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Summary
1 What is the Living Desert
The Living Desert site is a 2400 Ha State Reserve site, 12km 
from Broken Hill township, and managed by Broken Hill 
Council.  The site falls within lands subject to the Native 
Title determination of 2015 for non-exclusive access and use 
of the Barkandji Native Title Group Aboriginal Corporation.  
The site is a significant place to the Wiliyakali people of 
Broken Hill, who are part of the broader Barkandji group.

The Living Desert Reserve was established in 1997 as a 
place to conserve and appreciate the “physical 
environment, ecosystems and fauna and flora” of Broken 
Hill (Living Desert State Reserve REF 1997).  

The REF noted that the reserve was specifically intended to:

• contribute to conservation through establishment of a 
captive breeding program for endangered species from 
the region.

• provide environmental educational resources.

• motivate additional overnight stays in Broken Hill.

• provide enhanced opportunities for employment, 
education and training

The Living Desert’s most recognisable public aspect 
however is arguably the “Sculpture Hill”.  On top of the 
highest hill inside the reserve are 12 sandstone sculptures, 
created by the Broken Hill Symposium in 1993 comprising a 
group of artists from over the world.  The sculptures are now 
one of the top attractions in Outback NSW and seen as a 
visual representation of Broken Hill’s unique marriage of art 
& nature.

2  Purpose of this strategic master plan
Council’s objectives for the masterplan are to:

• Maintain the authenticity of the Living Desert and 
achieve a balance between the natural world and the 
man-made environment.

• Identify required upgrades to the site to achieve 
accessibility and increase visitation by visitors and the 
community

• Identify commercial opportunities

3  Values of the Living desert
Values are the qualities of a place that we appreciate and 
that we wish to protect and enhance.  Values for the Living 
Desert were identified through consultation with a range of 
stakeholders and site and background review and analysis.  
Values are outlined in detail in section 4.3, and include the 
following:

• Habitat (flora and fauna - including the landform geology 
and hydrology factors that sustain them)

• Heritage  (First Nations and historical connections)

• Views and visual experiences  (as the highest point in 
Broken Hill - views over Country)

• Arts and culture  (a place of cultural expression that is 

strongly identified with Broken Hill)

A common thread across these values is the immersive 
experience the Living Desert provides for visitors - in that 
they can experience the desert landscape 20 minutes from 
Broken Hill.  All planning and management of facilities must 
look to maintain the immersive experience of the natural 

environment as the core quality.

4  Guiding principles
Principles provide the foundation for planning and 
management decision making both for addressing 
challenges and opportunities as outlined in this masterplan 
and for future issues that may arise.  The guiding principles 
for the Living desert are outlined in section 4.1, and are 
detailed under the themes of:

• Connecting with Country
• Environment
• Culture
• Tourism / Recreation, and 
• Sustainability

5  Key strategies
Key recommendations are described and illustrated in 
sections 4.2-4.6 in a series of proposals under the following 
strategies.  See also the following page for highlights.

• Connecting with Country   (managing the environment 
collaboratively and telling the story of Country).

• Conserving the qualities of the Living Desert  

• Understanding the Living Desert   (helping visitors un-
derstand the place, including approach to interpretation, 
Stories, Ways of sharing, and Key mediums for interpre-
tation in the landscape.

• Experiencing the Living Desert  (improving the place 
for locals and visitors including: proposals for enhancing 
Journey to the site and arrival, improving and expand-
ing the range of activities available, and enhancing the 
quality of places within the Living Desert).

• Managing the Living Desert  (key recommendations for 
ongoing management of the Living desert).
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6    Strategic Masterplan
The Strategic Masterplan in section 5.0 illustrates the 
implementation of the key startegies across the main visitor 
precincts within the Living Desert.

The plan this page indicates the more detailed plans provided in 
section 5.0  which explain improvements to accessibility, 
environment and facilities that provide improved environmental 
outcomes and better visitor experiences

These recommendations are summarised on the following pages.
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Journey and arrival
It is proposed to provide a more special journey and arrival experience.  Using the long 
vehicular approach to reflect the sites identity as a natural and cultural place is a key 
opportunity and can integrate co-design with First Nations stakeholders to heighten the 
identity of the Living Desert as Wilyakali Country.

Other proposals seek to make the entry access experience simpler and more efficient.

The Valley
It is proposed to enhance the appearance and resilience of the Valley and improve 
accessibility to the key Living Desert Attractions accessed from it.

First nations cultural heritage such as rock engravings, camp ovens and drinking holes 
(Gnamma) must be appropriate protected, conserved and interpreted in collaboration with 
First Nations advisors.  Other recommendations optimise the usage of existing features and 
to make visiting the area a pleasant and interesting experience for families.
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1. Improve entry experience to Sanctuary 
2. Improve protection and interpretation 

of archaeology
3. Improve access to rock engraving / 

provide alternative viewing point 
4. Review event usage in precinct for 

compatibility with heritage
5. Additional shade in picnic area and at 

trackheads
6. Provide nature play zone 
7. Future facility upgrades and additions ie 

toilets 
8. Potential overflow camping in carpark 

for RV’s 

9. Improve arrival point identity
10. Review and improve entry road 

access geometry 
11. Proposed accessible boardwalk link 
12. Existing walking track to Sculpture Hill
13. Potential recreational walk to connect 

Campground
14. Potential accessible wildlife viewing 

area
15. Revegetation to enhance entry road 

corridor
16. Additional shade tree planting 
17. Investigate stabilisation of eroding 

creek banks
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1. Improve entry experience to Sanctuary
2. Improve accessibility by upgrading 

movement routes 
3. Unify finishes materials and facilities 
4. Improve interpretation integrating 

technology where feasible
5. Enhance bird and fauna watching 

experiences 
6. Provide upgraded viewing infrastructure
7. Potential to expand art influence in 

Sanctuary
8. Provide an accessible walkway to top of 

Aboretum

9. Improve safety and character of access 
to viewing point

10. Review preferred approach to 
management of the Sanctuary 

11. Develop long term animal 
management plan

12. Consider involvement in breeding 
programs 

13. Consider potential Bilby enclosure in 
the long term

14. Protect First Nations environmental 
and cultural qualities 

15. Potential First Nations involvement in 
flora and fauna programs
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The Sculpture Hill
It is proposed to explore the potential to create a new iconic experience that provides a 
reason for visiting the site beyond (but complementing) the sculptures.  The proposed Sky 
walk or Star Walk which accessibly showcases the landform geology and flora of the Living 
Desert and provides unique vantage points to the special views available from Broken Hills 
highest point.

It is also proposed to formalised the hilltop parking area and provide an accessible walking 
link from the Campsite.

The Arboretum and Sanctuary
It is proposed to consolidate the immersive experience provided by the Arboretum and 
Sanctuary by unifying track and related finishes to a suite of materials that complements the 
desert landscape.  An accessible boardwalk and track link to the Aboretum will expand the 
accessibility of facilities accessed from the Valley, while improvements to interpretation and 
investigation of further art opportunities within the landscape area proposed.
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1. Develop “Living Desert Arts and 
Cultural Management Plan” 

2. Conserve and enhance experience of 
natural environment 

3. Investigate, plan and implement new 
viewing experience (“Sky or Star walk”) 

Supporting lookout points:
4. Southern edge with views Broken Hill
5. North east edge with views to 

Sanctuary
6. Northern edge / Sanctuary Walk with 

views to Stephens Creek
7. Consider potential for toilet (lower 

carpark)
8. Potential pop up coffee / food cart

9. Formalise parking area
10. Lower carpark - event use / overflow
11. Harden car park surface 
12. Provide an accessible connection to 

sculptures
13. Potential accessible walking route 

from Campground 
14. Manage feral animals 
15. Revegetation where appropriate
16. Protect First Nations environmental 

and cultural qualities
17. Integrate First Nations creative 

influences into planning and design

7

9
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The Campsite
It is proposed to enhance the existing core roles of the campsite through improving 
accessibility, shade and facilities.

It also identifies a series of opportunities related to expanding the range of available 
walking trails, overflow RV camping provision and potential for temporary peak season 
Glamping tents in the future

Sundown Hills
It is proposed to improve the carpark and trail head at the start of the Sundown Hills 
track recognising its popularity as a walking destination for locals and some visitors.  
Enhancement of wayfinding and interpretation mediums to the track loop is proposed along 
with long term potential to connect to a longer network of trails potentially linking to the 
Sanctuary and to The Campground.

1. Improve identity and wayfinding 
2. Upgrade walking wayfinding 
3. Provide interpretive mediums 
4. Investigate ways to manage access to 

pay for use areas eg key pass access
5. Track head with maps and 

interpretation
6. Unify finishes materials and facilities
7. Potential to upgrade carpark 
8. Shade tree planting around track 

head
9. Protect First Nations environmental 

and cultural qualities 
10. Integrate First Nations creative 

influences (through co-design) into 
planning and design of new elements

1. Provide 2 additional toilets
2. Consider  extra shade at tent site
3. Specialist starview seating to be 

expanded and enhanced
4. Enhance sunset / sunrise viewing area
5. Unify finishes materials and facilities 
6. The RV sites -  potential overflow RV 

use at picnic ground carpark
7. Potential temporary Glamping tents/

cabins 
8. Improve accessibility - hard surfaced 

path

9. Expand walking loops from the camp 
ground

10. Provide walking route to Sculpture Hill
11. Plan and implement additional shade 

tree planting 
12. Investigate grey water treatment 
13. Protect First Nations environmental 

and cultural qualities 
14. Integrate First Nations creative 

influences (through co-design) into 
planning and design of new elements 
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The southern park
The southern parklands are constrained in their potential for major visitation use 
due to the presence of a private allotment and more lower lying topography.

It is proposed to explore potential to integrate with existing Mountain Bike 
(MTB) use happening to the south east near the Broken Hill Gold Course.  Also it 
identifies the potential to accommodate necessary communications infrastructure 
to improve mobile phone and digital communications applications on the site.

1. Consult with Broken 
Hill MTB community 
- extend the existing 
network into south west 
of the Living Desert

2. Investigate potential for 
MTB activities 

3. Potential MTB trail links 
in the Living Desert

4. Potential for an MTB 
connection through to 
Campground 

5. Investigate ways to 
manage access to pay 
for use areas

6. Investigate potential 
for siting of required 
telecommunications 
infrastructure where 
impact on views can be 
managed

7. Provide access track and 
carpark off Nine Mile 
Road at south western 
corner of site

8. Plan and implement 
additional shade tree 
planting 

9. Protect First Nations 
environmental and 
cultural qualities 
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1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Master plan process
The strategic masterplan has involved a series of key steps 
in its development to final draft stage, and for the process 
to follow as outlined below:

1.2 Consultation
Consultation has formed and important part of the 
masterplan process.  This has occurred in two key phases:

1 Information gathering phase

Undertaken in July 2024 (2nd - 4th July)  this involved the 
following consultation:

• On site staff and key Council planning staff (meeting on 
site)

• Council stakeholders group (meeting at Council)

• Living Desert Volunteers group (meeting at Council)

• Broken Hill Arts Stakeholders  (meeting on site)

• Council financial / operational staff (meeting at Council)

• Film Stakeholders (by email)

• Wilyakali Aboriginal Corporation (email liaison - note 
meeting in Broken Hill was planned but was not able to 
be attended by Wilyakali representatives)

These sessions are documented in detail in the consultation 
notes in the Appendix to this document, and have informed 
the Guiding Principles outlined in section 4.1.  

There are several key factors that arose commonly across 
these sessions including:

• The First Nations connections to Country and related 
story of the area and Broken Hill more generally is not 
told effectively on the site - this is particularly relevant 
given the site is part of the area subject to the Barkandji 
Native Title determination of 2015

• The local First Nations community is not currently 
actively involved in planning and management of the 

reserve which again is not desirable given the  Barkandji 
Native Title determination of 2015

• The Living Desert is valued as a place of immersion in 
the desert landscape.  Any facilities and other 
improvements should protect the sense of being in 
nature and ensure that facilities and finishes 
complement the natural setting

• The lack of effective telecommunications reception on 
site creates challenges for site management and safety 
and potentially limits the expansion of recreational 
access trails and contemporary interpretive mediums

2 Draft proposals phase

Undertaken in February 2025  this involved the following 
consultation:

• On site staff and key Council planning staff (online)

• Council stakeholders group (meeting at Council)

• Living Desert Volunteers group (meeting at Council)

• Wilyakali Aboriginal Corporation (meeting at Council)

Inception meeting with Council

Review of background

Develop mapping base information

Site investigations

Strategic Masterplan Vision
Vision

Opportunities
Principles

Develop masterplanning strategies

Develop masterplanning actions

Public Exhibition

Finalise strategic masterplan
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1.3 Guiding documents
The following key reference documents were drawn on in 
the 

Plan of Management Crown Reserve - Living Desert State 
Park, SLR Consulting, June 2024  - WORK IN PROGRESS

2018 Living Desert Reserve Plan of Management, Broken 
Hill Council

Living Desert Service Review, Morrison Low, March 2024

Draft Operational, Management and Requirement 
Procedures - The Living Desert, the Flora and Fauna 
Sanctuary, Willyama Common and Regeneration Area, 
BHC Jan 2021

Living Desert Flora and Fuana Sanctuary Animal 
Management Plan, Ozark Environmental & Heritage 
Management pty ltd, May 2017

Living Desert Wildlife Sanctuary Review of 
Environmental Factors, RW Corkery, June 2000

Living Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Zoological Parks Board 
of NSW, February 2002

Living Desert Brochure, Broken Hill City Council
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Figure 2.1: Overlapping and interrelated place values

Understanding values of the place
Values are the qualities that the First Nations community, 
general community and Council see as important about the 
Living Desert, and that are desired to be conserved and 
enhanced.

The Living Desert was established as a place to conserve 
and appreciate the “physical environment, ecosystems and 
fauna and flora” of Broken Hill (LDSR REF 1997).  
Additionally the REF guiding the establishment of the 
reserve in 1997 noted that the reserve was intended to:

• contribute to conservation through establishment of a 
captive breeding program for endangered species from 
the region.

• provide environmental educational resources.

• motivate additional overnight stays in Broken Hill.

• provide enhanced opportunities for employment, 
education and training.

These initial objectives have shaped the form and 
management of the reserve in the 37 years since its 
establishment, and underpin its current place values.

Figure 2.1 illustrates the five high level place value themes 
that were distilled from the consultation with stakeholders 
undertaken in July 2024.  These themes overlap and 
interact within the all encompassing value of being on First 
Nations Country.  The interaction of these values create the 
unique place that is the Living Desert

Figure X then describes under the five themes more 
detailed factors that help provide a basis for planning and 
management decision making in this master plan.

Figure 2.2.  Place values identified through consultation
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2.1 Connecting with Country
On 16 June 2015, Native Title consent was given to the 
Barkandji Native Title Group Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC 
(NSD6084/1998). This includes the Living Desert Reserve 
which was determined to be a non-exclusive area. 

This gives members of the Barkandji Traditional Owners the 
right to enter, take and use natural resources for personal, 
domestic, cultural, communal and purposes within the LDR. 
(2018 POM).  

Today the Wilyakali people of Broken Hill are still the main 
Aboriginal group in Broken Hill, though there are a number 
of Aboriginal people that come from other language 
groups. Consultation with Wilyakali stakeholders has sought 
to articulate the values of the place to the First Nations 
people as outlined in 4.1 Master planning Strategies - 
“Connecting with Country”.

That the Living desert lies on Wilyakali Country is a central 
value to be developed through this master plan and should 
permeate all planning and management decision making 
based on a strong collaborative management approach with 
the First Nations community.

Archaeology
Within the LDR, evidence of Aboriginal occupation includes 
several rock engravings adjacent to the ‘Rock Pool’ area to 
the south of the Picnic Grounds (refer 3.1), remnant hearths 
from past campsites and tool making quarries.  

The Living Desert Wildlife Sanctuary - Review of 
Environmental Factors (REF), June 2000 noted that 20 sites 
were identified within the 180ha of the sanctuary as areas of 
current or past use of the land by Aboriginal communities. 

Sites comprised artefact scatters, quarries, fireplaces and 
quartz bi-polar cores.

With a study area covering only 7.5% of the overall reserve 
it can be expected that a much larger number of sites may 
be present over the full 2400ha reserve site.

A campsite complex of at least 7 fireplaces, located on the 
banks of the creek opposite the northern end of the Picnic 
Area Carpark, was assessed to be of high cultural 
significance and moderate to high research potential.

The REF noted that access to and management of these 
sites is a high priority for local First Nations community.

Living culture
Living culture refers to cultural practices, representations, 
knowledge, and skills transmitted intergenerationally inside 
a cultural system, and the ongoing practise of those cultural 
activities by members of the current day community.

It is recommended that ongoing liaison and collaboration 
with First Nations Community is established that seeks to  
faciltate “on Country” activities by community and increase 
the level and quality of First Nations interpretation on site, 
including guided experiences.

Right:  Camp Oven archaeological sites within The Valley with 
temporary protective measures.  These must be appropriately 
protected and conserved and provide a major opportunity for 
interpretive mediums to illustrate First nations values and 
presence on the site. 
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2.2 Environment 
Conservation, enhancement and increasing understanding 
and appreciation of the desert landscape is the key 
objective and purpose of Council creating the Living Desert 
Reserve in 1997.  The site presents the unique geomorphic 
character of the Barrier Ranges with a network of hilltops 
ridges and valleys defining a trellised lacework of ephemeral 
drainage lines.  

The hilltops and ridges across the Living Desert provide 
expansive views over the spectacular landscape, and 
provide an experience of the incredible sense of space 
provided by the landscape.  Views to the sunset from the 
Sculpture Symposium have become iconic symbols of the 
Living Desert  The native flora of the site includes the Barrier 
Ranges and Barrier Downs plant communities of which there 
is limited area currently protected within National Parks.  
Care must be taken to ensure that ongoing vegetation 
management effectively represents these ecologies.  

The creation of the Living Desert Reserve has included the 
Arboretum and Fauna Reserve areas which provide 
managed environments for conservation and presentation of 
flora and fauna, and represent 7.5% of the overall reserve 
area (or 0.4% for Arboretum only).  As noted by community 
stakeholders the Arboretum and Fauna Reserve provide a 
controlled environment protected from areas beyond the 
reserve which are impacted by livestock and introduced 
species.

In addition to a variety of flora the reserve is important place 
for locals and visitors to experience flora and fauna such as 
the bird watchers on the look out for the over 47 bird 
species recorded on the site.

In the context of these natural qualities, a  fundamental 
value of the place is the ability to experience of the physical 
environment of Broken Hill in a largely natural setting.  With 
a few exceptions facilities and materials have generally been 
implemented in a low key character sympathetic with the 
natural setting, and allowing it to remain the dominant 
influence on views and vistas.

2.3 Culture
Layered over the foundation of Connecting with Country are 
several other strong cultural values.  The area was subject to 
mining and pastoral activities from 1880s onwards which 
have left physical legacy of past vegetation clearing and 
grazing while tracks, pits, diggings and open cuts from 
historical mining for other minerals are also evident.

Arts have a long association with Broken Hill and the natural 
and cultural landscape has inspired many artists.  Individuals 
and organised groups such as the Broken Hill Art exchange 
actively use the Living Desert as a subject for art projects. 
On top of the highest hill inside the reserve are the 12 
sandstone sculptures, created by the Broken Hill Symposium 
in 1993 by a group of artists from all over the world.  The 
sculptures are now one of the top attractions in Outback 
NSW and seen as a visual representation of Broken Hill’s 
unique marriage of art & nature.  There are also other 
reflections of Broken Hill’s arts through the Living desert site  
such as the story poles within the Sanctuary undertaken as a 
project for young First Nations artists.  
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While the sculptures are recognised as a important 
milestone the opportunity to better represent female artists 
and Australian artists have been identified by stakeholders 
as key opportunities for the future.  Events at the Living 
Desert have played a role in the cultural life of Broken Hill in 
the past including Jazz events and a Lego event at the 
picnic grounds.  The sculptures are popular for sunset drinks 
for events and sunrise breakfast while the site is also popular 
for night sky photography for those camping overnight.

The environmental and culture values of the site provide 
fertile ground for its educational role for the general public, 
schools and tertiary education.

2.4 Tourism and recreation
The Living Desert receives around 40,000 visitors per year, 
and is Councils highest performing reserve and a major 
tourist attraction largely centred around the sculptures. The  
Living Desert is the only facility that generates income for 
Council and Council seeks to identify and diversify revenue 
options.

Tourist groups visit the sculptures and in some cases the 
Sanctuary.  These are operated by several different 
operators with one serving stopover visitors from the Indian 
Pacific train service.  High season is April to October, low 
season is December to February and shoulder months are 
March and November.

The campground provides an important “value add” to 
visitation to the reserve for the sculptures and sanctuary 
catering for 15 recreational vehicles and 18 walk in camp 
sites.  The quiet night time character and dark night skies  
are also part of the attraction of the camping area. 

Group use of the reserve has included special events like 
conferences, weddings, film and advertising bookings.

The reserve is also a popular recreational destination for 
locals with key attractions being the picnic grounds and the 
trail network.  There is great potential to enhance the local 
recreational role of the reserve with a larger network of 
recreational trails and review of the process for charging 
residents entry which may be an impediment to some users 
not reflecting currently - as locals may not be paying the 
honour based entry fee.  

The emergence of the Imperial Lakes site being developed 
by Broken Hill Landcare as a recreational and events 
destination closer to town and centred around several lake 
water bodies needs to be considered in this masterplan 

Specifically this may relate to how its potential role may 
impact visitation to the Living Desert and how the two sites 
may complement each other for the benefit of Broken Hill as 
a whole

2.5 Sustainability
The creation of the Living desert site has a strong 
conservation and sustainability motivation which underpins 
the history and attraction of the place.

Visitors to the place are attracted by the opportunity to 
experience the desert landscape. 

There is potential that this theme could be expanded.
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3.0	 Influences
Understanding influences
Influences are factors that need to be considered in framing 
planning and management recommendations.  They may 
include challenges that need to be resolved or 
opportunities that should be considered.

Influences are outlined following under a series of themes 
relevant to planning and management of the Living Desert.  
For each influences the key considerations for development 
of the Living Desert Masterplan are called out.

3.1 Connecting with Country
The Wilyakali People are the traditional owners of Broken 
Hill. Their occupation is noted in the Broken Hill Cultural 
Plan prepared in 2021 as 50,000 continuous years of 
occupation and a close and spiritual relationship with the 
land. The National Heritage List is notable in that the Broken 
Hill LGA is entirely listed with the Living Desert State Park 
occupying a large area to the north east of the LGA.

It is our observation that the Living Desert Park lacks a 
formal engagement and partnership process with Traditional 
Owners into the day-to-day management and aspirations of 
the park.  There is some informal engagement with Councils 
rangers on a day to day basis The Broken Hill Cultural Plan 
(BHCP) affirmed in 2021 that ‘8.5% of residents identified as 
indigenous compared to 5.9% for the rest of NSW. This 
creates opportunity for indigenous groups to build on their 
cultural heritage as a way of celebrating Broken Hills diverse 
physical and cultural landscape’. 

The Cultural Plan describes the ‘The Wilyakali people have 
occupied the lands around Broken Hill for thousands of 
years well before the mineral wealth that led to the 
establishment of Broken Hill was unlocked. The Wilyakali 
people and their Darling River neighbours, the Barkindji, 
continue to have a close and intensely spiritual relationship 
with the land.’ The Cultural Plan as prepared in 2021 
recognises the living culture of Aboriginal people and their 
contribution but not in the context of ‘Connecting with 
Country’ - setting out pathways for engagement and 
involvement of Wilyakali people in the future of the park. 

Connecting with Country Framework
The ‘Connecting with Country ‘framework developed by 
GANSW affords great opportunity to the Living Desert Park , 
and how First Nations perspectives can inform opportunities 
for the future. Linked to the better design values of 
performance, value and community, the CwC framework is 
designed to bring together cultural heritage and 
environmental values and encourage Traditional Owners 
and knowledge owners to be part of the design and 
planning process.  

Framework aspects including Caring for Country which sets 
the foundation for responsibility, reciprocity and stewardship 
of country. The inherent values of country for the Living 
Desert site can be explained more meaningfully on site than 
is currently the case.  An extensive and complex landscape 
such as the Living Desert State Park would be enriched by a 
stronger presence and identity of Aboriginal culture.   

Cultural Engagement must be undertaken to follow 
guidance in the CwC framework which outlines respect and 
protection of First Nations intellectual property when 
developing storytelling and interpretation across the site. 
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Consultation with the Wilyakali community
It was intended by the study team that the Masterplan 
would facilitate a close consultation with Wilyakali 
community.  A session was organised for the teams vist to 
Broken Hill in July but unfortunately was not able to be 
attended by community members.  Follow up phonecalls 
enabled initial liaison to occur which is outlined below.

It is recognised that the Wilyakali representation is going 
through a transition and that many demands are placed on 
time and resources of those responsible.  As such this plan 
has not enabled as direct and comprehensive contact with 
community was was hoped and intended by the study team.  

However the masterplan has sought to build in solid 
foundations for the ongoing involvement of community in 
the future of the Living Desert and in particular in how First 
Nations archaeology, stories and living culture are conserved 
and celebrated and how Traditional Owners access the 
place.

Review phase consultation - September 2024
Discussions in September 2024 provided an overview of 
some of the important values of the Living Desert site in 
addition to future outcomes that Wilyakali people would like 
to see.  It is understood ome of these points had also been 
raised in consultation by Council in January 2024.

Importance of the place:
• The start of the Barrier ranges

• A high point in Broken Hill located along traditional 
trading routes

• Was an important camp site due to availability of water 
(Gnamma – rock watering holes)

• Presence of rock engravings

• Presence of camp ovens

• Other - to be discussed further with Wilyakali community

What you would like to see:
• A space for training, school visits and similar

• Holding cultural awareness training on site 

• Telling the story of the place using local guides

• Easy access to the place for Traditional Owners  

• More toilets 

• Supporting regeneration of landscape 
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3.2 Natural Environment
Geology - The Region
Rocks in the Broken Hill area are the oldest in NSW at 
approximately 1.7 billion years old and the area has endured 
a long and complex geological history. The region is known 
by geologists as the Broken Hill Block, forming part of the 
Curnamona Craton/Province that extends into South 
Australia.  

