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WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

March 16, 2023 

ITEM 1 

BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL REPORT NO. 56/23 

SUBJECT: CRYSTAL STREET LONDON PLANE TREE PLANTING REQUEST
 D23/14601 

         

Recommendation 

1. That Broken Hill City Council Report No. 56/23 dated March 16, 2023, be received. 

2. That Council note that Council Staff recommend the planting proposal of London Plane 
trees (Platanus xacerifolia) in the nature strip of Crystal Street from Iodide Street to 
Oxide Street.  

3. The London Plane trees (Platanus xacerifolia) are to be planted 2.5 metres from any 
infrastructure, including services, buildings and kerb and gutters, and 5 metres from each 
other tree being planted. 

4. That the number of trees and exact location of plantings to be determined on site by 
Council’s Arborist, in conjunction with Parks and Open Spaces Coordinator and Fabtec 
Advanced steel Fabrication owner and Director. 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

In April 2022, the owner and Director of Fabtec Advanced Steel Fabrication, approached 
Council with the proposal to plant approximately 20 or more London Plane trees (Platanus 
xacerifolia). The proposal involves the new street trees - to be owned and managed over the 
long-term by Council – with the plan of creating an avenue and help create a green canopy 
reduce the overall urban temperature within Iodide Street.  
 
The proposal is complicated by the presence of a significant water main pipeline, located 
approximately 500mm below ground, that transports water from the Stephen’s Creek 
Reservoir to the main water plant located in Mica Street, Broken Hill. This infrastructure is 
owned and managed by Essential Water who have expressed concerns about the potential 
for asset damage by new trees and the constraints to pipeline management requirements 
over time. Due to this concern Council approached Arboriculture company Homewood 
Consultancy Pty Ltd and their Senior Consulting Arborist, a level five (5) arborist, to provide 
technical advice and recommendation on planting London plane trees in this location. The 
Senior Consulting Arborist recommended to not plant this type of tree in this location if a 2m 
clearance from the water service and kerb and gutter could not be maintained.  
 
Council also obtained information and advice from the Technical Officer - Arboriculture, with 
the City of Adelaide Council on their maintenance practices and issues they have with 
London Plane trees and their infrastructure. While needing regular maintenance to remove 
from some service location boxes, these are primarily Telstra boxes and are non-structural 
roots and just require minor maintenance practices to be undertaken. The City of Adelaide 
still allow London Plane trees as a preferred species within their Local Government Area 
(LGA). 
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Considering all information provided from internal and external stakeholders and keeping 
within Councils Tree Management Plan and Policy, it is recommended that London Plane 
trees (Platanus xacerifolia) can be planted on the verge adjacent to Fabtec Advanced Steel 
Fabrication between the water main location and the building (as highlighted on the attached 
proposal). All trees are to be planted 2.5 metres from any infrastructure, including services, 
buildings and kerb and gutters, and 5 metres from each other tree being planted. The 
number of trees and exact location of planting to be determined on site by Council’s Arborist, 
in conjunction with Parks and Open Spaces Coordinator and Fabtec owner and Director. 
 

Report: 

In April 2022, the owner, and Director of Fabtec Advanced Steel Fabrication, approached 
Council with the proposal to plant approximately 20 or more London Plane trees (Platanus 
xacerifolia). The proposal involves the new street trees - to be owned and managed over the 
long-term by Council – with the plan of creating an avenue and help create a green canopy 
reduce the overall urban temperature within Iodide Street.  
 
Council agreed to investigate the proposal further to ensure the tree species suggested were 
suitable for the proposed location and were in line with Council’s Tree Management Plan 
and Policy. 
 

A service location was requested on the Dial Before You Dig (DBYD) website with the 
appropriate technical plans obtained for the site. Upon water services being highlighted 
within the planting facility Council met with Essential Water to discuss the planting type and 
the location of these services. The representatives of Essential Water were not in favour of 
London Plane trees being planted within the vicinity of their underground asset as they have 
had previous issues with the invasive root system of London Planes. A hydrovac truck was 
then hired to remove soil to locate the exact location and depth of the water main, this 
highlighted the pipe to be 2.5m from the kerb and gutter and 5m from the property boundary 
at a depth of 0.5m.  

