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ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

December 4, 2020 

ITEM  1 

MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 13/20 

SUBJECT: BROKEN HILL TO ADELAIDE AND MILDURA COACH SERVICE
 11/291 

         
 

Summary 

Following questions raised at the October 2020 and November 2020 Council Meetings, staff 
have enquired about the continuation of both the Broken Hill to Adelaide and the Broken Hill 
to Mildura coach service, now that both borders have re-opened to New South Wales 
residents, and whether these services will continue permanently. 
 
Both coach services were operating under trial conditions with the Broken Hill to Adelaide 
coach service operating during the South Australian border closure and continues to operate 
two days per week. 
 
The Broken Hill to Mildura coach service was “paused” during the COVID-19 pandemic 
Victorian border closure.  The service was prior to this, operating under trail conditions with 
concession passes.  The trial period ended in May 2020 and was operating in an extension 
period when the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak in Melbourne caused the Victorian border 
closure.  The coach service was then “paused” pending the re-opening of the border. 
 
Once the Victorian Government announced that the border would re-open on 23 November 
2020, contact was made with Transport NSW to enquire about the reinstatement of the 
Broken Hill to Mildura coach service.  Transport NSW advised: 
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The General Manager followed up on this matter with Transport NSW and was advised that 
the Broken Hill to Mildura coach service will not be reinstated.   
 
This decision is very disappointing given that there has not been any attempt by Transport 
NSW to consult with the Broken Hill community to gauge the importance of the service 
especially to access specialist medical care. 
 
As Councillors know, Mildura is our closest population centre providing specialist medical 
services not currently available in Broken Hill.  Broken Hill patients are constantly being 
referred to these specialists for treatment and care for serious medical conditions.   
 
An affordable bus service to Mildura is vitally important to our community and I urge 
Councillor to support my motion to lobby for the reinstatement of the Broken Hill to Mildura 
bus service. 
 
 
 

Recommendation 

1. That Mayoral Minute No. 13/20 dated December 4, 2020, be received. 

2. That Council writes to Transport NSW advising of Council’s disappointment in the 
cancellation of the Broken Hill to Mildura coach service without any prior community 
consultation. 

3. That Council advocates strongly, urging that TransportNSW reconsider their decision 
and reinstate the coach service as an affordable transport option for the community of 
Broken Hill and Far West Region to access specialist medial services in Mildura which 
are not available in Broken Hill, for recreational purposes, and a link to air services to 
capital cities in Australia. 

4. That Council writes to the Minister for Transport, the Minister for Regional NSW and the 
State Local Member asking for their assistance to reinstate the Broken Hill to Mildura bus 
service for the community of Broken Hill and the Far West Region. 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
 
D TURLEY AM 

MAYOR 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

December 3, 2020 

ITEM  2 

BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL REPORT NO. 178/20 

SUBJECT: CORRESPONDENCE REPORT - GOVERNMENT COVID-19 
STIMULUS PACKAGES 11/175 

         

Recommendation 

1. That Broken Hill City Council Report No. 178/20 dated December 3, 2020, be received. 

2. That correspondence dated 26 November 2020 from The Hon Mark Coulton MP, 
Minister for Regional Health, Regional Communications and Local Government and 
Federal Member for Parkes, in reply to Council’s correspondence regarding the financial 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Broken Hill City Council, be received. 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

Council received correspondence dated 26 November 2020 from The Hon Mark Coulton 
MP, Minister for Regional Health, Regional Communications and Local Government and 
Federal Member for Parkes.  The correspondence is in reply to Council’s correspondence 
regarding the financial impact of COVID-19 on Broken Hill City Council. 
 
The reply correspondence outlines all NSW Government grants, financial assistance and 
business subsidies awarded to NSW Councils and available to NSW businesses during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (see attached) 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

1. ⇩  Correspondence from The Hon Mark Coulton MP  

  
 
 
JAMES RONCON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

December 3, 2020 

ITEM  3 

BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL REPORT NO. 179/20 

SUBJECT: INVESTMENT REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2020 17/82 
         
 
Recommendation 

1. That Broken Hill City Council Report No. 179/20 dated December 3, 2020, be 
received. 

Executive Summary: 

The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (Part 9, Division 5, Clause 212), effective 
from 1 September 2005, requires the Responsible Accounting Officer of a Council to provide 
a written report setting out details of all monies that have been invested under Section 625 (2) 
of the Local Government Act 1993, as per the Minister's Amended Investment Order gazetted 
11 March 2011.  The Responsible Accounting Officer must also include in the report, a 
certificate as to whether the investment has been made in accordance with the Act, the 
Regulations and the Council’s Investment Policy.  
 