Geology - Living Desert
The geology of the area is comprised of the Willyama 
Complex, dominated by Sillimanite gniess, schist and 
quartzite of the Sundown Group.

The geology of the Living Desert is complex due to the 
considerable structural deformation (mainly folding), 
metamorphism and igneous intrusions that have occurred 
over the past 1 800 million years (Stevens et al, 1982). The 
rocks of the Living Desert form part of the Willyama 
Complex - a group of structurally deformed, 
metamorphosed sedimentary rocks and subordinate 
quartzo-feLDathic rocks that include gneiss, pegmatite and 
minor granitic intrusives. 

Soils
The soils of the Living Desert are derived from either the 
bedrock geology or windblown and/or water-washed 
material. Soil types are closely related to landform.  

The soils on and surrounding the site comprise elements of 
the Barrier Land System and Nine Mile Land System as 
described within the Soil Conservation Service of NSW, 
Land Systems of Western NSW (1991).

All soil types on the Living Desert have high erosion 
potential if stabilising vegetation cover is removed or water 

Considerations
• The Living Desert provides access to view, interact 

with the geology that is representative of the area.

• Descriptions of the geological processes are 
reflected in some of the existing naming

• It is representative of diverse mineral groups that 
have been mined by both First Nations and 
Europeans for various purposes 

• Minimising potential for further soil erosion 

• It is representative of landforms and landscapes 
found within the region

• Sculpture Hill is the highest natural landform closest 
to Broken Hill, the next highest are the Mundi Mundi 
Ranges to the west and Coonbaralba Range to the 
east.

flow is concentrated. Salinity is evident in many areas on the 
lower slopes and drainage flats.

Mineralisation/Exploration
Broken Hill is described as a ‘mineralogical rainforest, 
comprising over 300 mineral varieties that tell the story of 
the Earth’s history. Within the Living Desert area there are 
records for a number of former quartz quarries used for tool 
making by First Nations people.

While there are no known gold or silver deposits at the 
reserve, the tracks, pits, diggings and open cuts from 
historical mining for other minerals can still be found in the 
Living Desert State Park today (pit within the Fauna 
Sanctuary area).

A former Mica mine is present nearby the Starview Campsite 
area and walking notes for the Sundown Nature Trail note 
the presence of pits in the pegmatite which were worked for 
small pockets of beryl.

The LDWS REF 2000 noted the presence of former small 
mines targeting feLDar within the area. The REF from 2000 
also noted that part of the sanctuary area is covered by a 
current exploration licence (No. 5479) held in joint venture 
between Triako Resources and Platsearch.

Topography / Landform
The Broken Hill Complex Bioregion in western NSW is 
geologically unique in the state. Many of the rocks and 
minerals found in the region are of considerable interest and 
economic importance, and geology exerts strong controls 
on the landscape (OEH, 2016b)

Past reporting has described the topography and landform  
broadly within the Living Desert area using the Land 
Systems as described by Walker, 1991. 

From the land systems, four landform subdivisions have 
been identified which are applicable to the Living Desert 
and have been mapped previously for the Willyama 
Common Management Plan 2003.

1. Low hills and rises
2. Narrow drainage flats
3. Rocky hills
4. Broad drainage flats and plains

Elevation
The Barrier Ranges extend throughout the region 
surrounding the Living Desert. The landscape is comprised 
of low moderate to steep rocky terrain. In general, the 
Living Desert is more elevated and characterised by steeper 
slopes and well-defined drainage lines than nearby areas of 
Willyama Common.



LIVING DESERT BROKEN HILL   STRATEGIC MASTER PLAN

19
environmental partnership collaborative team

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t

0 500 1000 m

S U
 N

 D
 O

 W
 N

  G
 R

 O
 U

 P

S U
 N

 D
 O

 W
 N

  G
 R

 O
 U

 P

B R
 O

 K
 E

 N
  H

 I L
 L   G

 R
 O

 U
 P

B R
 O

 K
 E

 N
  H

 I L
 L

G R
 O

 U
 P

T H
 A C

 K
 A R

 I N
 G

 A

G R
 O

 U
 P

G A H
 N

 I T
 E

   L
 O

 D
 E

R O
 C

 K
 S

G A H
 N

 I T
 E

   L
 O

 D
 E

R O
 C

 K
 S

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Qa

Qa

BROKEN HILL

Landscape Ecological 
Units

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range and associated Land Systems

* Source: Land Systems of Western NSW, Creation 1991 
Rev 2011 NSW Seed Data

Land system name: Barrier (Br)
Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
Physiography: Rolling Downs and Lowland
Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range

PCT

Legend

PCT 0: Not native vegetation

PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data

NOT ON SITE

Vegetation

Legend

Gibber chenopod shrublands

Northwest floodplain woodlands

Sand plain mulga shrublands

Stony desert mulga shrublands

Vegetation Classes

Not native vegetation

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western 
Version v1.0, 2018 - NSW Seed Data

BiodiversityContext PCT VEge classes Recreation/visitor exp Hydrology

Water / Hydrology

Legend

10m Contours300

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Disturbed landscape - banks, dam wall

Disturbed landscape - features

Past Flash Flooding (indicative)

Bore - dry (indicative location)

Ridgeline

Predator fence (electric)

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Bridge / Culvert crossing

Alluvial Plain landform

Alluvial Channel landform

Topographic

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Key Viewpoint

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Legend

Topo - Views

Broken HIll Domain 1:100,000 regolith-landform map, Hill 2001

REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.

Aap3 Alluvial plain

Aap4 Alluvial plain

Aed1 Drainage depressions

Apd3 Depositional plains

Channel deposits
ACa2 Alluvial channels - ephemeral

Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 

and lithic gravels, sands, silts and clays, expressed within: drainage 

depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands

SSeh1 Erosional Hills

SSem1 Erosional mountains

SSer1 Erosional rises

LAndform - Regolith

Lt

Geology

Legend

Curnamona Province Geological Groups within  
the Willyama Supergroup

Palaeoproterozoic metamorphic rocks

Quaternary alluvial deposits

Fault Line

Qa

NSW Simplified Geology

Sundown Group

Broken Hill Group

Thackaringa Group

Grahnite Lode Rocks

GEology - Stratagraphic GEology - Rocks

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range

10m Contours300

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Indicative Plantings

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Disturbed landscape (earthworks, banks)

Broken Hill Complex Bioregion - Ecological Landscape 
UnitsEcology - Influences

Access Routes

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail Class 3 1km  1hr Loop - return

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail Class 2 0.9km  20min One-way return

Cultural Walking Trail Class 3 1.4km  1hr Loop - return

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail Class 4 2.8km   ~1.5hr Loop - return

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

Rating Distance  Time Type of track

Access - routes & opps

Site Context

Legend

Living Desert

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Key View from Living Desert

Sealed road

Unsealed road

Waterbody / Dam

Broken Hill City Council LGA 

National Heritage list curtilage 
(The national listed boundary 
comprising the whole of the LGA)

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Ridgeline

Site Infrastructure

Legend

Visitor Entry

Gate

Power - solar pole

Rangers management office

Pay bay

Gas bottles - for BBQs

$

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

Water supply - watermains pipe
(indicative location)

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Services

Water supply - Potable water

Power - low voltage transmission lines

Sewer - Septic tank (pumped out)

Parking

P

Legend

Sealed park road

Sealed outside road

Site Infrastructure OverviewAccess - AUDITAccess Audit

Legend

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Marked Walking trail

Bridge

Gate

Sealed road (outside park)

Predator fence (electric)

Mountain bike track - trail routes not 
formalised, based on Trailforks site 
information 

Informal trail

Vehicle Access

Access Controls

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal tracks

Pay bay$

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Recreational Access

Visitor Entry

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Lookouts / Views

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

MTB Trail (as on Trailforks)

Facilities Audit

Legend

Bin

Wheelchair accessible

Water tank

Toilet

Tent camping

Table with seats

Seats

Portable toilet

solar pole/key pad

Traffic/Direction sign

Shower

Rangers office

Pay bay

Gas bottles

Fire hose reel

Fire extinguisher

BBQ

$

Name/Interpretation sign

Warning sign

Unknown sign

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Gate

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

INfrastructure audit

Legend

Culture and community

Curated Artwork

First Nations - Rock Etching

Intepretation signage

Sculpture Symposium

Culture-Community

310

320

310

310

300

310
31

0
320

31
0

33
0

320

330

320 330

340

350

320

330

340

320

310

320

320
320

320

330

330

320

330

330

340

350

280

290

300

310
320

320

320

300

320

330

340

320

330

340

330 340

350

360 370
380

390

320

330
290

300 270

260

280

290

300

310
320

330

310320

330

340

350

300

290

280

270

280

330
340

+ 338

+ 354

+ 392

+ 346

+ 362

+ 348

+ 378

+ 368

+ 352

+ 370

+ 360 + 340

+ 350

+ 360

+ 340

+ 310

+ 308

+ 368

+ 354

+ 334
+ 304

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t

RANGES

BARRIER 

SUNDOWN HILLS

0 500 1000 m

Landscape Ecological 
Units

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range and associated Land Systems

* Source: Land Systems of Western NSW, Creation 1991 
Rev 2011 NSW Seed Data

Land system name: Barrier (Br)
Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
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Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range

PCT

Legend

PCT 0: Not native vegetation

PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data

NOT ON SITE

Vegetation

Legend

Gibber chenopod shrublands

Northwest floodplain woodlands

Sand plain mulga shrublands

Stony desert mulga shrublands

Vegetation Classes

Not native vegetation

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western 
Version v1.0, 2018 - NSW Seed Data

BiodiversityContext PCT VEge classes Recreation/visitor exp Hydrology

Water / Hydrology

Legend

10m Contours300

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Disturbed landscape - banks, dam wall

Disturbed landscape - features

Past Flash Flooding (indicative)

Bore - dry (indicative location)

Ridgeline

Predator fence (electric)

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Bridge / Culvert crossing

Alluvial Plain landform

Alluvial Channel landform

Topographic

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Key Viewpoint

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Legend

Topo - Views

Broken HIll Domain 1:100,000 regolith-landform map, Hill 2001

REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.
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Aed1 Drainage depressions
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Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 
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depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands
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3.2 Natural Environment
Biodiversity and Ecology
The Living Desert is situated within the arid landscape of the 
NSW Far West - an area that supports a brilliant array of 
native species. (OEH 2024)

Broken Hill Complex Bioregion
Broken Hill and the Living Desert are situated within the 
Barrier Range subregion of the Broken Hill Complex 
Bioregion. As at 2003 (NPWS,2003) the Broken Hill Complex 
Bioregion had a low conservation status in terms of overall 
area under conservation management, amounting to 96,078 
ha or 2.52% of the bioregion. 

NSW Landscapes -  Mitchell Landscapes Ecosystem 
Within the Broken Hill Complex Bioregion - Barrier Range 
subregion the land has been further delineated by finer 
differences in geology, vegetation and other biophysical 
attributes. The NSW Landscapes were developed for 
conservation planning and reserve establishment purposes, 
to provide consistent statewide ecological units finer than 
the existing bioregions and sub-regions.  

The Living Desert area falls within two ecological units:
• Barrier Ranges
• Barrier Downs 

Land Systems of Western NSW 
The NSW Landscape Ecosystems descriptions provide 
another layer of information to understand the landscape. 
The Living Desert contain parts of two Land Systems which  
describe the landscape patterns.
• Barrier
• Nine Mile

Considerations
• Bioregional significance: Although small in area the 

continued conservation of the Living Desert 
Landscape contributes to increasing level of 
protection for the Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

• Vegetation of the Living Desert is intrinsically linked 
to the landform 

• The Living Desert plant communities provide 
opportunity for visitors, plant enthusiasts and 
educators to be able to learn and experience these 
plants in their natural habitat.

• A desktop review and or detailed site investigations 
by specialists should be undertaken to review /
update vegetation mapping specific to the site

• Consideration given to future plantings within the 
Flora sanctuary and for any restoration required that 
they reflect the plant strata of the endemic species.

Vegetation mapping
Current vegetation mapping is based on the  NSW State 
Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018, NSW 
Seed Data and indicates the following Vegetation classes 
within the Living Desert area:  

Arid shrublands (Acacia sub-formation)

 Class: Sand Plain Mulga Shrublands

 Class: Stony Desert Mulga Shrublands

Arid shrublands (Chenopod sub-formation)

 Class: Gibber Chenopod Shrublands

Semi-arid Woodlands (Grassy sub-formation)

 Class: North-west Floodplain Woodlands

Its noted that a number of the Plant Class types have not 
previously been documented as occurring in the study area.  
PCT 359 is a new PCT that has been added to the NSW 
mapping information and is indicated occurring in the Living 
Desert. 

Further review and on site investigations by specialist 
consultants would be needed to verify all mapping 
information.

Threatened Species
Previous reporting specifically for the Flora and Fauna 
sanctuary indicated that there no rare or threatened plant 
species occurring in the study area and that there were no 
threatened ecological communities or plant populations 
listed for the study area in the Schedules of the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act.

In the Broken Hill Complex - Barrier Range IBRA sub-region 
there are currently 103 entities listed under the NSW 
Threatened Species Conservation Act.  Of the 103 NSW 
listings there are; 42 vulnerable species, 24 endangered 

species, 2 critically endangered species, 0 extinct species, 1 
critically endangered ecological communities, 1 endangered 
ecological communities, 0 vulnerable ecological 
communities and 33 Key Threatening Processes. (OEH 2024)

Further review and on site investigations by specialist 
consultants would be needed to verify all mapping 
information.

Priority Weeds
Weeds are a hazard across the Living Desert State Park and 
in particular at the arboretum part of the Living Desert Flora 
and Fauna Sanctuary. Increased watering at the arboretum 
for the native flora has also resulted in an increase in weeds. 
There is evidence of agricultural weeds where animals fed.
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Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
Physiography: Rolling Downs and Lowland
Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range
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PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data
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REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.

Aap3 Alluvial plain

Aap4 Alluvial plain

Aed1 Drainage depressions

Apd3 Depositional plains

Channel deposits
ACa2 Alluvial channels - ephemeral

Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 

and lithic gravels, sands, silts and clays, expressed within: drainage 

depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands
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Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 
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flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.
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of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 
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Lifespan:100 years

20m

15m

10m

5m

0m

Botanical name: 
Alectryon oleifolius
Common name: 
Rosewood
Height: 9m
Lifespan: 100 years

Botanical name: 
Santalum lanceolatum
Common name: 
Sandalwood
Height: 7m
Lifespan: 15 years

Botanical name: 
Callitris glaucophylla
Common name: 
Cypress pine
Height: 20m
Lifespan: 40 years

Botanical name: 
Eucalyptus largiflorens
Common name: 
Black box
Height: 20m
Lifespan: 250 years

Botanical name: Eucalyptus intertexta
Common name: Inland red box
Height: 20m
Lifespan: 350 years

Trees found in bio-region planted on site

Trees endemic to site



BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL 

24 May 2025

3.3 Drainage and Hydrology
The Living Desert is situated within the Darling River Basin. 
Trellised drainage patterns occur over the landscape, they 
are narrow and incised in higher relief country. A number of 
small ephemeral drainage lines run in an easterly or westerly 
direction from a central catchment divide toward the 
Stephens Creek Reservoir. No major or permanent 
watercourses flow through the locality of the study area.

Nine Mile Creek borders the Living Desert  on the west side 
with part of its catchment within the Living Desert. 

Groundwater
The impermeable nature of the rocks, coupled with low 
availability of water for groundwater recharge, means that 
groundwater occurrences in the Broken Hill area are very 
limited and generally of poor quality (highly saline). A bore 
has previously been located nearby the ‘Permaculture site’, 
now Starview Campground which is recorded as dry.

Surface water resources
There are remnants of earthworks and dam walls for 
capturing and retaining water across the site. The most 
prominent are contoured interceptor banks around the 
Starview Campground from its former use as ‘Permaculture’ 
site. 

Flash flooding
Watercourses are prone to flash flooding from heavy rain. 
Sudden heavy downpours can impact walking trails, 
degrade roads and erode creek banks.

Erosion
The reserve is considered as being moderately stable to 
erosion due to relatively good vegetation cover, however in 
some areas, localised patches are severely eroded. 

Considerations
• Ephemeral creeks and drainage tracts run in an 

north westerly or easterly direction toward the 
Stephens Creek Reservoir. 

• There are no permanent water courses within the 
Living Desert

• Groundwater occurrences are limited and generally 
of poor quality

• Past ground disturbances, remnants of dam walls 
and earth banks indicate past land uses and 
attempts at capturing water

• Watercourses are prone to flash flooding which may 
impact the safe use of visitor areas, trails and roads, 
contribute to erosion of these elements

• Areas which lack vegetation cover are prone to 
severe erosion resulting in water sheet erosion and 
gullying.
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3.4 Heritage conservation
City of Broken Hill National Heritage Listing (2015)
The site is within the City of Broken Hill National Heritage 
listing boundary. The Statement of Significance notes that 
‘the entire place has outstanding significance to the nation 
for its role in creating enormous wealth, for its long and 
enduring mining operations and the community’s deep and 
shared connection with Broken Hill as the isolated city in the 
desert, its outback landscape, the regeneration areas and 
particularly the physical reminders of its mining.’ 
The contrasting landscapes of Broken Hill township and the 
desert landscape is a social value as well as being an 
aesthetic one.  The landscape around Broken Hill is noted as 
always changing where mining has impacted the landscape 
and disturbed natural geology and soils. The long history of 
regeneration that started in the late nineteenth century to 
counteract erosion and dust storms is noted in the 
regeneration lands particularly to the north of the city and 
close to the Living Desert. 
The complex geology of Broken Hill can be appreciated in 
its undisturbed state in the LDP and of course within the 
disturbed mined areas around the city’s edge where 
geology is often ‘upside down’ due to extraction activity.

Aboriginal Archeology Management
The aboriginal archaeology of the site is rich and varied. The 
mapping carried out for the 2000 Report of Environmental 
Factors illustrates the AHIMS register findings that there are 
at least forty-nine listed sites within the park. Several sites 
are listed as being of high cultural significance, and large 
areas are of medium cultural significance. Refreshed 
mapping could inform the creation of Archaeological Zoning 
areas to help with management and ongoing planning for 
park infrastructure and recreational path networks.

Considerations
• The story of geology both scientific and indigenous can be interpreted and celebrated. 

• The history and pioneering nature of vegetation restoration allows for possible story telling in the LD 
particularly in the arboretum and sanctuary.

• Review of past archaeological mapping, and potential for new mapping to be undertaken to inform 
placement of new infrastructure,  future management needs, appropriate settings for item interpretation.

• If particular sites within the park are to be considered for local or state listing  - ie. The Sculpture 
Symposium precinct then a heritage listing can be considered via a Conservation Management Plan or 
Strategy undertaken using the NSW Heritage Guidelines and the Burra Charter to nominate on the State 
Heritage Register. 
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Time-line of key milestones relevant to the evolution of the Living Desert and surrounds

FIRST NATION'S PEOPLES and their continuous association

The Wilyakali people have 
occupied the lands around 
Broken Hill (originally known as 
Willyama) for thousands of years, 
well before the mineral wealth 
that led to the establishment 
of Broken Hill. The Wilyakali 
people and their Darling River 
neighbours, the Barkindji, had 
and continue to have a close and 
intensely spiritual relationship 
with the land

Broken Hill is a ‘mineralogical 
rainforest’, comprising over 300 
mineral varieties that tell the 
story of 2.3 billion years of the 
Earth’s history. It’s home to a rare 
volume of minerals and one of 
the worlds richest deposits for 
silver-lead-zinc which has national 
significance for its immense size, 
and enormous suite of minerals.

1895 - THE FEDERATION 
DROUGHT

1886 - TOWN 
GAZETTED

A drought from 1895–1902 
combined with overgrazing 
caused further denudation 
of the land. Pastoralism 
begins to move away from 
the region.

Within three years of the 
discovery of the ore bodies, 
Broken Hill had been 
surveyed and a town plan 
gazetted.

1835 -1844 
EXPLORATION

1835, first European surveyor 
and explorer, Major Thomas 
Mitchell, visits the area. Charles 
Sturt surveys and names the 
Barrier Ranges area on his 
expedition to the centre of 
Australia and observes a ‘broken 
hill’. Sturt’s Desert Pea is named 
in honour of Charles Sturt.

1886 - WILLYAMA 
COMMON

The Willyama Common 
was created through the 
gazettal of three main 
areas from 1886 through 
1895 for grazing.

1936 - REGENERATION
Albert and Margaret Morris

‘Green belt’ regeneration areas, 
following the principles established 
by Morris, now provide an edge to 
Broken Hill urban areas, particularly 
on the northwestern and south-
western boundaries. The resulting 
Regeneration Reserve was classified 
by the National Trust as a Landscape 
Conversation Area in 1991.

1860s - EARLY 
PASTORALISM 

Pastoralists established 
huge sheep flocks for 
wool. The original land 
area of Mount Gipps 
Station encompassed the 
Living Desert & Broken Hill 
area.

1883 - MINING
Charles Rasp and BHP

Charles Rasp, German 
immigrant and boundary 
rider, discovers an orebody 
of silver and forms the 
'Syndicate of Seven' who 
would later found Broken 
Hill Propriety (BHP).

Geological processes and ongoing significance

1907 - POPULATION RISE

Broken Hill is proclaimed 
a city and becomes the 
second largest settlement in 
NSW after Sydney, with the 
population peaking at around 
35,000 in 1915. Dusts storm 
prevalent.
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1952 - WATER SUPPLY

1970 - FILM LOCATION 1988 - LIVING 
MUSEUM

'Wake in Fright' is filmed in 
Broken Hill and Silverton. 
Broken Hill would then be used 
in over 60 feature films and 
television series such as Mad 
Max 2, Mad Max Furiosa and 
Mission Impossible 2, Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert amongst 
many others.

1992 - LIVING DESERT

The Living Desert State Park 
is established and in 1993 a 
'Sculpture Symposium' installs 
12 sculptures. In the following 
years, a picnic area (1993), the 
'Sundown Walking Trail' (1993), a 
permaculture site (1994) and a four 
wheel drive track (1996) are also 
added to the site.

1999/2000 - FIELD 
INVESTIGATIONS + 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS

Specialist studies were 
undertaken and published as 
the 'Willyama Common Land 
Assessment' which included 
parts of the Living Desert area. A 
Review of Environmental Factors 
report for the sanctuary area was 
also produced outlining concept 
plans for visitor infrastructure.

Broken Hill declared 
a Living Museum 
the first of its 
kind in Australia 
incorporating 
interpretation. The 
city is unusual in its 
retention of heritage 
buildings and limited 
demolition.

2002 - JOHN SIMON'S 
FLORA AND FAUNA 
SANCTUARY

The Living Desert Sanctuary, 
or the John Simon's Flora 
and Fauna Sanctuary opens, 
establishment of visitor 
infrastructure.

2015 - HERITAGE LISTING

Broken Hill becomes the first 
city in Australia to be included 
on the National Heritage List.

Broken Hill Council Strategy 
documents published including; 
Aboriginal Arts and Cultural 
Strategy 2015-18; Heritage 
Strategy  2017-2020.

1993/2024 - (ONGOING) - 
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

Past Plans of Management 
have been developed for 
the Living Desert. The plan 
is currently being reviewed 
and updated.

2015 - BARKANDJI NATIVE 
TITLE DETERMINATION

16th June 2015, the historic 
determination of the Barkandji 
native title claim which 
recognises land owned by 
local Aboriginal people under 
the NSW Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act and includes the 
Living Desert.

2024 - DEVELOPMENT 
OF MASTERPLAN
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3.5 Views and visual character
Past reporting and documentation of the visual amenity for 
the Willyama Common (2003) and the Flora and Fauna 
Sanctuary area REF (2000) within the Living Desert identified 
landscapes with high visual amenity that should be 
protected. These are summarised as follows:

Willyama Common
• Areas assessed as being of high scenic quality include 

elevated areas within the Living Desert Reserve and the 
north-eastern part of the Common, including the area 
known as “Round Hill”. These areas have high scenic 
quality as they represent elevated landscape features 
that contrast with the surrounding areas.

• Most of the Common was assessed to have high 
landscape sensitivity due to the typically low relief and 
substantial site distances from the main road network. 
Large areas of the Common are visible from the 
Sculpture Site within the Living Desert Reserve.

Flora & Fauna Sanctuary
The REF 2000 noted that emphasis is placed upon visibility 
of the Flora/Fauna Sanctuary from the nearby Sculpture 
Symposium:
• The western slopes - The existing carpark, picnic area, 

Sanctuary walking trails and predator fence line are 
visible from Sculpture Hill

• A critical component of the local visual climate would 
be the placement of Sanctuary components in areas 
that are shielded where possible from other features 
within the Living Desert Reserve.

• The Sanctuary area needs to be developed with the 
objective in mind to retain the remote arid environment 
without an accumulation of man-made features.

Considerations
• Hilltops and ridgelines are highly visible from 

adjacent areas and roads

• The accessible high points in the Living Desert allow 
access to regional views to key landmarks from the 
highpoints and to be able to appreciate and 
understand the landscape

• Visitors are able to experience the openness of the 
desert landscape with few interruptions from the 
built environment (built structures and noise)

• The majority of built structures in the Living Desert 
are low down in the landscape ie picnic area 
amenities, campground amenities. The Rangers 
Maintenance building and vehicles on the north east 
slope behind the Flora reserve area are visible from 
a number of locations along the Cultural walking 
trail.

• Features such as the sculptures on the highest hill 
tend to blend with surrounding landscape due to 
the colour of the stone when viewed from other 
visitor areas.

Proposed safeguards for the development of the Sanctuary 
area as outlined in the assessment undertaken in 2000.

• All structures constructed within and surrounding the 
Wildlife Sanctuary would be constructed using materials 
that are earthy in colour and / or blend with the natural 
red / orange / grey-green colours within the Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

• The Manager’s Residence / Workshop would be located 
adjacent to the access road. The access road would not 
be visible from Sculpture Hill or Nine Mile Road and 
much of the length of the access road.