 

 

Due to the location of the pipe and the type of tree to be planted, Essential Water stated that 
they do not want the trees to be planted as it is considered high risk to cause damage and 
an increase in maintenance requirements to their pipe and infrastructure. 
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The owner and Director of Fabtec was informed of this information but requested further 
advice be obtained from an arborist as he still believed the trees would be suitable to be 
planted in this location and provided examples of Adelaide City and the London Plane trees 
planted on their verges as instances where the tree and services interacted with each other. 

Council approached Homewood Consultancy Pty Ltd to provide an independent arborist 
report and recommendation on the suitable for planting the London Plane trees. The Senior 
Consulting Arborist, a level five (5) arborist with Homewood Consultancy Pty Ltd, completed 
a desktop review of the site and was provided information from Council’s Parks and Open 
Spaces team including, Dial Before You Dig report, aerial photos, onsite photos and 
Council’s Tree Management Plan and Policy. The Senior Consulting Arborist recommended 
to not plant this type of tree in this location if a 2m clearance from the water service to the 
kerb and gutter and/or building could not be maintained and also provided alternative trees 
that are available to be planted 

Additional to this information, Council also requested information from the City of Adelaide 
regarding their maintenance requirements with root encroachment into services or lifting 
infrastructure within their LGA from London Plane trees. Feedback was provided by 
Technical Officer – Arboriculture, who stated that while there is maintenance required for 
root encroachment into service location boxes, that it was smaller, feeder roots, that are non-
structural and can be removed easily. Alternative preventative reactive maintenance  
measures were provided to Council in how to deal with plantings close to infrastructure and 
services, including root directors and/or using slurry mix concrete to protect services and 
repairing lifted infrastructure with thinner pavers or flexible pavement such as bitumen, 
asphalt or rubber based solutions. Further young plantings have also been witnessed and 
are still a preferred species in other Local Government Areas within NSW and the use of 
flexible pavement around the base of the tree as a preferred solution. 

Considering all information provided from internal and external stakeholders and ensuring 
Council operates within Councils Tree Management Plan and Policy, it is recommended that 
London Plane trees (Platanus xacerifolia) can be planted on the verge adjacent to Fabtec 
Advanced Steel Fabrication between the water main location and the building (as highlighted 
on the attached proposal). All trees are to be planted 2.5 metres from any infrastructure, 
including services, buildings and kerb and gutters, and 5 metres from each other tree being 
planted. The number of trees and exact location of planting to be determined on site by 
Council’s Arborist, in conjunction with Parks and Open Spaces Coordinator and Fabtec 
owner and Director. 
 

Community Engagement: 

Council has communicated directly with the owner and Director of Fabtec Advanced Steel 
Fabrication on requirements and outcomes of the investigation into this tree planting request.  
 
Council directly liaised with Essential Water during the Dial Before You Dig (DBYD) 
Technical advice was sought from an independent Arborist, Senior Consulting Arborist from 
Homewood Consulting Pty Ltd in relation to whether the tree species were a suitable species 
for the location and services adjacent. Information was provided by the Technical Officer - 
Arboriculture, with City of Adelaide Council on their maintenance practices related to London 
Plane trees. 
 

Strategic Direction: 

Key Direction: 1 Our Community 

Objective: 1.5 Our built environment supports our quality of life 

Strategy: 1.5.3 Ensure service levels and asset conditions are commensurate 
with community expectations 
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Relevant Legislation: 

Local Government Act 1993 
Broken Hill City Council Tree Management Plan 
Broken Hill City Council Tree Management Policy 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 No 63 
Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017 
WHS Act 2017 
NSW Work Health and Safety Act 2011 

Financial Implications: 
Financial Implications will include the cost of London Plane trees (Platanus xacerifolia) at an 
approximate cost of $130 (excluding GST) each and the labour of the Parks and Open 
Spaces team. The cost of labour would be determined upon agreement of amount of trees 
and locations to be planted. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. ⇩  Fabtec Advanced Steel Fabrication - Tree Planting Proposal  

2. ⇩  Dial Before You Dig Report  

3. ⇩  Homewood Consulting Pty Ltd Report  

  
 
 
CODIE HOWARD 
CHIEF ASSETS AND PROJECTS OFFICER 
 
JAY NANKIVELL 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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