As at 30 November 2020, Council's Investment Portfolio had a current market valuation of 
$30,410,285 or principal value (face value) of $30,397,067 and was compliant with policy and 
legislative requirements as per the below table. 
 

Report: 

Council's investments as at 30 November 2020 are detailed in Attachment 1. 
 

Portfolio Summary     

Portfolio Performance vs. RBA Cash 
Rate 

✔ Council’s investment performance did exceed 
benchmark. 

Investment Policy Compliance     

Legislative Requirements ✔ Compliant with policy 

Portfolio Credit Rating Limit ✔ Compliant with policy 

Institutional Exposure Limits X Non-Compliant with policy 

Term to Maturity Limits ✔ Compliant with policy 

 
Market Review 
 
Global issues 
In the US, the presidential election provided plenty of entertainment but had little impact on 
the financial markets. The markets had largely already priced in a Biden victory with a return 
of a Republican held Senate providing a check and balance on large scale spending 
programs over the next two years at least. Senate seat runoffs in Georgia in January may 
cause more market reaction if the Democrats end up winning – swinging power in the upper 
house to the Democrats. While daily Covid-19 cases and deaths have surged to new heights 
in the US and Europe over the past couple of months, the prospect of vaccines being rolled 
out in December has provided optimism to the markets and hope for all. In Asia, both China 
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and Japan showed positive signs of economic recovery as Japan’s September quarter GDP 
was up 5.5% from the previous quarter and China recorded strong increases in industrial 
production and retail sales. Despite these promising signs, overall global recovery remains 
dependent on ongoing support from governments’ fiscal and monetary policy stimulus 
packages. Hours worked in most countries remain well below pre-pandemic levels and 
inflation levels are below most central bank targets. 
 
Domestic issues 
In Australia, the RBA has noted that the economic recovery is under way and recent data 
has generally been better than expected. Latest monthly employment growth data showed 
strong gains, over 178,000, despite the unemployment rate increasing to 7% as more people 
started looking for work. Further rises in the unemployment rate are expected in the coming 
months but then slowly decline over the course of the next two years to be around 6% at the 
end of 2022. Australia’s overall economic recovery is expected to be uneven and drawn out 
and remains dependent on significant policy support. The RBA's economists are predicting 
GDP to grow by around five per cent next year and four per cent over 2022. The Australian 
share market (ASX200) ended the month up approximately 10% and the AUD/USD closed 
out November at 0.73c up from 0.70c at October month end. 
 
Interest rates 
At its November meeting, the RBA cut the official cash rate target from 0.25% to 0.10% and 
also lowered the target yield on 3yr Government bonds to 0.10%. These measures are aimed 
at lowering the financing cost to borrowers to help kickstart spending across the economy. 
The central bank has stated that it does not expect to raise the official cash rate for at least 
the next 3 years. 
 
Investment Portfolio Commentary 
Council’s investment portfolio posted a return of 5.03%pa for the month of November versus 
the bank bill index benchmark return of 0.09%pa. For the past 12 months, the investment 
portfolio returned -1.30%pa, underperforming the bank bill index benchmark’s 0.44%pa by 
1.74%pa. 
 
During November, Council’s investment portfolio had $2.5m between a 2 month and 5 month 
term deposit mature which averaged a rate of 0.61%pa. Council reinvested the $2.5m across 
a range of five 3 to 6 month deposits at an average rate of 0.66%pa. 
 
The TCorpIM MT Growth Fund rose 2.7% in November. Hopes of a vaccine, removal of US 
election uncertainty, and looser domestic monetary policy all helped the Australian share 
market have its best month in 30 years, up 10.2%. Energy (+16.1%) was the best performing 
sector as the price of oil surged 27% while Financials (+16.1%) and Real Estate (+12.9%) also 
benefitted. Defensive stocks such as Consumer Staples (-0.7%) and Utilities (+1.5%) were 
the worst performing sectors. Overseas markets also surged with the US S&P 500 (+10.9%), 
European S&P350 (+14.2%), Japanese S&P 500 (+12.0%), and Chinese S&P 300 (+5.2%) 
also posting solid gains. 
 