• Power lines to the Visitors Centre would be placed 
underground within approximately 400m of the Centre.

• Telephone lines would be placed underground from the 
Nine Mile Road.

Current observations of Site Views from visitor areas
Sculpture Hill
• Sweeping 360 views across the park, to regional and 

local landmarks and across the desert landscape

• Sunset, Sunrise and sky views

• Windfarm(turbines) on the Mundi Mundi Range are 
silhouetted on  the horizon at sunset

Flora & Fauna Sanctuary
• Walking trail provides access to hill tops and ridgelines 

providing sweeping views across the park and to 
regional and local landmarks

Picnic Area
• Localised park views to the north west and lower slopes 

of adjacent hills

Starview Campsite
• Localised park views to the north and lower slopes of 

adjacent hills

• Provides opportunity to view sunset/sunrise from a 
different vantage point

• Night sky viewing area

Sundown Nature Trail
• Trail provides varied local and regional views across the 

landscape. From the ridgetops views to Stephens Creek 
Reservoir to the east, Nine Mile Station to the northeast 
and glimpses of Broken Hill.
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3.6 Connections and movement
Visitor Access roads
Two key visitor roads within the park to: 

1. Picnic area carpark

2. Starview Campsite and continuation to the Sculptures 
Hill

• Roads have been sealed since around 2015-2017 (grey 
asphalt)

• Roads are narrow in places for two vehicles to pass one 
another (ie 4WD with camper trailers/ caravans and or 
buses)

• Roads have to cross a number of drainage channels via 
bridges/culverts

• Section of road up to the Sculpture Hill is narrow, 
approximate minimum width of 3.5m, very steep with 
approximate 1:10 gradients

• Visitor roads do not form a loop

• The two key roads have a ‘peak’ period before and 
after sunset as visitors make their way to Sunset viewing 
spots

Other Visitor access:
3. Graded access track to the Sundown Nature Trail

Other Tracks:
• Gravel maintenance/service tracks for ranger access

• Evidence of other tracks across the park

• Old diagrams from park establishment indicate a 4WD 
track existing -near the southwest corner heading 
northeast across the park

Considerations
• Old vehicle tracks across the park area - some may 

still be in use for maintenance/service requirements

• Accessibility to key site features is limited by site 
topography, steep gradients and nature of existing 
pathway treatments (narrow and steep inclines, 
steps)

• Walking Track Classification system as per the 
Australian Standard

• Expansion of walking trails needs to consider safety, 
monitoring of trails, minimise impacts by reuse of 
old vehicle tracks

• Materiality of existing trails varies significantly across 
the park -

• New trails should enhance the visitor experiences 
within the park, improve connections between visitor 
areas, and create opportunities for walking tours.

Walking Trails
The existing network of walking tracks vary in condition and 
offer different experiences - cultural heritage, views across 
the landscape, flora and fauna and geology.

Cultural Hike Trail  Class 3  1.4km
• Accessed via the Flora reserve from the north end of 

the visitor carpark at the picnic area
• Discover Natural and Cultural Heritage, wildflowers, 

geological interpretation, an animal viewing hide, 
scenic lookouts, a prospectors mine site, quartz 
outcrops and free ranging fauna.

Flora Walk  Class 3  1km
• Accessed from the north end of the visitor carpark at 

the picnic area
• Discover Natural and Cultural Heritage, wildflowers, an 

arboretum of native plants

Sculptures Symposium Walk Class 2 0.9km
• Accessed via the Flora reserve from the north end of 

the visitor carpark at the picnic area

Paved path around Sculptures
• Accessed via the carpark at Sculpture Hill
• Concrete paved and steep incline from the carpark up 

to the first sculpture before levelling out. 
• Narrow path, difficult for person to pass wheelchair/

pram

Picnic Area
• Accessed from the south end of the visitor carpark at 

the picnic area
• Level area and pathways which would be accessible to 

prams and wheelchairs

Sundown Nature Trail Class 4  2.8km
• The Sundown Nature Trail is accessed via the Silver City 

Highway, then along a 2.2km graded track to a carpark.

• Originally conceived and constructed as a voluntary 
project for the Broken Hill Centenary in 1983, by the 
Barrier Environment Group. The trail and information 
were refreshed in 2018 by volunteers from the Barrier 
Rangers, Barrier Field Naturalists’ Club and NSW Roads 
and Maritime Services as a Foundation Broken Hill 
25in25 liveability project with the assistance of the 
Broken Hill City Council.

• Maintenance of Sundown Trail is minimal as it’s set up 
as a natural walking trail. Need to grade the road to the 
car park after heavy rain.



LIVING DESERT BROKEN HILL   STRATEGIC MASTER PLAN

31
environmental partnership collaborative team

310 m

320 m

310 m

310 m

300 m

310 m 31
0 

m
320 m

31
0 

m

33
0 

m

320 m

330 m

320 m
330 m

340 m

350 m

320 m

330 m

340 m

320 m

310 m

320 m

320 m

320 m

320 m

330 m

330 m

320 m

330 m

330 m

340 m

350 m

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t

0 500 1000 m

Landscape Ecological 
Units

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range and associated Land Systems

* Source: Land Systems of Western NSW, Creation 1991 
Rev 2011 NSW Seed Data

Land system name: Barrier (Br)
Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
Physiography: Rolling Downs and Lowland
Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range

PCT

Legend

PCT 0: Not native vegetation

PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data

NOT ON SITE

Vegetation

Legend

Gibber chenopod shrublands

Northwest floodplain woodlands

Sand plain mulga shrublands

Stony desert mulga shrublands

Vegetation Classes

Not native vegetation

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western 
Version v1.0, 2018 - NSW Seed Data

BiodiversityContext PCT VEge classes Recreation/visitor exp Hydrology

Water / Hydrology

Legend

10m Contours300

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Disturbed landscape - banks, dam wall

Disturbed landscape - features

Past Flash Flooding (indicative)

Bore - dry (indicative location)

Ridgeline

Predator fence (electric)

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Bridge / Culvert crossing

Alluvial Plain landform

Alluvial Channel landform

Topographic

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Key Viewpoint

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Legend

Topo - Views

Broken HIll Domain 1:100,000 regolith-landform map, Hill 2001

REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.

Aap3 Alluvial plain

Aap4 Alluvial plain

Aed1 Drainage depressions

Apd3 Depositional plains

Channel deposits
ACa2 Alluvial channels - ephemeral

Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 

and lithic gravels, sands, silts and clays, expressed within: drainage 

depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands

SSeh1 Erosional Hills

SSem1 Erosional mountains

SSer1 Erosional rises

LAndform - Regolith

Lt

Geology

Legend

Curnamona Province Geological Groups within  
the Willyama Supergroup

Palaeoproterozoic metamorphic rocks

Quaternary alluvial deposits

Fault Line

Qa

NSW Simplified Geology

Sundown Group

Broken Hill Group

Thackaringa Group

Grahnite Lode Rocks

GEology - Stratagraphic GEology - Rocks

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range

10m Contours300

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Indicative Plantings

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Disturbed landscape (earthworks, banks)

Broken Hill Complex Bioregion - Ecological Landscape 
UnitsEcology - Influences

Access Routes

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail Class 3 1km  1hr Loop - return

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail Class 2 0.9km  20min One-way return

Cultural Walking Trail Class 3 1.4km  1hr Loop - return

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail Class 4 2.8km   ~1.5hr Loop - return

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

Rating Distance  Time Type of track

Access - routes & opps

Site Context

Legend

Living Desert

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Key View from Living Desert

Sealed road

Unsealed road

Waterbody / Dam

Broken Hill City Council LGA 

National Heritage list curtilage 
(The national listed boundary 
comprising the whole of the LGA)

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Ridgeline

Site Infrastructure

Legend

Visitor Entry

Gate

Power - solar pole

Rangers management office

Pay bay

Gas bottles - for BBQs

$

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

Water supply - watermains pipe
(indicative location)

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Services

Water supply - Potable water

Power - low voltage transmission lines

Sewer - Septic tank (pumped out)

Parking

P

Legend

Sealed park road

Sealed outside road

Site Infrastructure OverviewAccess - AUDITAccess Audit

Legend

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Marked Walking trail

Bridge

Gate

Sealed road (outside park)

Predator fence (electric)

Mountain bike track - trail routes not 
formalised, based on Trailforks site 
information 

Informal trail

Vehicle Access

Access Controls

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal tracks

Pay bay$

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Recreational Access

Visitor Entry

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Lookouts / Views

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

MTB Trail (as on Trailforks)

Facilities Audit

Legend

Bin

Wheelchair accessible

Water tank

Toilet

Tent camping

Table with seats

Seats

Portable toilet

solar pole/key pad

Traffic/Direction sign

Shower

Rangers office

Pay bay

Gas bottles

Fire hose reel

Fire extinguisher

BBQ

$

Name/Interpretation sign

Warning sign

Unknown sign

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Gate

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

INfrastructure audit

Legend

Culture and community

Curated Artwork

First Nations - Rock Etching

Intepretation signage

Sculpture Symposium

Culture-Community

Landscape Ecological 
Units

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range and associated Land Systems

* Source: Land Systems of Western NSW, Creation 1991 
Rev 2011 NSW Seed Data

Land system name: Barrier (Br)
Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
Physiography: Rolling Downs and Lowland
Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range

PCT

Legend

PCT 0: Not native vegetation

PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data

NOT ON SITE

Vegetation

Legend

Gibber chenopod shrublands

Northwest floodplain woodlands

Sand plain mulga shrublands

Stony desert mulga shrublands

Vegetation Classes

Not native vegetation

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western 
Version v1.0, 2018 - NSW Seed Data

BiodiversityContext PCT VEge classes Recreation/visitor exp Hydrology

Water / Hydrology

Legend

10m Contours300

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Disturbed landscape - banks, dam wall

Disturbed landscape - features

Past Flash Flooding (indicative)

Bore - dry (indicative location)

Ridgeline

Predator fence (electric)

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Bridge / Culvert crossing

Alluvial Plain landform

Alluvial Channel landform

Topographic

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Key Viewpoint

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Legend

Topo - Views

Broken HIll Domain 1:100,000 regolith-landform map, Hill 2001

REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.

Aap3 Alluvial plain

Aap4 Alluvial plain

Aed1 Drainage depressions

Apd3 Depositional plains

Channel deposits
ACa2 Alluvial channels - ephemeral

Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 

and lithic gravels, sands, silts and clays, expressed within: drainage 

depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands

SSeh1 Erosional Hills

SSem1 Erosional mountains

SSer1 Erosional rises

LAndform - Regolith

Lt

Geology

Legend

Curnamona Province Geological Groups within  
the Willyama Supergroup

Palaeoproterozoic metamorphic rocks

Quaternary alluvial deposits

Fault Line

Qa

NSW Simplified Geology

Sundown Group

Broken Hill Group

Thackaringa Group

Grahnite Lode Rocks

GEology - Stratagraphic GEology - Rocks

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range

10m Contours300

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Indicative Plantings

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Disturbed landscape (earthworks, banks)

Broken Hill Complex Bioregion - Ecological Landscape 
UnitsEcology - Influences

Access Routes

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail Class 3 1km  1hr Loop - return

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail Class 2 0.9km  20min One-way return

Cultural Walking Trail Class 3 1.4km  1hr Loop - return

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail Class 4 2.8km   ~1.5hr Loop - return

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

Rating Distance  Time Type of track

Access - routes & opps

Site Context

Legend

Living Desert

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Key View from Living Desert

Sealed road

Unsealed road

Waterbody / Dam

Broken Hill City Council LGA 

National Heritage list curtilage 
(The national listed boundary 
comprising the whole of the LGA)

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Ridgeline

Site Infrastructure

Legend

Visitor Entry

Gate

Power - solar pole

Rangers management office

Pay bay

Gas bottles - for BBQs

$

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

Water supply - watermains pipe
(indicative location)

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Services

Water supply - Potable water

Power - low voltage transmission lines

Sewer - Septic tank (pumped out)

Parking

P

Legend

Sealed park road

Sealed outside road

Site Infrastructure OverviewAccess - AUDITAccess Audit

Legend

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Marked Walking trail

Bridge

Gate

Sealed road (outside park)

Predator fence (electric)

Mountain bike track - trail routes not 
formalised, based on Trailforks site 
information 

Informal trail

Vehicle Access

Access Controls

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal tracks

Pay bay$

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Recreational Access

Visitor Entry

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Lookouts / Views

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

MTB Trail (as on Trailforks)

Facilities Audit

Legend

Bin

Wheelchair accessible

Water tank

Toilet

Tent camping

Table with seats

Seats

Portable toilet

solar pole/key pad

Traffic/Direction sign

Shower

Rangers office

Pay bay

Gas bottles

Fire hose reel

Fire extinguisher

BBQ

$

Name/Interpretation sign

Warning sign

Unknown sign

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Gate

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

INfrastructure audit

Legend

Culture and community

Curated Artwork

First Nations - Rock Etching

Intepretation signage

Sculpture Symposium

Culture-Community

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t

0 500 1000 m

Landscape Ecological 
Units

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range and associated Land Systems

* Source: Land Systems of Western NSW, Creation 1991 
Rev 2011 NSW Seed Data

Land system name: Barrier (Br)
Major Range Type: Mulga
Range Type: Mulga - ranges and hills
Physiography: Ranges
Summary: Higher areas of the Barrier Ranges

Land system name: Nine Mile (Nm)
Major Range Type: Downs Country
Range Type: Stony downs and associated 

plains with saltbush and bluebush
Physiography: Rolling Downs and Lowland
Summary: Lower slopes and outwash areas 

of the Barrier Range

PCT

Legend

PCT 0: Not native vegetation

PCT 41: River red gum open woodland wetland 
of intermittent watercourses mainly of the arid climate zone

PCT 123: Mulga - Dead Finish on stony hills mainly of the 
Channel Country Bioregion and Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

PCT 127: Bastard mulga tall open shrubland of the 
semi-arid (hot) and arid climate zones

PCT 128: Nelia tall open shrubland of semi-arid sandplains

PCT 136: Prickly wattle open shrubland of drainage lines 
on stony rises and plains of the arid climate zone

PCT 139: Prickly wattle tall open shrubland of dunes and 
sandplains of semi-arid and arid regions

PCT 150: Bottlewasher - Copperburr grassland of the arid zone

PCT 155: Bluebush shrubland on stony rises and downs in the 
arid and semi-arid zones

PCT 359: Porcupine grass - Red mallee - Gum coolabah
hummock grassland / low sparse woodland on 
metamorphic ranges on the Barrier Range, 
Broken Hill Complex Bioregion

Plant Community/Class Types

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western Version v1.0, 2018 - 
NSW Seed Data

NOT ON SITE

Vegetation

Legend

Gibber chenopod shrublands

Northwest floodplain woodlands

Sand plain mulga shrublands

Stony desert mulga shrublands

Vegetation Classes

Not native vegetation

Source: NSW State Vegetation Type Map - Western 
Version v1.0, 2018 - NSW Seed Data

BiodiversityContext PCT VEge classes Recreation/visitor exp Hydrology

Water / Hydrology

Legend

10m Contours300

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Disturbed landscape - banks, dam wall

Disturbed landscape - features

Past Flash Flooding (indicative)

Bore - dry (indicative location)

Ridgeline

Predator fence (electric)

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Bridge / Culvert crossing

Alluvial Plain landform

Alluvial Channel landform

Topographic

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Key Viewpoint

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Legend

Topo - Views

Broken HIll Domain 1:100,000 regolith-landform map, Hill 2001

REGOLITH TYPES:

Transported Regolith
Alluvial sediments 

Alluvial sediments - The contemporary alluvial sediments mostly 

consist of a mixture of lithic and quartzose sands and gravels with 

minor silts and clays. Their landform expressions are within: alluvial 

plains (Aap1-4); aullival swamps(Aaw1&2); drainage depressions 

(Aed1);  alluvial fans(Afa1&2); depositional plains(Apd1-5); and 

alluvial channels (ACa1-3). These mostly occur in low-lying areas 

flanking the Barrier Ranges and within major valley systems that 

extend through the ranges.

Aap3 Alluvial plain

Aap4 Alluvial plain

Aed1 Drainage depressions

Apd3 Depositional plains

Channel deposits
ACa2 Alluvial channels - ephemeral

Colluvial sediments
Sheet Flow Deposits - These mostly  include mixtures of quartzose 

and lithic gravels, sands, silts and clays, expressed within: drainage 

depressions (CHed1); erosional rises (CHer1-2); sheetflow fans 

(CHfs1-3); and depositional plains (CHpd1-6)

CHpd5 Depositional plains

In-Situ Regolith
Saprolith

Saprock - Slightly weathered bedrock corresponds mostly with areas 

of bedrock exposure that are shown on most geological maps. The 

slight weathering grade is typically expressed by a surficial 

ferruginous staining and the opening of joint sets. It may be exposed 

within erosional mountains (SSem1), hills (SSeh1), and rises 

(SSer1), mostly within the Barrier Ranges, and progressively less so 

towards the flanking lowlands

SSeh1 Erosional Hills

SSem1 Erosional mountains

SSer1 Erosional rises

LAndform - Regolith

Lt

Geology

Legend

Curnamona Province Geological Groups within  
the Willyama Supergroup

Palaeoproterozoic metamorphic rocks

Quaternary alluvial deposits

Fault Line

Qa

NSW Simplified Geology

Sundown Group

Broken Hill Group

Thackaringa Group

Grahnite Lode Rocks

GEology - Stratagraphic GEology - Rocks

Legend

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill Complex 
Subregion - Barrier Range

10m Contours300

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Indicative Plantings

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Disturbed landscape (earthworks, banks)

Broken Hill Complex Bioregion - Ecological Landscape 
UnitsEcology - Influences

Access Routes

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail Class 3 1km  1hr Loop - return

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail Class 2 0.9km  20min One-way return

Cultural Walking Trail Class 3 1.4km  1hr Loop - return

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail Class 4 2.8km   ~1.5hr Loop - return

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

Rating Distance  Time Type of track

Access - routes & opps

Site Context

Legend

Living Desert

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Key View from Living Desert

Sealed road

Unsealed road

Waterbody / Dam

Broken Hill City Council LGA 

National Heritage list curtilage 
(The national listed boundary 
comprising the whole of the LGA)

Legend

10m Contours300

High Point+ 300

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Waterbody / Dam

Ridgeline

Site Infrastructure

Legend

Visitor Entry

Gate

Power - solar pole

Rangers management office

Pay bay

Gas bottles - for BBQs

$

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

Water supply - watermains pipe
(indicative location)

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Services

Water supply - Potable water

Power - low voltage transmission lines

Sewer - Septic tank (pumped out)

Parking

P

Legend

Sealed park road

Sealed outside road

Site Infrastructure OverviewAccess - AUDITAccess Audit

Legend

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Marked Walking trail

Bridge

Gate

Sealed road (outside park)

Predator fence (electric)

Mountain bike track - trail routes not 
formalised, based on Trailforks site 
information 

Informal trail

Vehicle Access

Access Controls

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal tracks

Pay bay$

Perimeter Fence (rural)

Recreational Access

Visitor Entry

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Lookouts / Views

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

MTB Trail (as on Trailforks)

Facilities Audit

Legend

Bin

Wheelchair accessible

Water tank

Toilet

Tent camping

Table with seats

Seats

Portable toilet

solar pole/key pad

Traffic/Direction sign

Shower

Rangers office

Pay bay

Gas bottles

Fire hose reel

Fire extinguisher

BBQ

$

Name/Interpretation sign

Warning sign

Unknown sign

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Walking trail

Sealed outside road

Informal/old tracks

Gate

Predator fence (electric)

Site boundary fence

INfrastructure audit

Legend

Culture and community

Curated Artwork

First Nations - Rock Etching

Intepretation signage

Sculpture Symposium

Culture-Community

N

Figure 3.9. Existing tracks

Figure 3.10. Existing vehicular entry points



BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL 

32 May 2025

3.7 Culture and community
Broken Hill Cultural Plan
The Broken Hill Cultural Plan brings together the rich 
opportunities for art, events and Aboriginal Living Culture. 
The plan outlines that Broken Hill has the ability to be a 
resilient place, and can absorb change but has geographical 
limitations. Targeted investment is needed to drive regional 
growth and economic development. 

The role of the Living Desert as a place for cultural 
enrichment is not specifically articulated in the plan but the 
opportunities particularly in sharing and acknowledging 
indigenous culture at the park is expressed strongly in the 
cultural plan. The Cultural Plan also notes the 
encouragement of film production in Broken Hill and the 
Living Desert can be considered for this activity noting the 
cultural and environmental values and sensitivity of the 
place.

The Broken Hill Art Exchange are pioneering in creating 
cultural exchange with artists based in Sydney and 
organising painting excursions into the Living Desert Park.  

Landscape Appreciation
The unique aesthetics of the arid landscape are signature to 
the Australian experience of remote country and the rest of 
the site. The Living Desert is best known for the Sculpture 
Symposium which is the signature landscape and art 
element in the park and is a tourist attraction. The park is 
already a place that local artists connected with the Broken 
Hill Art Exchange visit for painting and drawing as well as 
being a location for films. Opportunities to extend the 
opportunities for artists and host exhibitions on site both 
temporary and permanent exhibition and artists camps are 
sought by Council.

Considerations
• Opportunities particularly in sharing and 

acknowledging indigenous culture at the park is 
expressed strongly in the cultural plan

• Types of art event and exhibitions that are 
appropriate to the he cultural and environmental 
values and sensitivity of the place

• Recognise that ability for children to see native 
fauna, plants and flowers at the site s a key drawcard 
for local families - maintain and enhance these roles 
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Figure 3.11. Cultural features
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3.8 Tourism and recreation
The Living Desert State Park was excised from the Willyama 
Common for the purpose of establishing a nature 
conservation and tourist facility in 1992 managed under the 
CLM Act.

Current Recreational Activities
• Walking Tracks and Hikes

• Access to lookouts/views, 

• Picnicking,  barbeques and seating

• Sitting and immersion in the landscape, Bird Watching

• Access to cultural and natural heritage experiences 
within the floral/fauna sanctuary 

• Camping experiences

• Stargazing experiences if camping

• Sunrise / Sunset Viewing

• Space for Cultural, Community and private events

Park Visitor Areas
• Information / Paybay

• Picnic Area

• Sculpture Hill

• Starview Campsite

• Flora and Fauna Sanctuary conservation area

• Sundown Trail Carpark

Visitation
The Living Desert receives around 40,000 visitors per year. 
High season is April to October. Low season December to 
February. Shoulder months March and November.

Tourism operators regularly visit the Living Desert 
predominantly for Sunset tour experiences.

Considerations
• Improving site infrastructure to provide a better 

overall visitor experience

• Quality of built structures, types of materials in use 
and common identity throughout the park to create 
memorable experiences

• Investigate increasing walking opportunities while 
taking into account safety considerations and 
sensitive heritage areas

• Provision of spaces/places to enable a variety and 
flexibility in types of visitor experiences to take place 
ie places for stargazing/night time experiences 
beyond the campsite

• Carrying capacity, types of future events noting the 
cultural and environmental values and sensitivity of 
the place.
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Nearby recreation and visitor experiences include:
• Nine Mile Road is being used for recreation by runners, 

joggers and walkers.

• An existing network of Mountain bike trails, which are 
recorded in the popular Trailforks website, can be 
accessed from the trailhead behind the Broken Hill Golf 
and Country Club. Trailforks mapping indicates one of 
the trails is within the Living Desert boundary.

• Willyama Common areas are situated either side of the 
Living Desert

• The Living Desert area also includes part of a 
Regeneration Area on the south west boundary.

• Nine Mile Station to the north of the Living Desert, 
accessed via the Silver City Highway, is a working sheep 
station offering camping accommodation or shearing 
quarters accommodation.

N

Figure 3.12. Visitor precincts
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3.9 Visitation management
The council ranger team are responsible for all day to 
day visitation and site management.

Visitor Infrastructure / Facilities:
Picnic Area
• Picnic Shelters, Picnic tables, Gas BBQS and

• Toilets

• Visitor Carpark

Flora and Fauna Sanctuary conservation area
• Rest stops with seating, Picnic Shelter, 

• Temporary toilet (port-a-loo)

Sculpture Hill
• Visitor Carpark

• Bench seat

• Signage

Starview Campsite
• Separated Caravan/RV and Tent Camping area

• Amenities - Toilets and hot showers

• Picnic Shelters, Picnic tables, Gas BBQS

Information / Paybay
• Information shelter with paywave facility

• Separate ‘hut’ for Ranger

Sundown Trail Carpark
• Visitor Carpark(gravel)

• Signage

Considerations
• There are areas of the site without access to 

communications / signal for emergencies

N

Safety and security management
• Daily on-site ranger presence

• Adequate safety measures in place to provide for visitors 
experiencing dehydration, walking injuries and the like 
and being able to contact emergency services 
throughout the park 

• Sanctuary access - locations of perimeter gates to ensure 
that adequate access is provided for vehicular removal of 
persons from the Sanctuary if needed.

• Extreme weather events can cause flash flooding and 
impact visitor safety and infrastructure

• Limited bins in the reserve to avoid litter – only at the 
picnic area and the campsite

• No open fires are allowed, Gas BBQs only
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Starview Primitive Campsite

- Toilets x 4 (Two in each of the showers, two 
portable/temporay) 
- Shower x 2 (with disability access) 
- Solar pole x 1 (at Keypad entry)
- Keypad x 1
- Bin x 3
- Fire extinguisher x 8 (on every second van site           

plus one long hose)
- Star viewing seats
- Unpowered van site x 15
- BBQ x 2 (incl. disability access) (run with gas)
- Carpark
- Tent camping
- Fire extinguishers on every second van site plus 

one long hose
- Septic system has a capacity of 8000L, pumped 

out about 3 times a year
- No power site, there is town water access
- No fires or pets allowed

Flora and Fauna Reserve
- Ranger's office x 1
- Unisex Toilets x 1
- Portable Toilets x 1
- Seats x 9

Picnic Area
- Unisex Toilets(accessible) x 1
- Seats x 2
- Seats with table x 2
- BBQ x 1
- Water tanks x 2
- Gas bottles  x 1
- Carpark , can accommodate bus turning
- Area has been used for events

The Sculptures
- Seat x 1
- Survey Station x 1
- Part sealed informal carpark 
  layout, 70 spaces tbc

Sundown Trail
- Sundown natural trail marker x 14
- Carpark

0 500 1000 m

Figure 3.13. Visitor infrastructure
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environmental partnership collaborative team

3.10 Site management
Operational
• A dedicated Council Ranger team manages the day-to-

day operational and maintenance of the park including 
the Willyama Common and Regeneration Area.

• The ranger team currently consists of permanent ranger 
positions plus a temporary ranger until the 30th June 
2025.

•  A Volunteer Group has supported and assisted the 
rangers with general works across the site i.e. mulching, 
relaying pathways, pruning etc.

Role of Living Desert Ranger
• To control and co-ordinate tasks and activities necessary 

for the successful daily operations within the Living 
Desert, Living Desert Flora and Fauna Sanctuary, 
Willyama Common and Regeneration Area and to 
oversee the duties of staff and volunteers.

• Reports to the Visitor Services Coordinator

• Supervises staff and volunteers

• Ranger Duties are varied and include providing a 
professional verbal knowledge of the flora and fauna 
and Aboriginal culture to visitors to the Sanctuary; to 
cleaning and maintaining toilets and Campsite facilities, 
inspecting and maintaining predator proof fencing, 
animal management, maintaining all fixtures and assets, 
build and construct new fences, fixtures (seats, shade 
shelters etc.) and any other construction not requiring 
specialised trade personnel,  overseeing watering 
requirements of the Aboretum/Flora reserve amongst 
other duties

Considerations
• Adequate site facilities for both rangers and 

volunteers to carry out day-to-day tasks needs to be 
reviewed - access to shelter, toilet facilities, 
communications

• Due to distance from Council depots the supply of 
appropriate plant and equipment on site should be 
reviewed to ensure the Living Desert staff can 
efficiently carry out day-to-day tasks.

Role of Volunteer Group
• Volunteers have had a role at the Living Desert since its 

inception

• The existing volunteer group S355 Friends of the Flora 
and Fauna of the Barrier Ranges Community 
Committee has been in operation formally since 2001.

• The group has a working one day per month and there 
are around 20 active volunteers

• At the Council meeting held 30 October 2024, Council 
resolved to dissolve the S355 Friends of the Flora and 
Fauna of the Barrier Ranges Community Committee in 
order to transition to the Living Desert State Park 
Volunteer Group.

• The role of the Volunteer Group will be achieved by:

• Under the guidance of Council staff, participating in 
regular working bees to assist with the upkeep and 
beautification of the Living Desert State Park. - the 
John Simons Flora and Fauna Sanctuary - the Living 
Desert picnic area - the Sculpture Symposium site 
- the Star View Primitive Campground

• To undertake roles as Volunteer Tour Advisors at the 
Living Desert State Park on a rostered basis.

• To assist in the maintenance and future development 
of native flora and fauna within the State Park.

• By undertaking all activities in a manner consistent 
with Council’s Workplace Health and Safety 
requirements; and with the use of all designated 
personal protective equipment (e.g. gloves, safety 
glasses) as required by Council.

For further detail please refer to Business Plan within the 
Appendices to this report 
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3.10 Site management continued
Existing infrastructure and facilities:
• Its noted that much of the park facilities and 

infrastructure have been installed at low cost over time  
and enabled by the recycling of items from other 
council sites, grant funding for new items such as 
toilets, shelters, BBQs and the volunteer group and 
Rangers labour

Road Access and Drainage
• Primary visitor access sealed/two coat sealed roads and 

main carparks 
• Road Bridge/culverts over creeklines/drainage lines

Ranger Facilities and Equipment
• Rangers Office, petrol generator and staff parking 
• Equipment/storage sheds, parking areas

Communications
• No underground cabling on site, intermittent phone 

reception across the site.

Power
• No-on site power available. Solar poles operate keypads 

for after hours entry system and a petrol generator is 
located at the Rangers hut.

• Past proposals (REF 2000) outlined extending the 
overhead power lines on Nine Mile Road to the park

Potable Water
• Park is supplied with fresh water from town via pipeline. 

The supply  is sourced  from the town water supply via 
pipe network and tank system which supplies water to 
the Campground area and to the Flora Reserve

• Above ground pipe runs up the hill to the top of the 
Flora Reserve from a connection point on north west 
corner of the reserve. 

• Flora Reserve has a network of irrigation polypipe laid 

Considerations
• Communications and coverage across the park

• Water Infrastructure and planning for long term 
sustainability

• Are existing Ranger and Volunteer facilities 
adequate for present/future needs

• Impacts of any new infrastructure and maintenance 
access on views, natural/cultural heritage values, 

• Protection of site infrastructure from vandalism and 
maintaining adequate levels of maintenance for 
facilities for ongoing safety of visitors/users

• Monitoring for extreme weather events which may 
adversely impact infrastructure, landscape and 
visitor safety
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across the surface to assist with plant establishment.
• A number of small artificial watering holes have been 

established to provide watering points for fauna within 
the Flora Reserve. Picnic shelters etc have small rainwater 
tanks collecting rainwater from roofs.

Other Plant and Equipment
• A detailed review of current plant and equipment 

requirements should be undertaken with the Ranger team 
and Councils Plant and Fleet Coordinator to assess future 
needs, if dedicated equipment for exclusive use of the 
Living Desert staff is required.

• Location of equipment storage facilities needs careful 
consideration to ensure visual impacts are considered. 
The existing ranger storage shed and parking area is 
highly visible from points along the Cultural Walking 
track. Visual mitigation of existing structures etc, 
consideration of materials (ie non reflective) and 
positioning/orientation of staff carparking to be 
considered.

N

Figure 3.14. Operational infrastructure
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3.11 Sustainability
Respecting the environment is an overriding principle of 
sustainable design - creating or managing outdoor 
environments which minimises the impact on local ecology 
and reduces resource consumption. Sustainable design 
solutions foster biodiversity, mitigate environmental impact, 
and promote resilience against climate change. By 
prioritising sustainability, this design philosophy significantly 
contributes to reducing carbon footprints and enhancing the 
natural beauty of our surroundings for future generations.

Climate Change
Broken Hill Council are using the ‘Far West Climate Change 
snapshot’ (OEH) as a framework for current projects related 
to Risk Management where infrastructure is likely impacted 
by temperature and climate events.

Broken Hill Council are planning both 20 year and 40 year 
forward scenarios so Council is prepared for the future of 
Climate change effects in council responsible service areas.
The long-term temperature trend indicates that 
temperatures in the region have been increasing since 1950, 
with the largest increase in temperature variables coming in 
the recent decades. The Far West Region is projected to 
continue to warm during the near future (2020–2039) and far 
future (2060–2079), compared to recent years (1990–2009).

The warming is projected to be on average about 0.7°C in 
the near future, increasing to about 2.1°C in the far future. 
The number of high temperature days is projected to 
increase, with fewer potential frost risk nights anticipated.

The warming trend projected for the region is large 
compared to natural variability in temperature and is of a 
similar order to the rate of warming projected for other 
regions of NSW.

Considerations
• Integrating ESD principles into the existing site 

management, planning, design and implementation 
of any facilities and infrastructure

• Further design studies and implementation projects 
should take a ‘whole of life’ approach and follow 
climate positive design principles

• Choice of materials, design life and implementation 
of new infrastructure should consider the potential 
increased frequency of climatic events i.e. Flooding 
and erosion

• Consider use of benchmarks and climate tools 
(Climate positive pathfinder challenge) to provide 
guidance on emission targets for the Living Desert.

• Consider operational emissions in future 
management planning and ongoing maintenance

Best practice guidance on Sustainability:
1. Sustainability Guidelines for visitor use and tourism 

in NSW national parks:

 •Site suitability and compatibility with natural and 
cultural values

 •Sustainable resource use

 •Appropriate built form and scale

2. Sustainability assessment criteria for visitor use and 
tourism in NSW national parks 

 •Sustainable construction practices and compliance 
with Building Code of Australia, Disability (Access 
To Premises – Buildings) Standards 2010, and 
other relevant Australian standards.

 •Environmental Sustainability, for example park 
management strategies to implement park 
closures, have access restricted to certain areas, in 
the interests of visitor safety and environmental 
sustainability. This may be necessary due to 
bushfire, flood, storm damage, fire prevention 
measures, maintenance and pest control 
operations.

3. Climate Positive Design principles, Australian 
Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA)

 •Climate positive design meaning that over the life 
of a project, it sequesters more greenhouse gases 
than it emits. Co-benefits of climate positive 
projects include Social; Cultural; Environmental 
and Economic.
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The following 20 years Vision for time and related 
opportunities are drawn from the consultation undertaken 
for the Living Desert Strategic Masterplan with Council 
officers, on site staff, and community groups.

Opportunities
Opportunities for improvement / enhancement

• First Nations – “on Country experience” – currently 
none in Broken Hill.

• More indigenous story telling and stronger indigenous 
character to the site

• Improved telecoms signals implemented to provide 
improved safety and better potential for 
interpretational mediums

• Application of Technology to provide more detailed 
interpretation and to tell stories

• Potential audio trails

• Integration and coordination with the Geo Centre 
– potential for orientation to learn about the formation 
of the landform, minerals and landscape and then 
come out to the LD and see in-situ

• Tell the story of the dust storms, the pioneering 
regeneration areas and formation of the Green Belt

• Tell the story  the reserve – why was it put there ?   

• Improve interpretation in the Arboretum - names of 
plants and animals easily accessible

• Promote the feeding of the animals as a visitor 
attraction

• Use of Technology including applications (App) – to 
provide interpretation and tell stories

• More summer shelter in elevated locations looking out 
to views

Stakeholder vision
Vision for 20 years time (2044)

• The natural environment is fully restored

• First Nations involvement in site conservation and 
collaboration with Council has been fully realised

• The Living Desert has become a major place to 
experience and learn about First Nations heritage and 
living culture

• The Living desert is a place for First Nations people to 
be on Country and conduct cultural practices

• There is strong engagement from visitors, able to 
access to information of environment culture and 
heritage in more interesting ways. 

• There are regular tours

• Visitation has access to optimum technology to tell 
stories, educate and enhance the experience of the 
site

• There are interpretation mediums that help visitors 
understand the geological character and features of 
Broken Hill

• There is greater accessibility for all abilities including at 
the Sculptures and at the Arboretum

• There are more walks and trails available that become 
part of the attraction of the reserve

• There is updated functional infrastructure that is always 
sympathetic to the natural character of the place and 
does not stand out

• The natural environment is always most prominent in 
views and vistas

4.0 Masterplan strategies
4.1 Guiding principles for the Living Desert
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• Better protection of landscape around sculptures – 
people trample vegetation getting to best photo 
points

• Use of boardwalks to provide improved accessibility 
for people with disabilities and reduce physical and 
visual impacts on landscape

• Provide more recreational trail connection and loops 
along interesting routes

• Harness the seasonality of the place – promote 
different seasonal activities and experiences 

• Increase the presence of women artists on the site

• Explore potential for temporary art installations that 
build on and contribute to the arts profile of the 
place

• Potential for major temporary event that could occur 
yearly – similar to Sculpture by the Sea

• Promote star gazing and night sky photography as a 
reason to visit

• Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – eg. meteor showers

• Promote the site as an event location learning from 
events of the past (eg. Jazz)

• Collaborate with partners to undertaken events of all 
scales

• Promote / encourage film set use

Figure 4.1  Key opportunities for improvement / enhancement
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Masterplanning Principles
Master planning principles provide high level guidance to planning and management strategies and are listed under the core site 
value of “Connecting with Country” and the four supporting site values of the Living Desert.

CULTURE

• Conserve and protect Aboriginal heritage in 
accordance with First Nations custodians advise 
and relevant legislation and policy

• Conserve and protect non aboriginal heritage in 
accordance with heritage advise and relevant 
legislation and policy

• Curate develop and expand the arts and cultural 
fabric of the Living Desert in complement to 
natural qualities and avoiding over proliferation of 
elements

CONNECTING WITH COUNTRY

• Recognise and celebrate First Nations ownership 
of the lands of the Living Desert

• Respect and protect the land, waters, and sky of 
the Living Desert

• Develop a collaborative approach to planning and 
managing the Living Desert with First Nations 
community

• Facilitate on “Country activities” by community

• Conserve, protect and tell stories of First Nations 
archaeology and other First Nations heritage and 
culture on site in consultation with community

ENVIRONMENT

• Protect natural geology, soils, landform drainage 
and vegetation

• Continue the reconstruction of natural ecosystems 
on the site recognising the vegetation 
management focus of the Arboretum and the 
integrated fauna and flora goals of the Sanctuary 

• Recognise the intention for Living Desert to 
conserve and showcase not only site endemic flora 
and fauna species but also that of the broader 
bio-region

• Manage in collaboration with other land managers, 
introduced flora and animal species within the 
broader 2400ha reserve to mitigate impacts 

• Maintain the experience of and immersion in the 
natural landscape as the key and dominant 
experience of the site for visitors
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SUSTAINABILITY

• Manage the environment and visitation of the site having 
regard for its climatic conditions and limitations

• Have regard for climate change in planning and management

• Ensure design and materials of constructed facilities are of 
low visual impact compatible with the natural character of the 
site

• Site and construct site facilities to optimise the experience 
and appreciation of the natural landscape and avoid impacts

• Use materials that are from sustainable sources and supply 
chains 

• Refine where appropriate site management systems to 
optimise functional and cost effectiveness 

• Monitor and manage power and water use

• Control and manage runoff and waste water to avoid impact 
on natural drainage systems and the environment generally

TOURISM / RECREATION

• Based on consultation with stakeholders develop First Nations stories of the site and provide a range of 
interpretational opportunities including guided tours / on country experiences 

• Leverage and enhance aspects of the site that can provide memorable (Instagrammable) moments for 
visitors that can generate further interest and encourage return visits

• Enhance existing experiences and activities and where possible provide additional reasons for locals to 
visit and use the Living Desert on a regular basis

• Improve ticketing and entry systems to both encourage use and optimise revenue

• Promote and leverage  all the qualities of the Living Desert (not just the sculptures) including trail 
walking, bird watching, night sky watching, wildflower viewing

• Promote and leverage the seasonal qualities of the Living Desert

• Develop collaborative approach with tour operators and expand opportunities for tour group visitation

• Expand event capacity of accommodation and range of accommodation offerings avoiding permanent 
development and impact on the landscape
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4.2 Connecting with Country
The Living Desert site is a significant place  for the First 
Nations peoples of Broken Hill.

Present on the site are a range of Archaeological features 
and the connections to ancient culture provide a key value 
to be integrated to future planning and management.

The Living Desert site falls within lands subject to the Native 
Title determination of 2015 for non-exclusive access and 
use of the Barkandji Native Title Group Aboriginal 
Corporation.  The determination lists the community groups 
that fall within the broader Barkandji community and this 
includes the Wilyakali people of Broken Hill.

The Strategic Masterplan has a clear focus on building a 
stronger First Nations presence on site and in planning and 
management for the site through an ongoing working 
collaboration with Council and other stakeholders.

Objectives

• To collaborate with First Nations peoples in the 
planning and care of The Living Desert embedding 
cultural knowledge and strengthening connection to 
Country through shared stewardship and meaningful 
involvement 

• The Living desert is a place for First Nations people 
to be on Country and conduct cultural practices

• The Living Desert becomes a major place to 
experience and learn about First Nations heritage 
and living culture

Strategies

1. Facilitate involvement of First Nations community in 
the planning and management of the Living Desert.

2. Enable and encourage First Nations on Country 
activities and undertaking of cultural practices on 
site.

3. Plan and implement in collaboration with First 
Nations community a facility (shelter or building) 
that can support First Nations On Country activities 
on the Living Desert

4. Identify through Collaboration with First Nations 
stakeholders desire to establish First Nations 
naming for the place and if applicable - preferred 
names for the Place and various site locations

5. Plan and implement in collaboration with First 
Nations community a stronger First Nations 
character to the site through the fabric of the place, 
interpretation and First Nations involvement and 
presence

6.  Plan and implement more First Nations story telling 
across the site developed in collaboration with First 
Nations stakeholders

7. Develop and implement in collaboration with First 
Nations stakeholders a First Nations – “on Country 
experience” for visitors – currently none in Broken 
Hill

8. In collaboration with First Nations stakeholders 
review desirability and suitability of naming for 
key park features and in particular new features in 
language.
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4.3 Conserving the qualities of the Living Desert

Habitat 
The Living Desert is a complex mix of habitat qualities 
forming part of the Barrier Ranges geological, soils and 
vegetation profile.

The creation of the nature reserve in the 1990’s and in 
particular the installation of control fencing has created a 
microsm where predation and foraging by both native and 
introduced animals is altered.  This is reflected in the good 
condition of the landscape within the reserve, and further 
emphasised by the presence of vegetation and fauna from 
the broader bioregion which may not be found in the area if 
not introduced.

This approach creates a hybrid landscape which fulfils the 
goals of the original flora and fauna reserve but requires a 
managed approach to sustain and ongoing balance.

Objectives

• The natural environment is fully restored to the 
agreed targets

• Management of fauna within the Sanctuary and on 
the broader Living Desert site is sustainable in the 
long term

• Visitors understand and appreciate the goals and 
history of the Living Desert

Strategies

1. Develop targets for management of the Arboretum 
detailing agreed habitat target environment and 
flora species range

2. Develop targets for management of the Sanctuary 
detailing agreed habitat target environment and 
fauna and flora species range

3. Develop targets for management of the habitats 
outside of the fenced / controlled Sanctuary and 
Arboretum

4. Guided by 1-3 consider the potential for revisiting of 
earlier proposals to re-introduce Yellow Footed Rock 
Wallaby to the site

5. Plan, resource and implement management systems 
that can effectively manage the environment 
including flora and fauna to the agreed targets

6. Improve interpretation in the Arboretum - names of 
plants and animals easily accessible 

7. Review role of animal feeding in Fauna management 
strategies for the site - if appropriate - promote the 
feeding of the animals as a visitor attraction
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4.3 Conserving the qualities of the Living Desert

Objectives

• Items of significance for First Nations and Historical 
heritage are identified and protected

• There is strong engagement from visitors, able to 
access to information of environment culture and 
heritage in more interesting ways. 

• There are regular tours

• Visitation has access to optimum technology to tell 
stories and educate

• There are interpretation mediums that help visitors 
understand the geological character and features of 
Broken Hill

Heritage 
As outlined in section 4.1, the Living Desert site is one of 
high importance to the First Nations people of Broken Hill 
and lies within the lands subject to the Barkandji Native Title 
determination of 2015.

In terms of non-indigenous cultural heritage, Broken Hill is 
Australia’s first heritage listed city and has played a key role 
in its economic and industrial development.  The Living 
Desert has become one of the most recognisable images of 
Broken Hill and its melding of nature and culture.

All of these threads should play a role in the conservation 
and optimisation of the Living Desert’s diverse heritage 
values.

Strategies

1. Items of significance for First Nations and Historical 
heritage are identified and their significance 
analysed and documented

2. Items of significance for First Nations and Historical 
heritage are protected and conserved 

3. Items of significance for First Nations and Historical 
heritage are interpreted through a range of 
mediums to enhance visitor experiences and 
understanding of the site

4. Improved telecoms signals implemented to provide 
improved safety and better potential for 
interpretational mediums

5. Application of Technology to provide more detailed 
interpretation and to tell stories (including audio 
trails)

6. Explore integration and coordination with the Geo 
Centre – potential for orientation to learn about the 
formation of the landform, minerals and landscape 
and then come out to the LD and see in-situ

7. Tell the story  the reserve – why was it put there?

8. Tell the story of the dust storms, the pioneering 
regeneration areas and formation of the Green Belt



LIVING DESERT BROKEN HILL   STRATEGIC MASTER PLAN

47
environmental partnership collaborative team

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t 0 500 1000 m

Flora and Fauna Reserve

Arrival - Pay Bay

Sundown Trail

Sculptures Hill

BROKEN HILL

WILLYAMA
COMMON

WILLYAMA
COMMON

BROKEN HILL
GOLF &

COUNTRY
CLUB

BROKEN HILL
RACECOURSE

IMPERIAL
LAKES

NINE MILE STATION

Lower carpark

Picnic Area

Starview Campsite

LEGENDS - MP Strategies

Views/experiencesRecreation Access HilltopsHilltops

Legend

10m Contours300

High PointRL 360

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Ridgeline

Potential walking tracks

Existing walking tracks

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail

Cultural Walking Trail

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

View/experience

Legend

MP Strategy OPPS

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Access

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Lookouts / Views

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Entry statement to Living Desert

Proposed walking tracks

Potential elevated boardwalk

Off-park MTB Trails (Trailforks)

Potential MTB Trail 

Existing MTB Trail (Trailforks) 
- Investigate formalisation

Existing walking track

Strategy Opps

Activities - MTBActivities - MTB

Legend

Potential MTB Trail 

Potential MTB Trailhead

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Potential Shared Use Trail

On-road Cycle

Off-park MTB Trails (Trailforks)

Existing MTB Trail (Trailforks) 
- Investigate formalisation

Existing MTB Trailhead - Off-park

Activities - Stargazing

Strategy - Habitat

Legend

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill 
Complex Subregion - Barrier Range 

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Regeneration Areas

Creek / Drainage line

ST Habitat Strategy - Heritage

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

First Nations Historical heritage Item
- recorded on past surveys

Sculpture Symposium

ST Heritage

View/experience

Legend

High Point

Potential walking tracks

Existing walking tracks

Lookouts / Views

Living Desert: Visitor Area

ST Art / Culture

Activities -  Star Gazing Activities -  Events Managing Visitation Infrastructure Management

Sustainability

Activities - Stargazing

Legend

Sunrise / Sunset experience

Stargazing experience 

Strategy - Art/Culture

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Existing curated artwork

Potential temporary art installation 

Astronomy viewing location

Entry statement to Living Desert

Approach artwork markers

Strategy - Activities Events

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Activities -  ImmersionStrategy - Immersion

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Strategy - Managing 
visitation

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Visitor entry gate

Visitor Pay Station

Strategy - Infrastructure 
management

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Unsealed maintenance / informal track

Culvert/bridge

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Unsealed maintenance / informal track

N

1 2 3

4 5

6 7 8

0                500            1000m    

Figure 4.4  Heritage strategies



BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL 

48 May 2025

4.3 Conserving the qualities of the Living Desert

Objectives

• Views from high points across the site are protected 

• The natural environment is always most prominent in 
views and vistas

• Provision of updated functional infrastructure that is 
sympathetic to the natural character of the place and 
does not stand out

• The landscape around sculptures is protected from 
damage by people seeking best photo points

Strategies

1. Analyse siting and design of proposed facilities from 
potential viewing points to prevent impact to views 
and natural character of views from around the site

2. Provide more recreational trail connections and loops 
along visually interesting routes

3. Provide alternative access experiences around 
sculptures that offer better viewing points than going 
off trails / paths

4. Provide more summer shelter in elevated locations 
looking out to views

5. Promote star gazing and night sky photography as a 
reason to visit Living Desert

6. Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – eg meteor showers

Views and visual experiences 
As the highest point in Broken Hill, the Sculpture Hill is one 
of a series of high points within the Living Desert that 
provide panoramic outlooks over the desert landscape and 
towards Broken Hill City.

At the same time the Living Desert is highly valued as a 
place providing immersion in nature and the opportunity to 
experience the natural landscape of the desert.

As such the protection and optimisation of the hilltop 
viewing points and the ability to experience a natural 
landscape setting are key drivers for the strategic 
masterplan.

Barrier Ranges Bush Walking Group

Susan+Dugdale+and+Associates - Ormiston Gorge
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4.3 Conserving the qualities of the Living Desert

Objectives

• A long term vision of arts and culture on the site 
is provided that evolves the role and depth of this 
quality of the Living Desert

• Arts and culture have a broader relationship to the 
site than just the Sculpture Hill

• An increased First Nations arts and cultural presence 
on the site

• An increased presence of women artists on the site

Strategies

1. Conserve arts and culture as key influences on the 
character of the Living Desert and an attraction for 
visitors and locals

2. Review how the role of art and culture should best 
be managed for the next 20 years of life of the 
Living Desert including:

• expanding the perception of art on the site to 
more than the Sculpture Hill

• reviewing the ongoing curation, management 
and maintenance of the Sculpture Hill with arts 
stakeholders

• Further developing First Nations arts presence 
on site

• Preventing impacts on First Nations and historical 
heritage

• An increased presence of women artists on the 
site

• Exploring potential for temporary art installations

• Facilitating and promoting site as an event 
location

Art and culture
The Sculpture Symposium from which the artworks to the 
sculpture hill were implemented in 1993 form an important 
legacy to the current day association of arts and culture with 
Broken Hill.   

Also fundamental to this identity is the connection of the 
town to pre-eminent artists such Pro Hart and Jack Absolom 
among others.

The town draws artists with its melding of the desert 
landscape and industrial / working history and associated 
culture and stories.

The Living Desert can continue to play a key role in this 
identity and can help shape the further evolution and 
development of arts and culture in Broken Hill.

3. Following on from strategy 2.  develop “Living 
Desert Arts and Cultural Management Plan” to 
support and supplement this Masterplan, the 
Living Desert PoM and other Councils strategies 
and policies providing direction to curation and 
management of art and culture on the site including 
the Sculpture Hill

4. In liaison with First Nations stakeholders, plan and 
implement increased presence of permanent and 
temporary First Nations arts and cultural mediums 
on the site

5. Explore potential for temporary art installations that 
build on and contribute to the arts profile of the 
place

6. Review and refine events role for large and small 
events 

7. Develop events guidelines for large and small 
events

8. Collaborate with partners to undertake events of all 
scales

9. Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – for example meteor showers

10. Encourage appropriate use of the Living Desert as a 
film and photography site that leverage its natural 
qualities
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Figure 4.6  Arts and culture strategies
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4.4 Understanding the Living Desert

The Living Desert’s stories embrace Wilyakali Culture, 
endemic plant and animal life, European uses of the 
land and a continuous spirit of creativity expressed 
through art, particularly sculptural intervention in the 
landscape.

• “A means of sharing.” 1

• Curatorial Vision.

• “Interpretation means all the 
ways of presenting the cultural 
significance of a place.” 2

• “Any communication process 
to reveal meanings.” 3

• Integrated implementation.

• Consultation with Aboriginal, non-Aboriginal 
and Agency stakeholders.

• ‘Meaningful places matter 
to us - when a visitor to 
a place extracts such 
meanings, the place is 
assured of living forever in 
the human mind.’9

• ‘Interpretation helps 
people enrich their 
understanding and 
appreciation of the world, 
and their role within it.’10

• “Relationships of cultural 
and natural heritage to 
the public through first 
hand involvement with an 
object, artefact, landscape 
or site.” 4

• “Enriches our lives through 
engaging emotions, 
enhancing experiences and 
deepening understanding of 
people, places, events and 
objects from the past and the 
present.” 5

• “Interpreters...should aim 
to present the “soul” of 
the place; to explain why it 
was important in the past, 
is important today and will 
be important in the future, 
as well as what constitutes 
its outstanding and unique 
value.” 6

• "Not instruction  
but provocation" 7

• Establishing Themes.

• “Helping visitors understand 
the character of the place, 
explaining its meanings, 
providing experiences and 
provoking emotions.” 7

Interpretation

Cultural Heritage

Natural Heritage

Tourism

Scientific Study

Art and Craft

Advocacy

Architecture and  
Landscape Architecture

Key: Disciplines and Concepts
1. ‘Interpreting Heritage Places and Items 

Guidelines’, Heritage NSW

2. Burra Charter

3. Interpretation Canada

4. Interpretation Canada

5.  The Association for Heritage 
Interpretation United Kingdom

6. Freeman Tilden

7. Freeman Tilden

8. Marek Nowacki (2012)

9. Interpretation specialist, Professor Sam 
Ham

10. Interpretation Australia

Global best practice Interpretation Diagram

The Living Desert National Park is Aboriginal land, first and foremost 
home to Wilyakali People. The Living Desert is a living cultural 
landscape, with possibilities for stories of ancient creation, inter-
generational knowledge of caring for Country and living sustainably 
through seasonal changes. The Living Desert has experienced 
change through European occupation and mining, and in the last 30 
years an evocative regeneration story and creation of a plant and 
animal sanctuary. The landmark ‘Symposium’ in 1993 hosted the 
creation of iconic sculptures that have become a signature for the 
park. Creativity is a core feature of the park, with subsequent 
sculptural works and as a place of inspiration and connection to 
nature for artists.

It is clear that The Living Desert has many stories to share. Visitor 
interpretation is a way of sharing these stories, ‘helping people 
enrich their understanding and appreciation of the world, and their 
role within it.’ (Interpretation Australia).‘Visitor experiences are 
enriched through quality interpretation and information.’

Visitor interpretation is a key element of the The Living Desert 
experience. It provides opportunities for appropriate and authentic 
storytelling that can be embedded into visitor journeys via a range 
of accessible and inclusive mediums to truly enhance visitors’ 
understanding and appreciation of The Living Desert.
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Stories to share

The Living Desert’s stories embrace First Nations Culture, 
endemic plant and animal life, European uses of the land and a 
continuous spirit of creativity expressed through art, particularly 
sculptural intervention in the landscape.

A living, creative 
and Cultural 

sanctuary

Culture Creativity

Life

The Living Desert is a living cultural landscape, with 
possibilities for stories of ancient creation, inter generational 
knowledge of caring for Country and living sustainably 
through seasonal changes. The Living Desert has 
experienced change through European occupation and 
mining, and in the last 30 years an evocative regeneration 
story and creation of the plant and animal sanctuary.

The landmark ‘Symposium’ in 1993 hosted the creation of 
iconic sculptures that have become a signature for the park. 
Creativity is a core feature of the park, with subsequent 
sculptural works and as a place of inspiration and 
connection to nature for artists.

It is clear that The Living Desert National Park has many 
stories to share. Visitor interpretation is a way of sharing 
these stories, ‘helping people enrich their understanding 
and appreciation of the world, and their role within it.’ 
(Interpretation Australia).‘Visitor experiences are enriched 
through quality interpretation and information.’

Living
Stories and interpretation 
ideas:
• Wilyakali culture
• Sanctuary - regeneration
• Botanical rigour
• Sustainable
• Science
• Wildlife
• Diversity
• Endemic
• Geology

Culture
Stories and interpretation 
ideas:

• ‘Cultural Walk’ - which 
requires review and 
update by Wilyakali

• Updated, contemporary 
Wilyakali perspectives

• Joint management - 
Wilyakali

• Wilyakali Cultural officer
• Language
• Sky Country 

interpretation and 
activities

Creative
Stories and interpretation 
ideas:
• Wilyakali cultural 

creativity
• Symposium Sculptures
• TAFE Sculptures
• Artists seeking 

inspiration (Art 
Exchange)

• Events
• Sculptures and or other 

art mediums by women
• Regular temporary art 

activations

Stories and interpretation ideas
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INTERPRETATION PRINCIPLES

• Recognise The Living Desert as the ancestral home 
of Wilyakali, embracing the narratives, languages, 
customs, and knowledge systems.

• Utilise visitor interpretation to enhance safe 
experiences, foster understanding, and promote 
respect for the park’s Cultural and natural values, 
as well as its more recent historical significance.

• Ensure cultural interpretation adheres to 
appropriate protocols, with the right storytellers 
sharing the right stories in the right place, time, 
and manner. First Nations representatives will be 
integral to interpretation development teams.

• Implement authentic and lawful methods for 
sharing culture, respecting Indigenous Cultural and 
Intellectual Property (ICIP) principles.

• Foster collaboration with diverse subject matter 
experts, including Wilyakali representatives, park 
staff, artists, historians, researchers, scientists, 
naturalists, and pastoralists.

Guiding Principles for Interpretation Development in The Living Desert
The development of The Living Desert National Park Interpretation Strategy is underpinned 
by the following principles:

• Develop flexible interpretation strategies that allow 
for updates, refreshes, and changes to reflect 
evolving understanding and circumstances.

• Ensure interpretive outcomes are supported by 
sustainable development pathways.

• Use interpretation to cultivate a deep 
understanding and appreciation of The Living 
Desert National Park’s unique ecosystems, 
biodiversity, and geological features, encouraging 
environmental stewardship among visitors.

• Adopt a holistic approach to visitor interpretation 
that encompasses the values and character of 
people and place, aligns with stakeholder goals 
and objectives, appropriately shares themes and 
stories, showcases available experiences, and 
considers how different visitors will best connect 
with each element.

• Prioritise accessible and inclusive visitor 
interpretation, ensuring that all visitors, regardless 
of physical abilities or socio-cultural backgrounds, 
can fully engage with and appreciate the park’s 
natural and cultural heritage. 

How to use this Strategy
The Living Desert Interpretation Strategy is designed as a 
roadmap for enhancing the visitor experience in The Living 
Desert National Park through effective, respectful and 
innovative interpretation. It serves as a guide for The Living 
Desert National Park staff, First Nations  and interpretation 
partners, providing direction on foundational principles 
through to actionable steps. Hyperlinks to relevant pages 
within the strategy document and to external documents 
have been provided.

This strategy is designed as a living document, meant to 
inspire collaboration, innovation, and continuous 
improvement. Regular engagement with its contents will 
ensure interpretive efforts remain dynamic and responsive to 
the evolving landscape of visitor expectations and park 
narratives.
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Ways of Sharing

Ways of sharing describes the different interpretive mediums 
through which The Living Desert’s values can be shared with 
visitors:

• Face to Face interpretation, such as guided tours and hands-on 
workshops, is crucial for providing visitors with direct experiences and 
understanding.

• Signage plays a vital role in narrating The Living Desert’s story. Efforts 
to update displays with a cohesive design that aligns with the 
environment and its narratives will enhance visitor engagement.

• Digital media, including augmented and virtual reality, audio guides, 
and interactive platforms, enhance the visitor experience by offering 
multi-layered content and improving accessibility.

• Sound, lighting, projection and language are sensory elements that 
elevate the overall experience. Audio allows for narratives, cultural 
music, and diverse languages, while strategic lighting and projections 
can transform spaces, especially during evening hours.

• Art and craft, including public installations and workshops, provide 
opportunities for visitors to immerse themselves in Wilyakali traditions 
and lore.

• Object displays and outdoor exhibitions can create immersive 
interpretive environments that offer interactive cultural narratives.

• Events provide multi-sensory experiences that embody The Living 
Desert’s core themes and stories.

• Each proposed method contributes to a comprehensive interpretive 
experience for visitors. The following outlines key interpretation types 
and associated possibilities:

Face to Face

Sound

Events

Lighting + Projection

Art + Craft

Language + Naming

Signage

Digital Media

Exhibition and display
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In-person interpretation through tours, workshops, and 
events featuring First Nations  representatives is the most 
impactful method at The Living Desert. There’s potential to 
expand visitor offerings, generate revenue, and strengthen 
First Nations communities  role in cultural storytelling.

A First Nations  focus aligns with best practices for 
delivering authentic experiences, allowing greater control in 
sharing culture and increasing benefits for individuals and 
communities.

Opportunities
First Nations led opportunities:

Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nations stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently.

• Enhancing training for non-Aboriginal guides by First 
Nations representatives, park staff, and field experts.

• Developing a comprehensive “The Living Desert 
Knowledge for Tour Guides” course.

• Encouraging tour operators to engage First Nations 
guides.

• Creating platforms for First Nations community to share 
interpretation ideas.

• Expanding food-based and art-based experiences at 
various scales and price points.

• Increasing thematic tours for specialised cultural and 
natural immersion, such as gender-specific tours, 
truth-telling tours, and sustainability-focused 
experiences.

• Growing multi-day events with various opportunities for 
First Nations involvement based on individual 
preferences and skills.

Natural heritage opportunities:

• Expand science and sustainability-focused tours that 
highlight The Living Desert’s natural and cultural 
heritage.

• Increase tours led by scientists and subject matter 
experts. Consider a guest series featuring renowned 
professionals, connecting visitors with cutting-edge 
research on preserving significant natural sites.

• Integrate expert presentations, tours, and activities into 
themed events. For example, organize a Living Desert 
Bird Week, inviting ornithologists and naturalists to lead 
specialised activities.

• Incorporate environmental advocacy into tours, 
educating visitors on ways they can contribute to 
conservation efforts.

• Enhance guide training by establishing improved 
information channels with ongoing and recently 
completed scientific research in relevant fields.

• Note that any new commercial experiences, tours, or 
events would require appropriate licensing and permit 
approvals.

Face to Face
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Traditional Owner-led art tours at Kakadu, 
traveldailymedia.com

Blue Mountains tour led by Anderson’s Tour, 
Tripadvisor

Pudakul Aboriginal Cultural Tours at Lambell’s 
Lagoon in the Top End offers bushtucker walks 
and tastings, painting, weaving, and didgeridoo 
demonstrations, pudakul.com.au

Grand Cliff Top Walk guided tour at Wentworth 
Falls, nationalparks.nsw.gov

Traditional canoe-making in a demonstration and 
workshop by Gringai/Worimi man and Cultural 
Knowledge Holder Luke Russell, UNSW Galleries

Accessible and inclusive opportunities:

• Create programs that accommodate diverse learning 
styles, including tactile and sensory activities.

• Design in-person experiences that cater to various age 
groups, cultural backgrounds, languages, and physical 
abilities.

• Implement staff training programs focusing on cultural 
competence, accessibility awareness, and inclusive 
engagement techniques.
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Signage displays are crucial components of the visitor 
experience, particularly for self-guided tours. The Living 
Desert currently features a mixture of outdated and 
deteriorating signage. A comprehensive strategy and brand 
style guide for cohesive, modern interpretive signage is 
necessary.

To address these needs, a versatile signage suite should be 
developed, offering various sizes and styles to suit different 
locations and allow the natural landscape to remain the 
focal point. High-traffic areas will require different signage 
solutions compared to more secluded spots.

Signage also presents opportunities to enhance accessibility 
and inclusivity. Incorporating elements like QR codes or 
other scannable features can provide access to digital 
content, including multilingual interpretations for 
international visitors.

Opportunities
• Consider introducing First Nations voices at all 

trailheads, either through written quotes or digital 
media activated by scannable signage, such as audio 
recordings.  Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all 
contingent on what Wilyakali stakeholders agree to 
support/pursue - liaison is in progress currently.

• Incorporate active prompts for sensory engagement on 
new and revitalised walks, encouraging visitors to use 
their senses of smell, sight, and touch. For example, use 
directive words like “Listen” to guide the experience.

• Explore three-dimensional and tactile elements in 
signage design, including frames and housing, to 
convey concepts through form, scale, imagery, and 
texture.

• Integrate poetry and other literary arts to create 
emotional connections for visitors when communicating 
cultural narratives.

• Ensure signage design allows for easy content updates 
and the ability to temporarily or permanently remove 
names, images, or other content when required for 
cultural reasons, such as during periods of mourning.

• Design signage to be accessible to a wide range of 
visitors, considering factors such as height for children 
and wheelchair users, incorporating braille, using clear 
and understandable language, including universal 
symbols and images, and providing tactile elements or 
audio narration in key languages. Consult relevant 
accessibility standards to ensure adherence to best 
practices in sign design and installation.

Signage
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Using art and illustration to weave a story. By being 
placed in the ground, this sign is recessive and 
secondary to the landscape, Toorale Homestead, 
SUPERSENSE

Using tactile elements to communicate concepts in 
an evocative and accessible way, Schöneberg Nature 
Park, Grün Berlin / Frank Sperling, tactilestudio.co

Situating signage sensitively in the landscape, Heini 
Jones

Flexible signage allows for refresh of content at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Cranbourne, lookear

Signage ‘activated’ by the landscape, Gour De 
Tazenat, by Atelier Cap, atelier-cap.fr
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Incorporating First Nationslanguage presents a significant 
opportunity for interpretation. Beyond updating place 
names and integrating language into tours, advanced 
delivery methods such as digital platforms with audio 
capabilities offer enhanced visitor engagement.

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nations stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently.

• Provide audio guides for correct pronunciation, 
delivered by First Nations representatives, digital means 
(QR codes or apps), or on-site speakers.

• Offer language lessons for visitors, either in-person with 
Wilyakali instructors or through digital platforms.

• Prominently feature First Nations words on signage 
alongside English translations, and integrate them into 
architectural and landscape designs.

• Create language-based ‘Welcome to Country’ 
recordings.

• Develop multilingual audiovisual and immersive 
installations.

• Incorporate language into oral history presentations.

• Produce publications featuring First Nations language.

• Increase efforts to preserve and promote First 
Nationslanguages.

Language and Naming

A still from an animated poem, spoken in the Sydney Language, 
written by Gadigal-Thungutti man, Joel Davison, Warrane 
Exhibition, SUPERSENSE

Scan a QR code to hear language, SUPERSENSE

“Safeguarding the diversity of 
languages is crucial to protecting both 
cultural and biological diversity.”
UNESCO 2001 Universal Declaration  
on Cultural Diversity
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Digital technologies offer innovative ways to enhance 
storytelling and complement other interpretive methods at 
The Living Desert. These tools provide engaging 
experiences for visitors of all ages, leveraging their 
familiarity with digital devices.

Digital content can be accessed both on-site and remotely, 
in visitor centres and throughout the landscape. For areas 
with limited Wi-Fi, experiences can be pre-downloaded or 
triggered by GPS locations. Off-site digital access serves as 
an effective preview and trip planning tool for potential 
visitors.

It’s crucial to consider Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual 
Property (ICIP) Protocols when sharing stories digitally to 
protect against copyright infringement.

Digital Interpretation - 
‘Pre, During and Post’ Visit 
A digital layer enhances physical interpretation, offering 
additional engagement through City of Broken Hill Council 
platforms or other shareable interfaces. This approach 
enables diverse storytelling and facilitates self-guided tours. 
Improved Wi-Fi coverage will expand digital interpretation 
opportunities park-wide.

The strategy aims to implement feasible digital initiatives 
immediately while planning more complex concepts for 
future implementation. Digital interpretation should be 
designed for growth, with flexible, open-source platforms to 
ensure long-term relevance.

Opportunities
• Develop tailored, multi-layered content for diverse 

visitor preferences

• Utilize QR codes and GPS for location-based digital 
experiences

• Offer rich content on visitors’ personal devices, 
including virtual guides and environmental change 
animations

• Enable easy content updates and removal of culturally 
sensitive material when necessary

• Incorporate video and audio to showcase First 
Nationslanguages and stories

• Provide multilingual content for international visitors

• Facilitate social media sharing for organic marketing

• Create interactive experiences and gather visitor 
feedback

• Present intangible heritage through digital means

• Offer platforms for oral histories

• Design thematic, self-guided digital tours

Digital Media

Traditional Owners share culture digitally, launched via QR codes 
embedded in physical signage, Ballina Shire, NSW, issuu.com

Alice Springs Genestreaming Augmented Reality Sculpture at 
Todd Street Mall, Alice Springs, sciart.com.au
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Barangaroo Ngangamay is an 
innovative example of multi-
disciplinary storytelling that shares 
Aboriginal cultural experience via 
modern technology and public art 
installations. The Barangaroo 
Ngangamay app uses AR technology 
to showcase the strength, diversity 
and creativity of Aboriginal women, 
men and children of the Sydney 
region. Five films can be accessed 
that show Aboriginal women across 
the Sydney region sharing stories 
about their culture. 

Visitors are self-directed as they walk 
through Barangaroo, discovering 
films embedded within the 
landscape. Paired with the 
augmented reality and videos are 
physical rock engravings/petroglyphs 
by Aboriginal Elders Vic Simms, 
Steven Russell and Laurie Bimson 
using manual hand tools such as 
stones, mallets and chisels. These 
engravings permanently embed 
culture on the site.

Case study:  
‘Barangaroo Ngangamay’

Amanda Jane Reynolds 
and Genevieve Grieves, 
Barangaroo Ngangamay, 
detail of Augmented Reality 
app, Barangaroo, 2017
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Audio interpretation is a powerful method for conveying 
stories through narrative, sound effects, and music, 
particularly effective for self-guided tours. It can create 
immersive sensory experiences without overshadowing 
natural sounds, providing a complementary storytelling lens 
for visitors exploring the landscape.

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nationsstakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently. Develop narrated bushwalk companions.

• Present oral histories from individuals with firsthand 
experience.

• Create expert-led audio content similar to podcasts, 
featuring First Nations representatives, rangers, and 
various specialists.

• Offer recordings of First Nations people discussing their 
Country.

• Provide audio cues for identifying bird calls and animal 
sounds.

• Showcase First Nations languages, cultural music, 
poetry, and stories.

• Improve accessibility by offering audio in multiple 
languages.

• Enhance engagement for visually impaired visitors or 
those with literacy challenges.

• Direct attention to landscape features that might 
otherwise be overlooked.

• Create self-guided audio tours with location-specific 
activation points.

• Develop in-vehicle listening experiences to connect 
different sites.

Sound

Visitors are able to access audio through their personal devices, New 
South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service

• Offer more extensive content than traditional 
signage allows.

• Reduce the need for physical signs in the landscape.

• Provide wayfinding assistance.
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Art serves as a form of interpretation, expressing stories and 
connections through culturally resonant forms. Building on 
The Living Desert’s existing role as an outdoor sculpture 
gallery, art-making can continue to be a key method for 
storytelling and immersing visitors in culture through 
contemporary artists’ work on Country.

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nations stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently.

• Commission landscape sculptures and graphic works.

• Create graphic, film, and animation pieces for 
interpretive signage, digital platforms, and websites.

• Expand art and craft workshops and participatory 
activities for diverse visitor engagement.

• Incorporate artwork as a feature of The Living Desert’s 
entrance and various precincts.

• Provide curatorial support to elevate artists’ practices 
through themed exhibitions, design briefs, message 
distribution, and show organization.

• Develop travelling art shows to raise awareness of The 
Living Desert.

• Coordinate art exhibitions with special events.

• Explore collaborations between First Nations artists and 
artists from other regions.

• Offer a range of artistic practices to engage different 
visitor types, from emerging to established artists.

Art and Craft

Commission artworks that visitors can experience 
up close can form strong connections to place, 
‘Bara’ by Judy Watson, greenmagazine.com.au

Increase opportunities for visitors to participate in 
workshops to understand local craft techniques, Joe 
Florian / The Living Desert National Park

Sunset Sculptures at the Living Desert State Park, 
Broken Hill, SUPERSENSE
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Illumination and visual projection techniques offer innovative 
ways to convey narratives and create immersive interpretive 
experiences. These methods can transform outdoor spaces 
during evening hours, potentially introducing a novel aspect 
to The Living Desert’s offerings.

Drawing inspiration from successful night experiences at 
other natural landmarks, light-based storytelling could 
provide unique opportunities to share traditional narratives.

Evening illumination and projection can reimagine 
landscape spaces, with the flexibility to communicate at 
various levels of complexity and to suit different budget 
constraints.

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nations stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently. 

• Enhance accessibility for diverse audiences, bridging 
language, literacy, and physical barriers.

• Utilize landscape features as canvases for projected still 
or moving imagery.

• Create subtle daytime installations that transform into 
immersive spatial experiences after dark.

• Adapt lighting schemes to acknowledge special events 
or observances.

• Provide audio cues for identifying bird calls and animal 
sounds.

• Showcase First Nations languages, cultural music, 
poetry, and stories.

• Improve accessibility by offering audio in multiple 
languages.

• Enhance engagement for visually impaired visitors or 
those with literacy challenges.

• Direct attention to landscape features that might 
otherwise be overlooked.

• Create self-guided audio tours with location-specific 
activation points.

• Develop in-vehicle listening experiences to connect 
different sites.

• Offer more extensive content than traditional signage 
allows.

• Reduce the need for physical signs in the landscape.

• Provide wayfinding assistance.

Lighting and Projection

Illuminated elements in the landscape come to life in the 
evening, Austria’s national pavilion.

Milan Expo 2015, Dezeen 

Large-scale illumination can be highly impactful and relatively 
simple to achieve, ‘Forest lights’ by Moment Factory, Crystal 
Bridges Museum,  
momentfactory.com
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Exhibitions serve as a key medium for immersing visitors in 
multisensory experiences that explore various themes and 
stories within The Living Desert. Well-designed exhibition 
concepts can create engaging environments that resonate 
with diverse audiences, offering experiences not available 
elsewhere in the landscape.

The display of cultural objects and artefacts plays a crucial 
role in interpretation for visitor centres and exhibitions. 
These displays allow First Nations representatives, curators, 
and designers to construct narrative environments that 
effectively convey key messages and stories.

Given the current lack of a dedicated exhibition space or 
visitor centre, a semi-enclosed outdoor interpretation centre 
could provide a cost-effective solution. This space could 
serve as both an interpretive and orientation hub, ideally 
located in a central area such as the picnic grounds.

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what 
Wilyakali stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently.

• Host live workshops demonstrating traditional and 
contemporary craft techniques.

• Enable First Nations guides to showcase the natural 
sources of materials used in artefacts.

• Improve artefact accessibility through enhanced display 
infrastructure.

• Implement flexible exhibition designs to accommodate 
seasonal themes or special events.

• Develop protocols for respectful removal of culturally 
sensitive materials when necessary.

• Create custom film content and screening experiences.

• Design child-friendly exhibitions with interactive 
learning activities.

• Develop travelling exhibitions to share The Living 
Desert’s stories beyond its boundaries.

• Provide unique platforms for First Nations cultural 
transmission and innovation.

• Ensure exhibition environments cater to diverse 
physical, demographic, and learning needs.

Exhibition

Exhibition space connects with the landscape at the Austria 
Pavilion, World Expo 2015, archdaily.com

Blast wall interpretation at Sub Base Platypus, Sydney, 
SUPERSENSE
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Events serve as powerful interpretive tools, inspiring and 
engaging visitors with The Living Desert. Future event 
planning should:

• Build upon existing successful programs

• Highlight the park’s unique heritage

• Appeal to target visitor demographics

• Stimulate visitation during off-peak seasons

Opportunities
Note:  Indicative only - ideas are all contingent on what First 
Nations stakeholders agree to support/pursue - liaison is in 
progress currently.

• Enhance birdwatching programs to attract enthusiasts.

• Develop comprehensive cultural immersion festivals 
showcasing First Nations art, cuisine, and music.

• Expand stargazing events, leveraging the area’s dark 
skies and cultural astronomy.

• Broaden educational workshop offerings for families.

• Introduce specialised photography and art-making 
expeditions.

• Create wellness retreats that incorporate First Nations 
cultural elements.

• Develop a culinary event series centred on First 
Nationscuisine.

• Expand educational tours to align with school curricula.

• Strengthen conservation volunteering initiatives.

• Design cultural awareness retreats suitable for 
corporate events and incentives markets.

Events

Photography expedition, wildnaturephotoexpeditions 

Culinary events series, Kakadu Dird Full Moon Feast, 
Ben Tyler, The Living Deserttourism.com 

Increase capacity for multi-day events such as the Taste 
of Kakadu, parksaustralia.gov.au
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Park wide:
Underpinned by the Living Desert Interpretation 
Strategy strategic directions and themes and through 
research and consultation with First Nations and other 
stakeholders, new and revised content will be generated 
and applied to appropriate locations in a range of 
different mediums

Key moves for interpretation 
in the landscape
Key moves describe the key recommendations 
for interpretation both park wide as well as to 
specific places.
The following park wide recommendations are 
supplemented by the place specific recommendations in 4.5 
Experiencing the Living Desert - Places

A range of guided tours of different lengths across the 
park.

Images to be added Images to be added
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Multiple digital thematic interpretive sound pieces, 
featuring the voices of First Nations and experts-in-their-
fields provide enriching journey accompaniments for 
visitor on all trails across the park. 

Following a new cohesive brand wayfinding and 
interpretation signage package all interpretive signage 
will be revitalised and replace existing.

Images to be added Images to be added



BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL 

70 May 2025

4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - journey and arrival
Getting to the Living Desert involves the journey from 
Broken Hill township 16km away or from one routes into 
town, and then arrival at the Living Desert.  Currently this 
journey is poorly signposted and there is limited sense of 
expectation and arrival to Broken Hill’s most important open 
space.

The masterplan proposes that wayfinding along all main 
routes is enhanced and that there is a sense of expectation 
and anticipation built up along Nine Mile Road.  The arrival 
intersection identity should create a unique identity and the 
arrival experience and access management should be 
simple and seamless.

Role

• Guide visitors to the Living Desert.

• Project the identity of the Living Desert 

• Create a sense of expectation and anticipation

• Manage arrival, access to the park and orientation to key 
destinations and routes 

• Build the interest in the sites’s stories

• Highlight and embed the Living Desert as Wilyakali 
Country for all visitors.

Experiences and activation

1. Provide unique and coordinated wayfinding (for example 
signage and art elements) at decision points that direct 
visitors to the site including primary and secondary 
decision points

2. Where the Nine Mile Road adjoins the Living Desert 
create a road edge artwork inspired identity that 
celebrates the Living Desert and being on Wilyakali 
Country and builds expectation and anticipation on the 
approach to the reserve entry

3. Provide a culmination and climax to the approach 
identity that uniquely marks the entry to the Living 
Desert

4. Provide an upgraded access management / entry pay 
node that manages different visitation types, provides 
initial orientation and inspiration and advises visitors of 
the imminent vehicular movement decision (The Valley 
and Sanctuary or Campground and Sculptures

5. Enhance the directional / wayfinding and traffic 
experience of the intersection to the Picnic area/
campground / sculptures - integrated with the unique 
wayfinding approach for the site

6. Provide directional / wayfinding to the decision point to 
the campground or sculptures - integrated with the 
unique wayfinding approach for the site

7. Review / assess potential for Site office and possible 
ranger accommodation to be provided near the entry 
node to aid management.  Consider impacts of 
structure on views from key locations and in terms of 
design fabric and visually integrating / complementing 
site

Connections and access

8. Upgrade the operation and appearance access 
management gates and related vehicle management at 
the entry to be less intrusive and consistent with an 
overall site materials and finishes identity

9. Improve the traffic performance and safety of the 
campground / sculptures intersection by enhancing 
turning movements and creating more direct alignment 
for exiting west bound traffic from the Valley / Sanctuary

Environment

10. Plan and implement revegetation of road edge zones 
where required to enhance the visual appearance of the 
entry road corridor

11. Provide stabilisation of drainage lines adjoining roads

Cultural heritage

12. Protect and conserve items of heritage significance

13. Collaborate with Wilyakali to develop First Nations 
interpretation integrated into arrival and entry precinct

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Art installation – permanent

• Site specific interpretation ideas

Site specific interpretation ideas
• An inspiring gateway experience, using sculpture 

created by local Wilyakali artist would be most 
appropriate would be a suitable media to underpin the 
sculptural features in the park.
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Entry Node - Example built form character

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Possible entry building / rangers office / small visitor centre - example building character and materiality
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - activities

Objectives

• The Living Desert remains the preferred location to 
experience the desert landscape close to Broken 
Hill

• The natural environment is always most prominent in 
the experience of the site by visitors and users

• There are more walks and trails available that provide 
a more diverse range of experiences that become 
part of the long term attraction of the reserve

Strategies

1. The natural setting is protected as the dominant 
experience of the site for users.  As such views and 
vistas, movement alignments, materials and finishes, 
built form are all planned and designed to maximise 
the experience of natural character and the sense of 
space of the Living Desert

2. Expand the availability of recreational trails that 
provide different ways of experiencing the desert 
landscape and meet varied users needs (for 
example, distance, difficulty)

3. Use seasonality and the varied character and nature 
of the site across the seasons as a tourism drawcard 
including:

• night sky

• Plants and flowers

Immersion
Consultation for the Strategic Masterplan highlighted that 
the role of the Living Desert as a place to immerse in and 
experience the desert landscape is a key value of the place.

The protection of this quality relies on the integrity of the 
natural landscape and the sensitive and subtle integration of 
interventions in the natural setting.

As such design and finishes of any facilities need to consider 
visual integration, and maintaining the pre-eminence of the 
natural setting in all views and vistas.
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - activities

Objectives

• Site communications and management capacity are 
adequate to facilitate expanded recreational access

• There are more walks and trails available that become a 
key part of the attraction of the reserve

• There is greater accessibility for all abilities including at 
the Sculptures and at the Arboretum

• Audio trails become part of interpretive mediums on the 
site

Strategies

1. Review  safety security and other management issues 
related to potential expanded trail network including:
• Park entry / access from Sundown Hills
• Yearly / season pass for local users
• Security management / operation of access gates
• Implementation of enhanced telecommunications 

signals on the site
• Potential for hard wired emergency communications 

along isolated routes
• Risk assessment related to longer and / or more 

isolated trails 
• seasonal opening / closure of certain routes
• Additional ranger resources / seasonal resources

2. Plan and develop an expanded range of recreational 
walking and jogging trails across the site that:
• link facilities
• Provide loop walking experiences of different lengths 

and difficulties that cater to recreational and fitness 
interests

• provide interesting visual and interpretive 
experiences showcasing the natural values and 
features of the site 

• include walks suitable for guided walking tours such 
as culture, bird watching etc (that may be of more 
limited public access)

Recreational trails
Recreational trails are a key component of regional 
parklands providing a means of experiencing a distinctive 
natural setting, of gaining exercise, and of physically 
challenging oneself.

To date operational limitations including the lack of site 
wide mobile phone coverage and limitation of ranger 
resources for monitoring more remote walks has 
constrained the expansion of the track network on site.

There remains an important opportunity to consolidate the 
trail network including providing additional loops of varying 
distance and difficulty.

Given the climate extremes of the Living Desert it is 
reasonable to also expect that access to some trails would 
be limited over hotter months.

• connect the Sundown Hills to the eastern part of the 
site

• integrate strategic accessibility from vehicular 
access points that expand the range of experiences 
available to those with a disability

3. Investigate ways to manage access to pay for use areas 
that would enable more expansive network of 
recreational trails - potentially integrated with improved 
telecommunications reception on site (eg keypass 
access).

4. Expand the availability of recreational trails that provide 
different ways of experiencing the desert landscape and 
meet varied users needs (eg distance, difficulty)

5. Integrate expanded trail network with coordinated 
wayfinding and interpretive mediums that support the 
trail experience (including audio trails)

6. Provide more summer shelter in elevated locations 
looking out to views integrated with the recreational trail 
network

7. Provide accessible access route to Sanctuary and 
Arboretum as topography allows

8. Provide accessible access route to Sculpture Hill from 
hilltop carpark

9. Investigate accessible elevated walkway just below 
Sculpture Hill that provides an alternative experience 
including:
• high level of accessibility for all abilities
• different viewing points / photographic perspectives 

of sculptures, city views, and sunrise / sunset
• sitting / rest points
• potential to be integrated into events (eg stargazing, 

temporary art exhibitions)



LIVING DESERT BROKEN HILL   STRATEGIC MASTER PLAN

81
environmental partnership collaborative team

310 m

320 m

310 m

310 m

300 m

310 m 31
0 

m
320 m

31
0 

m

33
0 

m

320 m

330 m

320 m
330 m

340 m

350 m

320 m

330 m

340 m

320 m

310 m

320 m

320 m

320 m

320 m

330 m

330 m

320 m

330 m

330 m

340 m

350 m

1.9 km

4.6 km

1.4 km

1.3 km

0.6 km

0.2 km

1.8 km

S
ilv

e
r 
C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

S
ilv

e
r C

ity
 H

w
y

N
in

e
 M

ile
 R

d

R
a
ce

co
u
rs

e
 R

d

K
aolin S

t Bro
wn S

t

0 500 1000 m

Flora and Fauna ReserveArrival - Pay Bay

Sundown Trail

Sculptures Hill

BROKEN HILL

WILLYAMA
COMMON

WILLYAMA
COMMON

BROKEN HILL
GOLF &

COUNTRY
CLUB

BROKEN HILL
RACECOURSE

IMPERIAL
LAKES

NINE MILE STATION

Lower carpark

Picnic Area

Starview Campsite

N

LEGENDS - MP Strategies

Views/experiencesRecreation Access HilltopsHilltops

Legend

10m Contours300

High PointRL 360

Indicative Elevation / Landform

250m 400m

(Metres above sea level)

Creek / Drainage line

Ridgeline

Potential walking tracks

Existing walking tracks

Legend

Visitor vehicle access (sealed)

Flora Trail

Sealed road (outside park)

Sculptures Walking Trail

Cultural Walking Trail

Road and tracks

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Unsealed park road (unsealed)

Trails

Parking area

Sundown Walking Trail

Informal Trail

Footpath connection

Indicative Potential 
Connections to be reviewed

OPPORTUNITIES

Indicative Potential elevated 
walkway / boardwalk to be 
reviewed

View/experience

Legend

MP Strategy OPPS

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Visitor Access

Parking

Recreation: On Park

Recreation: Off Park

Willyama Common

Regeneration Areas

Lookouts / Views

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Entry statement to Living Desert

Proposed walking tracks

Potential elevated boardwalk

Off-park MTB Trails (Trailforks)

Potential MTB Trail 

Existing MTB Trail (Trailforks) 
- Investigate formalisation

Existing walking track

Strategy Opps

Activities - MTBActivities - MTB

Legend

Potential MTB Trail 

Potential MTB Trailhead

Unsealed maintenance / 
informal track

Potential Shared Use Trail

On-road Cycle

Off-park MTB Trails (Trailforks)

Existing MTB Trail (Trailforks) 
- Investigate formalisation

Existing MTB Trailhead - Off-park

Activities - Stargazing

Strategy - Habitat

Legend

Visitor Entry

Visitor Access

Sealed park road

Unsealed park road

Barrier Ranges Ecosystems

Barrier Downs Ecosystems

NSW / Mitchell Landscapes of the Broken Hill 
Complex Subregion - Barrier Range 

Flora Reserve

Fauna Reserve

Regeneration Areas

Creek / Drainage line

ST Habitat Strategy - Heritage

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

First Nations Historical heritage Item
- recorded on past surveys

Sculpture Symposium

ST Heritage

View/experience

Legend

High Point

Potential walking tracks

Existing walking tracks

Lookouts / Views

Living Desert: Visitor Area

ST Art / Culture

Activities -  Star Gazing Activities -  Events Managing Visitation Infrastructure Management

Sustainability

Activities - Stargazing

Legend

Sunrise / Sunset experience

Stargazing experience 

Strategy - Art/Culture

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Existing curated artwork

Potential temporary art installation 

Astronomy viewing location

Entry statement to Living Desert

Approach artwork markers

Strategy - Activities Events

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Activities -  ImmersionStrategy - Immersion

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Strategy - Managing 
visitation

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Visitor entry gate

Visitor Pay Station

Strategy - Infrastructure 
management

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Unsealed maintenance / informal track

Culvert/bridge

Legend

Living Desert: Visitor Area

Living Desert: Conservation/Sanctuary

Regeneration Areas

Visitor access road - sealed/unsealed

Existing walking track

Proposed walking track

Living Desert: Conservation / Park area

Unsealed maintenance / informal track

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

6

7

8 9
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - activities

Objectives

• Selected and strategically located mountain bike 
trails within the Living Desert support local MTB 
use and expand the usage and appreciation of the 
Living Desert 

• MTB use complements other access and use by 
family and visitor groups

Strategies

1. Carry out consultation with Broken Hill MTB 
community to workshop demand for additional trails 
extending the existing network outside the Living 
Desert  into the south west of the Living Desert 

2. Further investigate potential for MTB activities to 
add to tourism / recreational offerings at Living 
Desert

3. Plan and implement MTB trail links in south western 
zone of the Living Desert

4. Explore potential for an MTB connection through to 
Campground to expand range of activities available 
from campground

Mountain biking
There is an active mountain bike (MTB) community using 
trails to the south west of the Living Desert accessed from 
the Broken Hill Country Club.
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - activities

Objectives

• Improved facilities that provide an optimum star 
gazing experience

• First Nations understanding and stories are 
integrated  interpretation of night sky

• Visitation has access to optimum technology to tell 
stories, educate and enhance the experience of the 
site

• The natural environment is always most prominent in 
views and vistas

Strategies

1. Collaborate with First Nations stakeholders and 
experts to research and develop a First Nations 
focus for night sky interpretation

2. Plan and implement upgrades to stargazing circle 
in Campground including enhanced seating and 
arrangement and interpretive mediums

3. Integrate Star Gazing facilities and interpretive 
mediums into proposed sky/ star walk boardwalk to 
Sculpture Hill

4. Promote star gazing, night sky photography, and 
sunrise / sunsets as a reason to visit

5. Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – eg meteor showers

6. Enhance elevated locations that offer great 
experiences of sunrise / sunset

7. Potential for glamping tents and / or cabins to take 
advantage of night sky viewing (eg skylights) and 
sunrise / sunsets

Star gazing and sky experiences
The Living Desert is a recognised location for experiencing 
the night sky generally and for taking in special astrological 
events.

It is proposed that this profile be expanded on with 
additional / improved facilities and greater promotion of this 
aspect of the site.
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Figure 4.13  Star gazing / sky viewing strategies
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - activities

Objectives

• Events contribute to the identity and character of 
the Living Desert

• Events undertaken in complement to and avoiding 
impact on First Nations values and the environment 
of the Living Desert

• Events celebrate and reflect the seasonality of the 
Living Desert 

Strategies

1. Review potential event locations and identify 
preferred location and desired setup of event area 
to leverage the site’s natural values and to avoid 
impact on First Nations values and the environment

2. Confirm preferred events role for large and small 
events 

3. Develop events guidelines for large and small 
events

4. Collaborate with partners to undertake events of all 
scales

5. Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – for example meteor showers

6. Encourage appropriate use of the Living Desert as a 
film and photography site that leverage its natural 
qualities

Events
Events have in the past been part of the visitation and use 
of the Living Desert.  It is however understood that First 
Nations Stakeholders would be concerned with large scale 
events occurring again in certain areas (such as the Valley 
where there is a range of Aboriginal artefacts, and a cultural 
sensitivity.

As such a balanced approach is required that establishes a 
sustainable role for the Living Desert in the context of other 
locations such as Silverton and the future Imperial Lakes

7. Explore potential for temporary art installations that 
build on and contribute to the arts profile of the 
place

8. Potential for major temporary event that could occur 
yearly – similar to Sculpture by the Sea
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Figure 4.13  Events strategies
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Hilltops
The Living Desert marks the start of the Barrier Ranges.  This 
landscape is comprised of low moderate to steep rocky 
terrain with the Living Desert being more elevated with 
steeper slopes than nearby areas of Willyama Common. 

The highest point in the Broken Hill area is the Sculpture Hill 
in the Living Desert at RL 390 AHD. The hilltops are an 
important quality of the site for First Nations people and as 
a place to experience this unique landscape.

Role

• At the heart of the stories of place held by the First 
Nations community

• Key part of the identity of the Living Desert site for 
tourists and locals alike

• At 50-70 metres above the valley areas the hills are 
Important locations for viewing over the surrounding 
landscapes and back to Broken Hill township

• Visible from outside the site and from the other hilltops 
within the site the hilltops and ridges are sensitive visual 
environments

Experiences and activation

1. Protect the natural visual character of all hilltops and 
ridges to views from within the Living Desert

2. Conserve and enhance experience of natural 
environment at hilltops subject to access by visitors

3. Provide viewing infrastructure that enhances the 
experience of the view and visual setting and is of low 
visual impact when viewed from other locations

4. Enhance the accessible visual cultural and environmental 
experiences available at the Sculpture Hill as the highest 
point in Broken Hill

5. Provide low key viewing infrastructure and interpretation 
to the Campsite south hill to complement star gazing 
facilities within the campsite

6. Provide upgraded viewing infrastructure to the existing 
Sanctuary  Lookout

Connections and access

7. Integrate selected hilltops into additional recreational 
trail network where possible to leverage outlooks and 
views subject to environmental and visual assessment of 
impact.

8. Enhance accessible connections to sculpture hill from 
existing carpark

9. Provide accessible boardwalk experience to sculpture 
hill as per 4.

10. Consider potential for accessible walking route from 
campground to Sculpture Hill to reduce pressure for 
vehicular access and parking and improve safety on road 
(that is removing pedestrian access)

Environment

11. Manage introduced fauna insects and feral animals to 
control erosion and degradation of hilltops and 
ridgelines

12. Consider potential for revegetation of ridges and hilltops 
where appropriate to natural conditions

Cultural heritage

13. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
of hilltops in all planning and management decision 
making 

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Leverage vistas to tell stories about the park and Broken 

Hill

• Leverage opportunities for new physical art pieces 
whether they be temporary exhibitions or permanent 
sculptures.
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The hilltops are a key quality of the Living Desert 
in particular in terms of the place’s First Nations 
significance, but also to view over the desert 
landscape and back to Broken Hill township.

Selected hilltops will be accessed from the trail 
network but should have minimal infrastructure.
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Figure 4.14  The Hilltops - planning strategies
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Valley
There are two main vehicular based destinations in the 
Living Desert, the first being the Campground and Sculpture 
Hill and the second being the picnic area and adjoining 
Sanctuary and Arboretum.  The access road and carpark for 
the latter along with the picnic grounds lie within a 
protected valley.  The Valley provides an important access 
point to these features and is the past location of major 
special events.

The Valley is also is an important area for First Nations 
Archaeology with several areas having camp oven remnants, 
the engravings to the creekline with the rock outcrops and 
the rock outcrops along the south edge of the valley 
themselves.  

Role

• Provides the vehicular arrival and access point for the 
Sanctuary, Arboretum and picnic grounds and the 
Sculpture Hill walking track

• Protects important First Nations cultural artefacts

• Provides orientation as the natural and cultural values of 
the Living Desert

• Provides day use picnic facilities and amenities

• Provide overflow RV camping capacity (to carpark

• Events that are compatible with protecting First Nations 
archaeology and values of the area 

Experiences and activation

1. Improve entry experience and interpretive node to 
Sanctuary entry and connect to accessible boardwalk

2. Improve protection and interpretation of camp ovens

3. Improve quality and character of access to rock 
engraving - or consider removing access - potentially 
view from a new viewing point / landing  integrated 
with existing track crossing of creek

4. Review major / large event usage in precinct in 
accordance with Wilyakali priorities for protection of 
camp ovens and other artefact’s

5. Provide additional shelter / shade in picnic area and at 
trail heads

6. Provide nature play zone between picnic area and 
Sanctuary / Arboretum entry node

7. As facilities require replacement, evolve more unity 
into look and feel of shelter and toilet structures 

8. Plan and implement event  / overflow camping to 
Picnic Ground carpark for RV’s (overnight use only)

Connections and access

9. Improve identity / arrival to carpark as key arrival point

10. Review entry road access (last bend too tight ?) and 
improve traffic management

11. Plan and implement accessible boardwalk link to top 
of Arboretum 

12. Existing walking track to Sculpture Hill

13. Potential for recreational loop walk around north side of 
Sculpture Hill linking to the Campground

14. Provide linking track and accessible viewing area/
wildlife hide for viewing of feeding area

Environment

15. Plan and implement revegetation of road edge zones 
where required to enhance the visual appearance of the 
entry road corridor

16. Plan and implement additional shade tree planting to 
carpark and picnic area

17. Investigate potential measures for stabilising eroding 
creek banks including tree canopy

Cultural heritage

18. Protect and conserve items of heritage significance

19. Collaborate with Wilyakali to develop First Nations 
interpretation integrated into the Valley precinct

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours and hands-on 

workshops

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Lighting and projection

• Art and craft workshops spaces

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

• Outdoor exhibitions – interpretive

• Events
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Site specific interpretation ideas
• Centralised external interpretive exhibition 

that is the first stop off point for visitors 
when they arrive at the picnic area. It 
provides an introductory interpretive and 
orientation experience for all places in the 
park featuring maps, printed information 
and ability to download digital 
interpretation. The current Arboretum 
gazebo would be removed, and 
Arboretum content would be included in 
this exhibition. New connection between 
arboretum and picnic area required so not 
traversing through the carpark. Potentially 
the exhibition can utilise a northern 
section of the carpark so it can connect 
from the picnic area to the Arboretum 
entrance. 

• Within the outdoor exhibition is an 
opportunity to interpret the night sky 
using perforations.

• This space will also have covered spaces 
for demonstrations, art and craft 
workshops and for guided tour 
orientation. 

• Interpretive projections on the rock face to 
activate the area in the evening. The se 
can feature Cultural Stories

• Stargazing circles for star gazing events

• Yarning circle 

• Performance area

The masterplan proposals seek to enhance the appearance 
and resilience of the Valley and to enhance accessibility to the 
key Living Desert Attractions accessed from it.

The proposals recognise Wilyakali advise that this is one of 
the most significant areas of the site for First Nations peoples 
as reflected by the numerous archaeological aspects such as 

rock engravings, camp ovens and drinking holes (Gnamma).  
This elements must be appropriate protected conserved and 
interpreted in collaboration with First Nations advisors.

Other recommendations seek to optimise the usage of 
existing features and to make visiting the area a pleasant and 
interesting experience for families.

Figure 4.15  The Valley - planning strategies
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CONCEPT DETAIL:  Sanctuary and Arboretum Entry
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Figure 4.16  The Valley - Concept option - Sanctuary and Arboretum entry
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CONCEPT DETAIL:  Picnic Area
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Flora & Fauna Reserve Access - design study
Boardwalk Connection 01

Gradient Analysis - Steep Areas 1:20 Walkway

Height difference:

- Info Shelter to Floral Sanctuary picnic shelter: approx18.6m

- Info Shelter to gate into Fauna Reserve: approx 24.5m

Potential accessible 

walk/elevated walkway 

route

Entry 'Pod'  - secure entry point, 

information / interpretation area.

Integrate with viewing area, 

interpretation signage for camp ovens

Alternative 

accessible 

walkway route

Steep sections

(marked in red):

Improve accessibility

and install accessible

track surfaces.

Existing gated entry

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Sanctuary and Arboretum - Accessibility enhancement

Existing gradient analysis Preferred route - 1:20 maximum grade boardwalk walkway (refer recommendation 11. 
previous pages)

Figure 4.18  Potential accessible walkway to Sanctuary and Arboretum



LIVING DESERT BROKEN HILL   STRATEGIC MASTER PLAN

95
environmental partnership collaborative team

M
R

V

S
T
A
N

D
A
R

D
S
 2

0
1
8
 (A

U
)

(c) 2021 Transoft Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.

M
R
V

S
TA

N
D
A
R
D
S
 2

0
1
8
 (
A
U
)

(c) 2
021 Transoft Solutions, In

c. All rig
hts re

served.

M
R

V

S
T
A

N
D

A
R

D
S

 2
0
1
8
 (A

U
)

M
R
V

S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S
 2

018 (
A
U

)

5.78m

6

10

1
0

17
2
.7

5.4

0 10 20 m

Design study
Potential for MRV in
Carpark ('after hours')

Potential ‘Temporary/Overnight’

camping spaces for self contained RVs

Existing service/maintenance gate

13

1
0

6

H
R

V

S
T
A
N

D
A
R

D
S
 2

0
1
8
 (A

U
)

(c) 2021 Transoft Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.

H
R

V

S
TA

N
D

A
R

D
S
 2

018 (A
U

)

(c) 2021 Transoft Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.

H
R

V

S
T
A

N
D

A
R

D
S

 2
0
1
8
 (A

U
)

8.23m

15

2
.7

5.4

0 10 20 m

Design study
Potential for HRV in 
Carpark ('after hours')

Potential ‘Temporary/Overnight’

camping spaces for self contained RVs

Existing service/maintenance gate

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Potential RV parking to carpark

13x10m spaces 10x10m spaces (existing campsite spaces 10x7.5m approximately)

Existing carpark viewing north Example short term RV camping zones

Figure 4.19  Potential for overflow RV(Self-contained) camping provision to carpark (refer recommendation 8. previous pages)
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Arboretum
The Arboretum is one part of the Flora and Fauna Sanctuary 
established in 2002 on the site. The Arboretum provides an 
environment protected from day to day impacts of larger 
native fauna as well as feral animals. Vegetation coverage is 
noticeably denser with stronger bird habitat than to outside 
unprotected areas and to the adjoining Fauna Sanctuary.

A key philosophy related to the Arboretum that needs to be 
reviewed is whether the facility supports the vegetation of 
the broader bio-region or alternatively as favoured by the 
Wilyakali people, focuses on the native vegetation endemic 
to the site as a more accurate representation of its natural 
character.

Role

• To provide a conservatory of vegetation representative of 
the site / or broader bioregion (to be reconciled)

• To provide habitat for fauna, birds and insects that 
co-exist sustainably with flora protection

• To increase understanding and appreciation of flora 
native to the area by providing loop interpretive walking 
experience

• To provide elevated viewing points out over the 
surrounding landscape

Experiences and activation

1. Improve entry experience and interpretive node to 
Sanctuary entry

2. Improve accessibility generally by upgrading movement 
routes integrating boardwalks and platforms and 
enhanced interpretation 

3. Unify finishes materials and facilities within a cohesive 
approach and design palette that complements the 
natural character of the site

4. Improve interpretation through the Arboretum as part of 
a cohesive coordinated approach integrating technology 
where feasible

5. Enhance bird watching experiences with Arboretum with 
hides / rest points and supporting interpretation

Connections and access

6. Provide an accessible walkway from the entry hub to the 
Sanctuary at the carpark to the Arboretum loop entry 
and picnic shelter

7. Review potential to improve accessibility of walking loop 
to Arboretum targeting steeper / rougher sections of the 
loop

Environment

8. Review and confirm through consultation with First 
Nations, Community, and Scientific stakeholders 
preferred philosophical approach to management of 
Arboretum - representing the broader bio-region or 
focussed on the native vegetation of the site specifically

Cultural heritage

9. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
of the Arboretum landscape in all planning and 
management decision making

10.Provide protection and conservation of camp ovens  to 
west of Arboretum

11. Potential First Nations involvement in flora and fauna 
programs

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums

• Face to Face such as guided tours and hands-on 
workshops

• Interpretation signage/labels

• Digital media

• Art installation – temporary

• Outdoor exhibitions – interpretive
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Site specific interpretation ideas

• Using the new cohesive brand wayfinding and 
interpretation signage package to create new flexible 
labels for plantings. All content to be reviewed and 
updated.

• Review ways to interpretively define particular areas of 
the Arboretum, such as by plant type.

• Look at ways to respond to the seasons through creation 
of flexible interpretation – such as signage that may 
change from season to season.

• Bush Tucker guided tours by Wilyakali.

• Expert botanist guided tours

• Digital sound interpretation tours featuring the voices of 
Wilyakali and botanists 

It is proposed to consolidate the immersive experience 
provided by the Arboretum and Sanctuary by unifying 
track and related finishes to a suite of materials that 
complements the desert landscape.  

An accessible boardwalk and track link to the Aboretum 
will expand the accessibility of facilities accessed from 
the Valley, while improvements to interpretation and 
investigation of further art opportunities within the 
landscape setting are proposed.
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Sanctuary and Cultural Walk
The Fauna Sanctuary is the second part of the Flora and 
Fauna Sanctuary established in 2002 on the site.  The 
Sanctuary covers the majority of the overall fenced area and 
provides separation from outside unprotected areas.

As for the Arboretum a key philosophy that needs to be 
reviewed is whether the facility supports the fauna of the 
broader bio-region or of the site specifically.

Role

• To provide a conservatory of fauna representative of the 
site / or broader bioregion (to be reconciled)

• To increase understanding and appreciation of fauna 
native to the area by providing loop interpretive walking 
experience

Experiences and activation

1. Improve entry experience and interpretive node to 
Sanctuary entry

2. Improve accessibility generally by upgrading movement 
routes integrating boardwalks and platforms and 
enhanced interpretation (see item 8)

3. Unify finishes materials and facilities within a cohesive 
approach and design palette that complements the 
natural character of the site

4. Improve interpretation through the Sanctuary as part of a 
cohesive coordinated approach integrating technology 
where feasible

5. Enhance bird and fauna watching experiences with 
Arboretum with shaded  hides / rest points and 
supporting interpretation

6. Provide upgraded viewing infrastructure to the existing 
Hilltop Sanctuary Lookout

7. Potential to expand art influence in Sanctuary

Connections and access

8. Provide an accessible walkway from the entry hub to the 
Sanctuary at the carpark to the Arboretum loop entry 
and picnic shelter

9. Improve safety and character of access to hilltop viewing 
point 

Environment

10. Review and confirm through consultation with First 
Nations, Community, and Scientific stakeholders 
preferred philosophical approach to management of the 
Sanctuary - representing the broader bio-region or 
focussed on the native vegetation of the site specifically

11. Develop long term animal management plan to guide 
fauna management on site

12.Potential involvement in breeding programs to be 
considered in context of longer term animal 
management plan

13.Consider Bilby and Wallaby enclosure in context of 
longer term animal management plan

Cultural heritage

14. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
of the Sanctuary landscape in all planning and 
management decision making

15. Potential First Nations involvement in flora and fauna 
programs

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Using the new cohesive brand wayfinding and 

interpretation signage package to create new 
interpretation panels for the wildlife. All content to be 
reviewed and updated

• Work with Wilyakali to review the content and Cultural 
Assets of the walk and whether the ‘siloed’ nature of 
grouping Aboriginal Cultural stories in the same location 
is appropriate. Ensure that there are Wilyakali stories 
available in a range of mediums across the whole park.
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It is proposed to consolidate the immersive experience 
provided by the Arboretum and Sanctuary by unifying 
track and related finishes to a suite of materials that 
complements the desert landscape.  

An accessible boardwalk and track link to the Aboretum 
will enhance access to the first part of the hill climb but 
access to the cultural walk within the Sanctuary will remain 
class 3.

Improvements to interpretation along the cultural walk 
and investigation of further art opportunities within the 
landscape setting are proposed.  In addition provision of 
shaded bird and fauna watching points and improvements 
to access to hilltop viewing points are proposed.
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Sculpture Hill
In 1992, the Living Desert State Park was established and 
in 1993 the innovative ‘Sculpture Symposium’ installed 
12 sculptures into the Living Desert State Park on the 
highest point within Broken Hill.

The Symposium has become synonymous with Broken 
Hill and is the focal drawcard to the Living Desert for 
visitors.

In it’s 31st year it is appropriate that the ongoing role 
and future management of the sculptures is considered 
in order to conserve its legacy but also to look to the 
future and the ongoing evolution of art on the site and 
management and maintenance of the over 30 year old 
sculptures.  

Role

• One of the most recognisable images of Broken Hill

• Contributes to Broken Hill’s reputation as a place of 
creativity and culture

• Provides a visitor destination suitable for a variety of 
visits from quick to more extended

• Visiting the hill showcases the Broken Hill and Living 
Desert landscape

Experiences and activation

1. Facilitate the strategic recommendations related to art on 
the Living Desert site as listed at items 2 and 3 in Arts 
and Culture, that is:

• confirming role of art and culture for the next 20 years 
of life of the Living Desert

• developing “Living Desert Arts and Cultural 
Management Plan” with input from all stakeholders 
that provides a management plan for curation and 
maintenance of art into future

2. Conserve and enhance experience of natural 
environment to Sculpture Hill

3. Investigate plan and implement new viewing experience 
looping around hill (“Sky or Star walk”) that will:

• expand accessibility of views and become a sought after 
accessible experience

• enhance the experience of the views and visual setting 
and is of low visual impact when viewed from other 
locations

• enhance the cultural and environmental experiences 
available at the Sculpture Hill as the highest point in 
Broken Hill

Plan and implement support lookout points adjoining 
hilltop and carparking:

4. To Symposium Monument and southern edge with views 
Broken Hill

5. To north east edge with views to Sanctuary

6. Along northern edge / Sanctuary Walk with views to 
Stephens Creek

7. Consider if a low key toilet structure is appropriate in a 
discrete location (potentially to carpark at base of hill)

8. Consider potential pop up coffee / food cart at base of 
hill or top to support visitation in peak times

Connections and access

9. Formalise parking at the sculpture hill to make more 
efficient and safer for pedestrians

10. Consider potential to formalise lower carpark - event use 
/ overflow

11. Harden car park surface to improve accessibility and 
alleviate erosion of ground surface - limit engineered 
infrastructure - use wheel-stops, post and cable barriers 
and swale drainage to catch / direct runoff

12. Provide an accessible connection to sculpture hill from to 
carpark and upgrade path around sculptures

13. Investigate and implement improvement to hilltop 
access road for safety and environmental management - 
consider partial re-alignment where required.

14. Consider potential for accessible walking route from 
Campground to Sculpture Hill to reduce pressure for 
vehicular access and parking and improve safety on road 
(that is removing pedestrian access)

Environment

15. Manage introduced fauna and feral animals to control 
erosion and degradation of hilltops

16. Consider potential for revegetation of ridges and 
hilltops where appropriate to natural conditions including  
to west side of sculpture hill - consider access 
management measures to discourage scrambling 
beyond sculptures
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The preferred long term option illustrates the potential 
to create a new iconic experience that provides a reason 
for visiting the site beyond (but complementing) the 
sculptures.

The Sky Walk or Star Walk which showcases the landform 
geology and flora of the Living Desert and provides unique 
vantage points to the special views available from Broken 
Hills highest point.

Cultural heritage

17. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural 
qualities of hilltop in all planning and management 
decision making 

18. Integrate First Nations creative influences (through 
co-design) into planning and design of new elements 
such as the Sky / Star Walk

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours and hands-on 

workshops

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Review the name of the hill - what is the preferred 

approach to naming and identity for the future of the 
Living desert and to encompass its future role ?

The walkway can integrate such features as:
• sitting / rest spots
• state of the art interpretive mediums
• subtle night lighting to facilitate night use
• potential to be integrated into event activities
• light weight / visually permeable structure in non 

reflective materials / colours that limits impact on 
views to the hill

Figure 4.22   The Sculpture Hill - planning strategies
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CONCEPT STUDIES:  Potential Sky / Star walk accessible hilltop walk
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Figure 4.23   The Sculpture Hill - Sky / Star Walk platform concept - visual studies 1
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Figure 4.24   The Sculpture Hill - Sky / Star Walk platform concept - visual studies 2
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Sculptures Hill - design study 1
- Turning radi R15m/30m diameter for bus
- 30 carpark spaces (suitable for typical 4WD vehicle)
- 2 accessible spaces

-Formalise carpark area and integrate viewing areas suitable for sitting, 
picnicking, stars/sunset viewing + event use
- Provide accessible route to top of sculpture hill which provides an 
experience, does not detract from hilltops views, potential to provide an 
alternative way for viewing scuplutres and future 'art' experiences

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Alternative carpark and accessible sculptures link boardwalk

If the Sky Walk concept is deemed not 
feasible, it is still fundamental to provide 
accessible access to the Sculptures level. 

This alternative option provides a simpler 
and less ambitious version of the viewing 
boardwalk.

This secondary option climbs up the hill from 
the north and affords expansive views from the 
Sanctuary to the sunset in the west.

An alternative carpark arrangement is also 
indicated for consideration on the concept on 
this page.

N

Figure 4.25   The Sculpture Hill - Alternative accessible link boardwalk platform concept - Plan
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Figure 4.26   The Sculpture Hill - Alternative accessible link boardwalk platform concept - Visual studies
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CONCEPT STUDIES:  Options for accessible track from Campground to Sculpture Hill

C

+ EX 387.9

+ EX 386.5

+ EX 385.34

+ EX 387.16

+ RL 388.65
   EX 386.6

1:40

1
:4

0

1
:4

0

+ RL 390.15
   EX 386

+ RL 392
   EX 392

1
:2

0

1:20

1:20
1:

20

1:
20

1:
20

+ 
EX 386.62

+ 
EX 386.76

+ EX 386

+ EX 384

+ EX 382

1:34

1
:1

0

1:
11

+ EX 380

+ EX 378

+ EX 376

1:
10

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 374

1
:9

1
:1

0

+ EX 372

+ EX 370

1
:1

0

1
:1

0

+ EX 368

+ EX 366

1
:1

0

1
:8

+ EX 364

1:1
1

+ EX 362

+ EX 360

1
:6

1
:5

1:
10

+ EX 358

+ EX 356

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 354

+ EX 352

1:1
0

1:
6

+ EX 350

+ EX 348

1:
6

+ EX 346

1:1
0

+ EX 344

+ EX 342

+ EX 340

+ EX 338

1:6

1
:7

1
:1

0

1:1
0

+ EX 336

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 334

+ EX 332

1
:7

+ EX 330

1:
10

+ EX 328

+ EX 326

1:15

1
:1

3

+ EX 324

+ EX 322

+ EX 320

+ EX 319

1:35

1:92

1:11

+ EX 387.1

Sculpture Hill Visitor Area

Potential walking track 
connection to Campsite & 
Lower carpark area

Informal Lower Carpark

- Potential to upgrade and formalise layout of   
  gravel carpark
- Use for event parking for Sculpture Hill and 
  access to potential new walking tracks
- Overflow parking
- Provide additional shade tree planting, trackhead  
  facilities (shelter, signage)
- Potential to locate new visitor toilet

PFM Class 3 

'Walking Track'

Length: 906 m

Sculptures Hill Area

Track Connection Option 1 

The existing road up the sculpture 
hill is narrow and winding cut into the 
slope and rocky landform.

In the past visitors have walked up 
this route but now with the high 
amount of vehicular traffic this is not 
desirable due to safety issues

In addition there is demand for a 
walking connection from the Starview 
Camp site to the sculpture hill as a 
recreational experience.

The options to the right illustrate 3 
scenarios that achieve different levels 
of “minimum” access as defined 
by AS NZS 2156 Walking Track 
Infrastructure.  The Classes of walking 
track in the standard are summarised 
on the table this page.

Class 1 is the highest level of access 
and provides accessibility for all 
visitors.  The higher the levels of 
accessibility the longer the track as 
listed below:

Option 1 Class 3  906m

Option 2 Class 2  1028m

Option 3 Class 1  1532m

The track is proposed to connect 
the carpark at the base of the hill 
where the recommendations include 
overflow parking and potential for a 
pop-up coffee / drinks cart.

C

+ EX 387.9

+ EX 386.5

+ EX 385.34

+ EX 387.16

+ RL 388.65
   EX 386.6

1:40

1
:4

0

1
:4

0

+ RL 390.15
   EX 386

+ RL 392
   EX 392

1
:2

0

1:20

1:20
1:

20

1:
20

1:
20

+ 
EX 386.62

+ 
EX 386.76

+ EX 386

+ EX 384

+ EX 382

1:34

1
:1

0

1:
11

+ EX 380

+ EX 378

+ EX 376

1:
10

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 374

1
:9

1
:1

0

+ EX 372

+ EX 370

1
:1

0

1
:1

0

+ EX 368

+ EX 366

1
:1

0

1
:8

+ EX 364

1:1
1

+ EX 362

+ EX 360

1
:6

1
:5

1:
10

+ EX 358

+ EX 356

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 354

+ EX 352

1:1
0

1:
6

+ EX 350

+ EX 348

1:
6

+ EX 346

1:1
0

+ EX 344

+ EX 342

+ EX 340

+ EX 338

1:6

1
:7

1
:1

0

1:1
0

+ EX 336

1:
10

1:
10

+ EX 334

+ EX 332

1
:7

+ EX 330

1:
10

+ EX 328

+ EX 326

1:15

1
:1

3

+ EX 324

+ EX 322

+ EX 320

+ EX 319

1:35

1:92

1:11

+ EX 387.1

Sculpture Hill Visitor Area

Potential walking track 
connection to Campsite & 
Lower carpark area

Informal Lower Carpark

- Potential to upgrade and formalise layout of   
  gravel carpark
- Use for event parking for Sculpture Hill and 
  access to potential new walking tracks
- Overflow parking
- Provide additional shade tree planting, trackhead  
  facilities (shelter, signage)
- Potential to locate new visitor toilet

PFM Class 3 

'Walking Track'

Length: 906 m

Sculptures Hill Area

Track Connection Option 1 

Legend

Living Desert

Main road

National Heritage List curtilage 
(the national listed boundary 
comprising the whole of the LGA)

Main access route to Living 
Desert 

Major wayfinding

Living Desert identity guiding 
elements 

Living Desert identity nodes

Secondary wayfinding

Airport

Legend

MP 01 Strategy-Jouney and arrival

AR02 Entry analysis

Legend

Main road

Living desert identity guiding elements 

Living desert identity nodes

AR03 Paybay zoom-in plan

Pay Bay View Analysis

Legend

Key viewpoint

Indicative elevation / landform

250m 400m
(Metres above sea level)

Potential location of ranger's house

AR05 Design study

1:20 - 1:33 Gradient track

1:10 - 1:19 Gradient track

1:5 - 1:9 Gradient track

1:34 - 1:100 Gradient track

entry and wayfinding analysis

Legend

SS07 - SS09 The Sculptures HIll Track Connection Map Option 1

Legend

Existing vegetated areas

Asphalt pavement

Retaining wall

PP 01-01b The Valley

Legend

Indicative ephemeral creek / 
drainage line with culvert crossing

Accessible path network

Potential accessible boardwalk 

Existing trees and vegetated areas

Proposed flora/bush garden 
extension

Proposed additional shade tree 
planting

Existing picnic and bbq shelters

Proposed natural play elements
and shaded seating area

Proposed wildlife viewing hide / 
shelter

Existing Wildlife quarantine 
enclosure

Wildlife predator proof fence and 
gates

Vehicle barrier/ low fence

Existing walking trail network

Proposed walking trail network

Existing maintenance / service 
track

Sealed park road

Proposed new picnic and bbq 
shelters

Controlled access / gate

PA02 - PA03 

NFigure 4.27   Walking link from campground to Sculpture Hill - Option 1 - Class 3
 and Toilet options to serve Sculpture Hill

CONCEPT STUDIES:   Toilet to serve Sculpture Hill visitors
It has been identified by Rangers that there is demand for toilet facilities related to 
visitation of the Sculpture Hill.  Figure 4.27 also illustrates two options for provision:

Option 1- Adjacent lower parking area:  this would enable visitors to use facility on 
way to or from the Sculpture but would avoid visual and odour impacts to the top of the 
hill.  It would also serve proposed new walking tracks passing nears the lower carpark.  
Pump-out of storage tanks would be reasonably easy access.  

TOILET OPTION 1A

TOILET OPTION 1B

TOILET OPTION 2
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Sculpture Hill Visitor Area

PFM Class 1 

'All Access Track'

Potential walking track 
connection to Campsite & 
Lower carpark area

Length: 1532 m

Informal Lower Carpark

- Potential to upgrade and formalise layout of   
  gravel carpark
- Use for event parking for Sculpture Hill and 
  access to potential new walking tracks
- Overflow parking
- Provide additional shade tree planting, trackhead  
  facilities (shelter, signage)
- Potential to locate new visitor toilet

Sculptures Hill Area

Track Connection Option 3

N

Figure 4.27   Walking link from campground to Sculpture Hill - Option 1 - Class 3
 and Toilet options to serve Sculpture Hill

Figure 4.28   Walking link from campground to Sculpture Hill - Option 2 - Class 2 Figure 4.29   Walking link from campground to Sculpture Hill - Option 3 - Class 1

The exact location related to the carpark would need to be resolved to avoid impacts 
/ construction near creeklines / drainage lines and habitat and archaeological 
assessment.

Option 2- On Sculpture Hill:  alternatives were considered to north and south sides of 
Sculpture Hill.  The north side is not believed to be sustainable due to visual impacts 
to views from the access road to the Valley.  Siting on the south side of the hill appears 
to be more sustainable tucked into the landform and with access to the bus dropoff 

area.  Construction is likely to be more problematic than the lower area due to  
more significant excavation in rock and the visual presence of the structure and 
odours from storage tanks may detract from the experience of the hilltop as a 
natural place.

The masterplan recommendation is to further investigate option 1 related to 
the lower carpark.
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Camp site
The campground provides an important “value add” to 
visitation to the reserve for the sculptures and sanctuary with 
15 powered sites catering for  caravans and recreational 
vehicles and 8 un-powered, walk-in campsites. The quiet 
night time character and dark night skies with enable star 
gazing are part of the attraction of the camping area.  In 
2023-34, the powered caravan - RV sites generated an 
average annual occupancy of 52.3% peaking at 78.4% in 
April to 13.8% in December, with five months having 
occupancy rates over 70%.  The powered sites were booked 
out for 42 days.  There were only 15 days with no bookings.  

Role

• To provide a complementary reason to visit / stay longer 
at the site supporting the sites core attractions 

• To provide an immersive desert camping experience

• To assist with revenue generation to support the 
management and maintenance of the site.

Experiences and activation

1. Add two toilets to current toilet/shower facilities

2. Consider the need for extra shade at tent site - potential 
for additional tree planting or rural roof 

3. Specialist starview seating to be expanded and made 
more attractive / innovative - potentially upper (hilltop) 
and lower areas - review accessibility and potential 
interpretative natural play elements

4. Enhance sunset / sunrise viewing area ie comfortable 

seating

5. Unify finishes materials and facilities within a cohesive 
approach and design palette that complements the 
natural character of the site

6. The RV camping sites are at full capacity during busy 
times - potential overflow RV use to picnic grounds

7. Investigate potential for demountable pods / cabins and 
/ or temporary glamping tents as seasonal option to 
further leverage immersive desert experience

Connections and access

8. Improve accessibility from RV camping to amenities 
- hard surfaced path

9. Expand walking loop options from the camp ground

10. Provide walking route to Sculptures 

Environment

11.Plan and implement additional shade tree planting 
through camp grounds 

12. Investigate potential for grey water treatment as a 
sustainability initiative when resources enabled - 
potentially evolved over 20 year period

Cultural heritage

13. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
of the camp site landscape in all planning and 
management decision making 

14.Integrate First Nations creative influences (through 
co-design) into planning and design of new elements 
such as the Star Gazing lounge and Sculpture Hill Walk

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours and hands-on 

workshops

• Interpretation signage – light touch

• Digital media

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Star gazing lounge

• Light touch interpretation panels on new connected loop 
track around the campsite.
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The precinct Plan indicates 
enhancing the existing core roles 
of the campsite through improving 
accessibility, shade and facilities.
It also identifies a series of 
opportunities related to expanding 
the range of available walking trails, 
overflow RV camping provision and 
potential for temporary peak season 
Glamping tents in the future
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N0                          50                        100m    Figure 4.30   The Camp site - planning strategies
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Precinct Plan - Campsite

330 m
0 10 15 m

Zoom-in

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Upgraded Star Gazing circle to camp site

N

Example:  Sky Lounge, Lake Tyrrell, VIC

KEY AS PER PAGE 106 RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Additional Toilets adjacent existing amenities building

2. Specialist starview seating to be expanded and made more attractive / 
innovative - potentially upper(hilltop) and lower areas - review accessibility and 
potential interpretative natural play elements

3. Enhance sunset / sunrise viewing area ie comfortable seating

3

4

1

0                  10                  20m    

Figure 4.31   Stargazing circle Concept

Viewing of the night sky is already a recognised attraction for the Living Desert 
and the Star Gazing Campsite.  It is recommended that the central viewing area 
be upgraded in a manner similar to other viewing sites to create a better and 
more memorable experience.  Ideally this could be supported by interpretive 
mediums including First Nations night sky thinking.
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Budj-Bim-Cultural-Landscape, VIC

Sky Lounge, Lake Tyrrell, VIC

Three Sisiters, Blue Mountains, NSW Dark Sky Park, Warrumbungle NP, NSW Coonabarabran Dark Sky Park (Getaway Tourist Park, 
NSW

Sky Lounge, Lake Tyrrell, VIC Sky Lounge, Lake Tyrrell, VIC

Budj-Bim-Cultural-Landscape, VIC Budj-Bim-Cultural-Landscape, VIC
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CONCEPT STUDIES:  Pop up Glamping Tent accommodation
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Review and investigate potential opportunities for locating 
Eco / Safari type accommodation on site - potential options 
include:

1. To existing tent camping area at Starview Campsite

2. To north of existing tent camping area at Starview 
Campsite (as per Figure 4.33)

3. To eastern side of Sanctuary

4. To several potential locations to west of Sundown Hills

Figure 4.33   Option:  Potential pop up Glamping Tent Decks and / or overflow camping decks 
- potential extension to existing campground

Figure 4.32   Potential sites for Glamping Tents / Cabins for further investigation

There is potential to provide additional camping capacity at 
the Camp site that could also enable seasonal setup of 
Glamping tents as a short term trial or long term option 
(note: more remote sites may be preferred for Glamping 
Tents or Cabins as per Figure 4.32 - to provide a stronger 
“point of difference”)
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Tent Precedents 02

Safari Tent

Eco tent

Plan

Plan

Section

Section

Examples of Glamping Tent Decks Examples of Glamping Cabins
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Sundown Hills
The Sundown Hills are named after one of the distinctive 
geological groupings of the region. The Sundown Nature 
Trail is part of the Living Desert State Park but is currently 
free of charge and is accessible from the Silver City Highway 
towards Tibooburra 10km outside town. There is a  2.2km 
graded track to a car park at the beginning of the trail, 
which is situated in the rocky Sundown Hills on the northern 
edge of the Willyama Common. The hills are sparsely 
vegetated with tough, perennial plants adapted to the 
harsh, dry environment. In a good season following rain 
ephemeral grasses, wildflowers and other herbs also appear.

The trail is a 2.8km long loop and takes approximately 1 
hour to complete

Role

• Walking loop for exercise and fitness for locals and for 
some visitor use

• Starting point for potential provision of longer walks to 
Sanctuary and Campground subject to future strategies 
for management of access to pay admission area

Experiences and activation

1. Improve identity and wayfinding on highway

2. Upgrade track markers and walking wayfinding 

3. Provide interpretive mediums coordinated with the Living 
Desert

4. As per 4.5 - Activities - Recreational Trails -Investigate 
ways to manage access to pay for use areas that would 
enable more expansive network of recreational trails - 
potentially integrated with improved 
telecommunications reception on site (eg keypass 
access)

5. Provide a low key track head with map of walks and key 
interpretive storylines for area

6. Unify finishes materials and facilities within a cohesive 
approach and design palette that complements the 
natural character of the site

Connections and access

7. Upgrade the gravel carpark surface and drainage to 
reduce erosion and improve trafficability

Environment

8. Plan and implement additional shade tree planting 
through carpark and around track head

Cultural heritage

9. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
in all planning and management decision making 

10. Integrate First Nations creative influences (through 
co-design) into planning and design of new elements

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours 

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Trail loop through the Sundown hills from picnic area.

• Interpretive loop to Sundown Hills created through 
signage, and digital audio tours

• Using the vistas and rock features to interpret the 
geology of the area
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It is proposed to improve the 
carpark and trail head at the 
start of the Sundown Hills track 
recognising its popularity as a 
walking destination for locals and 
some visitors.  Enhancement of 
wayfinding and interpretation 
mediums to the track loop is 
proposed along with long term 
potential to connect to a longer 
network of trails potentially linking 
to the Sanctuary and to The 
Campground.

CONCEPT STUDIES:  Track head and carpark
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4.5 Experiencing the Living Desert - places

The Southern Park
The south western zone of the park has limited public use 
currently.  It is punctuated by a private property centrally 
located which will limit potential for major access and use of 
this area while it remains.

As such it offers potential to accommodate uses and 
infrastructure that are more ideally separated from the day 
to day core uses on the site.

Role

• Potential integration with Mountain Bike trail usage and 
networks adjoining the site to the south east

• Siting of required infrastructure where impact on views 
from Sculpture Hill and other high points can be 
managed (for example Telecommunications relay)

Experiences and activation

As per 4.5 Activities - Mountain Biking (MTB)

1. Carry out consultation with Broken Hill MTB community 
to workshop demand for additional trails extending 
the existing network outside the Living Desert  into the 
south west of the Living Desert

2. Further investigate potential for MTB activities to add 
to tourism / recreational offerings at Living Desert 

3. Plan and implement MTB trail links in south western 
zone of the Living Desert

4. Explore potential for an MTB connection through to 
Campground to expand range of activities available 
from campground

5. Investigate ways to manage access to pay for use areas 
that would enable more expansive network of 
recreational trails - potentially integrated with improved 
telecommunications reception on site (eg keypass 
access)

6. Investigate potential for siting of required 
telecommunications infrastructure where impact on 
views from Sculpture Hill and other high points can be 
managed

Connections and access

7. Provide access track and carpark off Nine Mile Road at 
south western corner of site

Environment

8. Plan and implement additional shade tree planting 
through carpark and around trail heads

Cultural heritage

9. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 
of southern parklands in all planning and management 
decision making 

The southern parklands are constrained in their 
potential for major visitation use due to the 
presence of a private allotment and more lower 
lying topography.

The precinct plan indicates potential to 
integrate with existing Mountain Bike (MTB) use 
happening to the south east near the Broken 
Hill Gold Course.  Also it identifies the potential 
to accommodate necessary communications 
infrastructure to improve mobile phone and 
digital communications applications on the site

Place specific interpretation moves

Appropriate mediums
• Face to Face such as guided tours 

• Interpretation signage 

• Digital media

• Art installation – permanent

• Art installation – temporary

Site specific interpretation ideas
• Create new trail to access this currently unused part of 

the park.

• Work with Wilyakali to determine the interpretive 
content appropriate to this area. 
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4.5 Managing the Living Desert 

Managing visitation
The Living Desert is Broken Hills most popular open space 
destination and generator of the most open space income 
for Council, that funds ongoing maintenance.

But management of visitation is constrained by:

• Existing telecommunication infrastructure 

• Existing entry system

• Current staffing and capacity

Expansion of visitation experiences require the addressing 
of the telecommunications limitations which limit safety and 
security and the use of contemporary online interpretation 
and wayfinding mediums (refer 4.5 Infrastructure 
management) and improved means of enabling entry and 
monitoring once in site.

Objectives

• To provide a simple and streamlined access system 
that encourages visitation and does not detract from 
the experience

• To optimise revenue generation from visitation

• To provide an equitable system for local use resident 
of the Living Desert

• To optimise the quality of experience provided to the 
visitor

Strategies

1. Review and restructure the park entry system and 
related products to include:

- affordable access for locals - seasonal pass

- multi day  and multi site passes for visitors 
integrated with Geo Centre and other Broken Hill 
destinations

- QR code access at entry gate

2. As per 4.5 - Journey and Arrival - Provide an 
upgraded access management / entry pay 
node that manages different visitation types, 
provides initial orientation and inspiration 
and advises visitors of the imminent vehicular 
movement decision (The Valley and Sanctuary or 
Campground and Sculptures)

3. As per 4.5 - Activities - Recreational Trails - 
Investigate ways to manage access to pay for use 
areas that would enable more expansive network 
of recreational trails - potentially integrated with 
improved telecommunications reception on site (eg 
keypass access). 

4. As per 4.5 - Journey and Arrival - Review / assess 
potential for Ranger accommodation/office/small 
visitor centre to be provided near the entry node 
to aid management.  
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NFigure 4.39   Key visitation management nodes
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4.5 Managing the Living Desert 

Infrastructure management
Infrastructure is required to support and enable the 
recreational and tourism visitation of the Living Desert.  It is 
also important that infrastructure complements the desired 
character of the place which is one where the natural 
environment is dominant and all infrastructure interventions 
are subtle and understated.

Objectives

• To protect and conserve the environment

• To support recreational use and tourist visitation 

• To ensure use and visitation is able to be conducted in 
a safe and secure manner 

• To establish reliable network coverage of the whole 
Living Desert area

Strategies

1. Seek proposals for provision of booster tower solution 
that will maximise the areas benefiting from improved 
signal including:

- a base solution two booster towers 

- provision of additional booster towers to complete 
coverage as potential stage 2

2. As per 4.5 - Journey and Arrival - Provide an upgraded 
access management / entry pay node that manages 
different visitation types

3. As per 4.5 - Activities - Recreational Trails - Investigate 
ways to manage access to pay for use areas from 
outside existing fenced areas (eg Sundown Hills)  such 
as key-pass access controlled gates. 

4. As per 4.5 - Journey and Arrival - Review / assess 
potential for Ranger accommodation to be provided 
near the entry node to aid management.  

5. Unify finishes materials and facilities within a cohesive 
approach and design palette that complements the 
natural character of the site

6. Investigate road widening of visitor access roads and 
or options for widening verges to allow two-way 
traffic to safely pass and for larger vehicles towing 
caravans/camper trailers to take corners without 
crossing centreline.

7. Investigate road widening of access road between 
Lower Carpark and top of Sculpture Hill and or 
modifications to ‘straighten’ sections for better 
visibility, potential for passing bays.

8. As part of Item 6 investigate existing drainage 
culverts and suitability to cater for current and future 
flood events, if they can be extended in width and 
or if higher visibility of edges is needed on approach 
- road markings/signage to improve road safety.

9. Review electric fence system to Sanctuary in terms 
of best practise technology - when it needs 
replacing employ latest best practice predator proof 
conservation fencing including visitor and 
maintenance entry gates.
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NFigure 4.40  Infrastructure strategies
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4.5 Managing the Living Desert 

Sustainability
Broken Hill Council are using the ‘Far West Climate Change 
snapshot’ (DEECCW) as a framework for current projects 
related to Risk Management where infrastructure is likely 
impacted by temperature and climate events.

Council is planning both 20 year and 40 year forward 
scenarios so Council is prepared for the future of Climate 
change effects in council responsible service areas.
The Living Desert must integrate with these forward 
directions

Objectives

• (As identified in 4.3 Conserving the qualities of the 
Living Desert - Habitat) - To resolve a sustainable target 
for the natural environment for the Living desert  
(representing local vs broader bio-region) agreed 
between First Nations stakeholders, Council, and other 
stakeholders as the basis for ongoing management of 
flora and fauna

• To enhance the sustainability of the visitation and use, 
management and maintenance of the Living Desert

Strategies

1. Manage the Arboretum in accordance with the agreed 
habitat target environment and flora species range

2. Manage the Sanctuary in accordance with the agreed 
habitat target environment and fauna and flora species 
range

3. Manage the habitats outside of the fenced / controlled 
Sanctuary and Arboretum in accordance with the 
agreed habitat target environment and fauna and flora 
species range

4. Maintain and manage protecting fencing to controlled 
habitats across the site

5. As per 4.5 Places - Campground - Investigate potential 
for grey water treatment as a sustainability initiative 
when resources enable to reduce demand for potable 
water for landscape management - potentially evolved 
over  20 year period

6. Review sustainability of supply chains and embodies 
energy of materials supply in resolving preferred 
materials, finishes and facilities used on site

Note the following apply generally and are not 
indicated on Figure 4.41

7. Integrate ESD principles into the existing 
site management, planning, design and 
implementation of any facilities and infrastructure

8. Further design studies and implementation 
projects should take a ‘whole of life’ approach and 
follow climate positive design principles

9. Choice of materials, design life and implementation 
of new infrastructure should consider the potential 
increased frequency of climatic events such as 
flooding and erosion

10. Consider use of benchmarks and climate tools 
(Climate positive pathfinder challenge) to provide 
guidance on emission targets for the Living Desert

11. Consider operational emissions in future 
management planning and ongoing maintenance
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The masterplan provides a 20 year strategic direction for 
the Living Desert.

It is presented as the overall plan and then a series of 
illustrative precinct plans

Key masterplan precincts
1. The Arrival

2. The Valley 

3. The Sanctuary (including Arboretum)

4. The Sculptures

5. The Campsite

6. Sundown Hills

7. Southern Park

5.0 Masterplan
5.1 Illustrative Masterplan 1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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Key precinct plan proposals
1. Improve entry experience to Sanctuary 

2. Improve protection and interpretation of archaeology

3. Improve access to rock engraving / provide alternative 
viewing point 

4. Review event usage in precinct

5. Additional shade in picnic area and at trackheads

6. Provide nature play zone 

7. Future facility upgrades and additions ie toilets 

8. Potential overflow camping in carpark for RV’s 

9. Improve arrival point identity

10. Review and improve entry road access geometry 

11. Proposed accessible boardwalk link 

12. Existing walking track to Sculpture Hill

13. Potential recreational walk to connect Campground

14. Potential accessible wildlife viewing area

15. Revegetation to enhance entry road corridor

16. Additional shade tree planting 

17. Investigate stabilisation of eroding creek banks

5.2 Illustrative Masterplan
The Valley (Picnic Grounds)

N
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Figure 4.43  The Valley - Precinct Plan
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Key precinct plan proposals
1. Improve entry experience to Sanctuary

2. Improve accessibility by upgrading movement routes 

3. Unify finishes materials and facilities 

4. Improve interpretation integrating technology where 
feasible

5. Enhance bird and fauna watching experiences 

6. Provide upgraded viewing infrastructure

7. Potential to expand art influence in Sanctuary

8. Provide an accessible walkway to top of Aboretum

9. Improve safety and character of access to viewing point

10. Review preferred approach to management of the 
Sanctuary 

11. Develop long term animal management plan

12. Consider involvement in breeding programs 

13. Consider potential Bilby enclosure in the long term

14. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural qualities 

15. Potential First Nations involvement in flora and fauna 
programs

The Sanctuary
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Figure 4.44  The Sanctuary - Precinct Plan
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Key precinct plan proposals
1. Confirm role of art and culture and developing “Living 

Desert Arts and Cultural Management Plan” 

2. Conserve and enhance experience of natural 
environment 

3. Investigate, plan and implement new viewing 
experience (“Sky or Star walk”) 

Support lookout points adjoining hilltop and carparking:
4. Southern edge with views Broken Hill

5. North east edge with views to Sanctuary

6. Northern edge / Sanctuary Walk with views to 
Stephens Creek

7. Consider potential for toilet (lower carpark)

8. Potential space for pop up coffee / food cart

9. Formalise parking area

10. Formalise lower carpark - event use / overflow

11. Harden car park surface 

12. Provide an accessible connection to sculptures

13. Potential accessible walking route from Campground 

14. Manage introduced fauna and feral animals 

15. Revegetation where appropriate to natural conditions

16. Protect First Nations environmental and cultural 
qualities

17. Integrate First Nations creative influences into 
planning and design

5.2 Illustrative Masterplan
Sculpture Symposium
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Figure 4.45  The Sculpture Hill - Precinct Plan
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Figure 4.48  Sundown Hills - Carpark and trail head

Figure 4.47  Sundown Hills - Precinct Plan
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Key precinct plan proposals
1. Consult with Broken Hill MTB community - 

extend the existing network into south west 
of the Living Desert

2. Investigate potential for MTB activities 

3. Potential MTB trail links in the Living Desert

4. Potential for an MTB connection through to 
Campground 

5. Investigate ways to manage access to pay for 
use areas

6. Investigate potential for siting of required 
telecommunications infrastructure where 
impact on views can be managed

7. Provide access track and carpark off Nine 
Mile Road at south western corner of site

8. Plan and implement additional shade tree 
planting 

9. Protect First Nations environmental and 
cultural qualities 
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The Action Plan provides a compilation of the actions 
listed in the strategies and precinct plans.  The 
actions are listed under the following categories:

1. Investigations and planning

2. Capital Works (including required design)

3. Interpretation Implementation

5.3 Action Plan No Deliverable Action Priority

1.0 Investigations and planning

1.1 Confirm approach 
to events on site

Review event usage in Valley precinct for compatibility 
with First Nations cultural heritage and define 
appropriate limitations (if required)  on use If necessary 
identify alternate locations for more major events

High

1.2 Confirm approach 
to events on site Develop events guidelines for large and small events Low

1.3
Long term fauna 
management on 
site 

Develop long term animal management plan that 
confirms the ongoing approach to management of fauna 
on the site.
Confirm the range of fauna to be catered for and verify 
potential involvement in breeding programs 

Medium

1.4
Confirm approach 
to ongoing 
management of 
Art on site

Develop “Living Desert Arts and Cultural Management 
Plan” to guide the future approach to curation and 
management of art on the site including the Sculpture Hill 
along with the remainder of the site

Medium

1.5
Verify feasibility 
of potential Star 
Walk / Sky Walk to 
Sculpture Hill

Undertake detailed assessment of potential Star Walk / Sky 
Walk on Sculpture Hill - reviewing environmental and costs 
feasibility

Medium

1.6
Additional shade 
/ shelter to tent 
camping

Review options for extra shade at tent area within Camp 
Site through shade tree planting or low shelter roofs Low

1.7 Potential overflow 
RV camping

Review potential use of the Valley carpark for overflow RV 
camping (for self contained vehicles) during peak periods Medium

1.8
Potential 
Glamping tent or 
cabin sites

Review potential for expansion of accommodation 
offering on site with seasonal Glamping Tents or Cabins 
to a unique location leveraging the sites special qualities 
(eg hilltops, night sky 

Low
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No Deliverable Action Priority

1.9
First nations input 
into planning and 
design

Provide opportunity for First Nations community to input 
into planning and design of new elements High

1.10
Improve 
visitor entry 
management 
system

Investigate options to manage access to pay for use areas 
eg key pass access systems integrated with vehicle and 
pedestrian gates as applicable.  Review to include 
approach to entry (by vehicle or by person) noting that 
most National Parks operate on basis of vehicle. Integrate 
review of potential for site office associated with entry 

High

1.11
Potential for MTB 
use in south west 
of Living Desert

Consult with First nations stakeholders and other relevant 
Council stakeholders to verify suitability of further 
investigations.
Subject to the above - liaise with Broken Hill MTB 
community and assess the demand for extending the 
existing MTB network into south west of the Living Desert

Low

1.12
Potential for MTB 
use in south west 
of Living Desert

Subject to outcomes of  1.11 undertake review of 
potential MTB trail links to complement the other aspects 
of the Living Desert offering to locals and visitors

Low

1.13 Improved 
telecoms signal 

Investigate potential for siting of required 
telecommunications infrastructure where impact on views 
can be managed - potentially to south west of Living 
Desert

High

1.15 Wayfinding and 
Interpretation

Develop coordinated wayfinding and interpretive plan for 
the site High

1.16 Road safety Investigate feasibility to widen and resurface roadway to 
the Sculpture Hill High

1.17 Recreational trail 
network

Investigate further the potential to expand the availability 
of recreational trails that provide different ways of 
experiencing the desert landscape and meet varied users 
needs (eg distance, difficulty)

High

No Deliverable Action Priority

1.18 Climate change 
adaptation

Investigate further and identify actions to implement the 
recommendations of the Climate Change Risk Asessment 
Report prepared by Marsh Advisory in September 2024 
within the Living Desert site

High

2.0 Cultural heritage conservation and management

2.1
Heritage and 
Archaeological 
conservation

Protect and conserve items of heritage significance High

2.2
Heritage and 
Archaeological 
conservation

Collaborate with Fist Nations community to develop First 
Nations interpretation for appropriate locations

see 
section 
3.2-3.4 
and 4.0

3.0 Capital works

3.1
Improved
Tele - 
communications 
signal

Implement preferred booster tower solution that will 
maximise the areas benefiting from improved signal - 
either:
- a base solution two booster towers 
- provision of additional booster towers to complete 

coverage as potential stage 2

High

3.2
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Provide wayfinding (for example signage and art elements) 
at decision points that direct visitors to the site including 
primary and secondary decision points within broken Hill

High

3.3
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Provide artwork marker feature along the frontage where 
the Nine Mile Road adjoins the Living Desert that builds 
expectation and anticipation on the approach to the 
reserve entry

Low

3.4
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Provide a feature that uniquely marks the entry to the 
Living Desert.  Integrate upgrading of entry gates with 
gate finishes that complement character of site

Medium

3.5
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Provide an upgraded access management / entry pay node High
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No Deliverable Action Priority

3.6
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Potentially integrate a site office building (or office and 
ranger dwelling) with upgraded access management / 
entry pay node

Low

3.7
Wayfinding and 
Arrival experience 
to Living Desert

Provide upgraded directional / wayfinding and traffic 
management of all decision points on the road network High

3.8 Road network
Improve the traffic performance and safety of the 
intersection of the entry road to the campground / 
sculptures road with associated roadworks and signage

High

3.9 Road network
Widen roadway on the tight bend of the Valley entry road 
where it turns to head south to improve vehicle passing 
and safety

Medium

3.10 Road network
Investigate and implement improvement to hilltop access 
road for safety and environmental management - consider 
partial re-alignment where required.

High

3.11 Habitat and 
environment

Plan and implement revegetation of road edge zones 
where required to enhance the visual appearance of the 
entry road corridor

High

3.12 Habitat and 
environment

Continue to manage introduced fauna insects and feral 
animals to control erosion and degradation of hilltops and 
ridgelines

High

3.13 Habitat and 
environment

Plan and implement revegetation of ridges and hilltops 
where appropriate to natural conditions Medium

3.14
Environmental 
management of 
Creeklines

Provide stabilisation of the drainage line adjoining the 
valley capark and picnic grounds High

3.15
Environmental 
management of 
Creeklines

Provide stabilisation of general drainage lines adjoining 
roads High

No Deliverable Action Priority

3.16
Expanded 
Recreational Trails 
network

Plan and implement trail connection from Campsite to 
Sculpture Hill (2.7km) Note costings allow for category 3 
level access - not universal access

High

3.17
Expanded 
Recreational Trails 
network

Plan and implement additional  trail loops around 
Campsite  (2.1km) Medium

3.18
Expanded 
Recreational Trails 
network

Plan and implement trail connection from Sundown Hills 
trail to Sanctuary western boundary  (1.9km) Low

3.19
Expanded 
Recreational Trails 
network

Plan and implement trail connection from Sundown Hills 
trail to Camp site  (4.8km) Low

3.20
Expanded 
Recreational Trails 
network

Provide accessible access route of boardwalk and track to 
Arboretum Entry from Valley carpark and Sanctuary entry - 
refer Improvements to The Arboretum precinct

Medium

3.21
Star walk / sky 
walk to Sculpture 
Hill

Subject to feasibility design and implement boardwalk 
feature to Sculpture Hill - refer Improvements to The 
Sculpture Hill Sky Walk

Low

3.22
MTB Trails to 
south western 
Living Desert

Plan and implement MTB Trails to south Living Desert Very Low

3.23
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Improve entry experience and interpretive node to 
Sanctuary entry and connect to accessible boardwalk as 
per Expanded Recreational Trails network

High

3.24
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Improve protection and interpretation of camp ovens Very 
High
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3.25
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Improve quality and character of access to rock engraving 
- or consider removing access - potentially view from a new 
viewing point / landing  integrated with existing track 
crossing of creek

Medium

3.26
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Provide additional shelter / shade in picnic area and at trail 
heads Low

3.27
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Provide nature play zone between picnic area and 
Sanctuary / Arboretum entry node Low

3.28
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Accessible walkway to Arboretum - refer Expanded 
Recreational Trails network

3.29
Improvements 
to The Valley 
precinct (Picnic 
Grounds)

Provide accessible track from Sanctuary entry node  to 
feeding area an and accessible viewing area/wildlife hide 
for viewing of feeding area

Medium

3.30
Improvements to 
The Arboretum 
precinct

Review potential to improve accessibility of walking loop to 
Arboretum targeting steeper / rougher sections of the loop Medium

3.31
Improvements 
to The Sanctuary 
precinct

Enhance bird and fauna watching experiences with 
Arboretum with shaded  hides / rest points and supporting 
interpretation

Medium

3.32
Improvements 
to The Sanctuary 
precinct

Provide upgraded viewing infrastructure to the existing 
Hilltop Sanctuary Lookout Low

3.33
Improvements 
to The Sanctuary 
precinct

Plan and implement expanded art influence in Sanctuary 
through additional permanent and temporary art pieces Low

No Deliverable Action Priority

3.34
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement accessible walkway from carpark to 
sculptures - can be implemented as first stage of “Sky 
walk” or Sky walk not to proceed be the ultimate solution

High

3.35
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Formalise parking at the sculpture hill to make more 
efficient and safer for pedestrians and provide sealed 
surface

High

3.36
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement new viewing experience looping 
around hill (“Sky or Star walk”) integrated with first stage 
accessible link boardwalk from carpark to sculptures

Low

3.37
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement support lookout points adjoining 
hilltop and carparking Medium

3.38
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Formalise lower carpark - event use / overflow but retain as 
gravel surface

Medium

3.39
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement low key toilet structure is appropriate 

in a discrete location (potentially to carpark at base of hill)
Low

3.40
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement  pop up coffee / food cart at base of 
hill or top to support visitation in peak times

Low

3.41
Improvements to 
The Camp site 
precinct

Add two toilets to current toilet/shower facilities High

3.42
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Improve accessibility for RV camping to toilets / showers Medium

3.43
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Plan and implement upgrades to stargazing circle 
in Campground including enhanced seating and 
arrangement and interpretive mediums

Medium
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No Deliverable Action Priority

3.44
Improvements to 
The Sculpture Hill 
precinct

Investigate potential for grey water treatment as a 
sustainability initiative when resources enabled - 
potentially evolved over  20 year period

Low

3.45
Improvements to 
The Sundown Hiils 
precinct

Plan and implement trail head improvements including 
shelter and interpretive and wayfinding mediums Low

3.46
Improvements to 
The Sundown Hiils 
precinct

Plan and implement wayfinding improvements to existing 
trail loop Low

3.47
Improvements to 
The Sundown Hiils 
precinct

Plan and implement formalising layout of parking with 
barriers and support signage -.  Provide upgraded gravel 
surfacing and perimeter drainage

Very Low

3.48
Improvements to 
The Sundown Hiils 
precinct

Plan and implement identity signage to Silver City Highway Medium

3.49 Potential 
Glamping facilities

Call tenders for Glamping operator to collaborate with 
Council and contribute a proportion of implementation 
costs

Low

3.50 Potential 
Glamping facilities

Plan and implement tent Glamping site ((say 12 tents x 
decks and walkways) Very Low

3.51 Plan and implement tent Glamping site Plan and 
implement cabin Glamping site (say 6 cabins x 45k each) Very Low

3.52 Toilet to serve 
sculpture Hill

Plan and implement toilet facility adjoining lower carpark 
below Sculpture Hill to serve visitors and trail users Low

3.53

Review and 
upgrade 
of electric 
conservation 
fence to Sanctuary

Review electric fence system to Sanctuary in terms of best 
practise technology - when it needs replacing employ 
latest best practice predator proof conservation fencing 
including visitor and maintenance entry gates.

Seek to reduce visual impact of fence alignment on 
character of place experience

Medium

No Deliverable Action Priority

4.0 Interpretation Implementation

4.1 Interpretation 
Strategy

Commission an interpretation strategy that can be used as 
a blueprint for ongoing interpretation initiatives in the park. High

4.2 ICIP Protocols Develop The Living Desert-specific ICIP protocols for 
sharing cultural content. High

4.3 First Nations 
capacity building

Investigte First Nations led interpretation through capacity 
building programs including potential for employment and 
enterprise development.

High

4.4 Capacity Building Develop educational tools and dedicated training 
programs, including Cultural training. High

4.5 Brand Guidelines Create the The Living Desert Park brand guidelines and 
interpretation Signage and Guidelines Manual. High

4.6 Themes and 
Stories

Confirm themes through consultation. Curate and create 
interpretation stories that connect to The Living Desert’s 
themes (as part of the interpretation strategy).

High

4.7 Medium: Face to 
face

Build capacity of Aboriginal and non Aboriginal tour 
guides in delivering face to face interpretation. High

48. Medium: Signage Update interpretation and wayfinding signage and embed 
sensory elements. Medium

4.9
Medium: 
Language and 
Naming

Explore use of First Nations languages and place names in 
interpretation. High
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No Deliverable Action Priority

4.10 Medium: Digital 
Media/Sound

Expand digital and sound interpretation assets, 
research opportunities and prepare a Digital and Sound 
Interpretation Plan.

Low

4.11 Medium: Art and 
Craft

Develop a program of art and craft activities, sculptures 
and exhibitions for visitors. Low

4.12 Medium: Lighting 
and Projection

Conduct an opportunities analysis for interpretive lighting 
and projection and develop future guidelines including 
EOIs for external applicants to deliver

Low

4.13 Medium: Events Research opportunities to create new interpretive events 
and develop a The Living Desert Events Strategy. Low

5.0 Promoting the Living Desert

5.1
Promoting the 
Living desert to 
locals and visitors

Collaborate with partners to undertake events of all scales High

5.2
Promoting the 
Living desert to 
locals and visitors

Promote star gazing, night sky photography, and sunrise / 
sunsets as a reason to visit High

5.3
Promoting the 
Living desert to 
locals and visitors

Promote Living Desert  as a viewing site during major 
astronomical events – for example meteor showers Low

5.4
Promoting the 
Living desert to 
locals and visitors

Encourage appropriate use of the Living Desert as a film 
and photography site that leverage its natural qualities High

5.5
Promoting the 
Living desert to 
locals and visitors

Explore potential for temporary art installations that build 
on and contribute to the arts profile of the place Medium
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6.0 Attachments
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6.1 Park entry / pay bay precedents
Design study
Pay Bay - Precedents

Jervis Bay / Booderee National Park Pay Bay

Residents/Employees prepaid ticketsVisitors campers park pass sales Exit

Royal National Park Pay Bay

Visitor Centre

Carpark

Round-about

Annual pass holders entry

General entry

Exit

Annual pass holders entry General entry Exit

General entry/Visitors campers
park pass sales

Residents/Employees prepaid tickets

Exit

National Parks provide relevant precedents for managing different forms of entry access to 
the park.  Ticketing is based on vehicle entry - not by persons.  Generally several lanes are 
provided and traditionally the entry point was manned.  From 2023 NPWS has not issued 
season pass tickets and entry has been managed by number plate recognition
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6.2 Preliminary visual assessment of potential Rangers Cottage location options
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6.3 Preliminary assessment of potential at grade access to Arboretum entry
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6.4 Consultation forum notes

REFER MEETING / WORKSHOP NOTES ISSSUED SEPARATELY 

6.5 Business Plan

REFER TO SEPARATE REPORT
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