Investments Outside of Policy 
Due to the introduction of Council’s new Investment Policy, Council’s term deposits held with 
AMP exceeded its new policy’s limits. Council’s new investment policy has introduced more 
conservative limits, reducing BBB rated banks’ institution limit from 25% to 5%. This has 
caused Council’s AMP investments to exceed policy by $480,147(or by one $500,000 
investment). Council’s next term deposit with AMP will mature on 09/12/2020, which at 
maturity will be moved to another institution to bring Council’s portfolio within the institutional 
exposure limit. Whilst Council had the option to withdraw the AMP investment early to meet 
the new policy constraints, it would be counterproductive as it would cause Council to lose 
interest earnt on the deposit as well as paying a break fee. 
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Council’s Portfolio by Source of Funds – November 2020 
 
As at 30 November 2020, Council's Investment Portfolio had a current market valuation of 
$30,410,285 or principal value (face value) of $30,397,067 and was compliant with policy and 
legislative requirements as per the table above. 

  Source of Funds Principal Amount 

GENERAL Operating Capital & Internal Restrictions $25,903,067 

Fund  Royalties Reserve  $723,000 

  Domestic Waste Management Reserve $1,296,000 

  Grants $2,475,000 

  TOTAL PORTFOLIO $30,397,067 

 
Certificate by Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
All investments have been placed in accordance with Council’s Investment Policy, Section 
625 of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended), the Revised Ministerial Investment 
Order gazetted 11 February 2011, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 
2005- and Third-Party Investment requirements of the then Department Local Government 
Circular 06-70.  Council continues to obtain independent financial advice on its investment 
portfolio in accordance with the then Department of Local Government Circular of 16 
September 2008. 
 

Community Engagement: 

Nil 

Strategic Direction: 

Key Direction 4: Our Leadership 
Objective 4.1: Openness and Transparency in Decision Making 
Action 4.1.1 Maintain good governance and best practice methods and ensure 

compliance with various guidelines and legislation. 
 

Relevant Legislation: 

This report is provided for Council’s consideration in compliance with the requirements of Part 
9, Division 5, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2005. 
 

Financial Implications: 
The recommendation has no financial impact. 

 

Attachments 

1. ⇩  November 2020 Investment Report  

  
JAY NANKIVELL 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 
JAMES RONCON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

December 4, 2020 

ITEM  4 

BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL REPORT NO. 180/20 

SUBJECT: 2021 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT - CALL FOR MOTIONS 11/304 

         
 

Recommendation 

1. That Broken Hill City Council Report No. 180/20 dated December 4, 2020, be 
received. 

2. That Council determine motions to the 2021 National General Assembly of Local 
Government in line with the Assembly’s eligibility principles; at either the December 
2020 Council Meeting or the February 2021 Council Meeting and such motions be 
submitted to the Australian Local Government Association by March 26, 2021 along 
with a copy of the supporting Council resolution. 

 

Executive Summary: 

The National General Assembly (NGA) brings together hundreds of delegates from Councils 
across Australia to debate issues of national significance to local government.  It provides an 
opportunity for local Councils to develop and express a united voice on core issues affecting 
their communities with access to influential decision-makers of the federal government, at 
both the political and departmental levels. 
 
This report is presented to Council to consider submitting Notice of Motions to the 
Conference which must be in line with the Assembly’s eligibility principles (see attached). 

Report: 

The 2021 National General Assembly will be held in Canberra from Sunday 20 June to 
Wednesday 23 June, 2021. 
 
Attendance at the Assembly is an opportunity for our elected members to meet Federal 
Government Ministers and Shadow Ministers to discuss various matters of concern to the 
City.  This face to face interaction is invaluable as a follow up to Council’s 
letters/submissions to Ministers regarding current matters of high importance to the City and 
advocating Council’s position on these matters. 
 
The Australian Local Government Association Board is calling for motions for the 2021 
National General Assembly under this year’s theme “Working Together for our 
Communities”.   
 
Motions to the Assembly (along with the respective Council resolution) should be submitted 
electronically and should be received by the Australian Local Government Association no 
later than 11:59pm AEST on Friday 26 March, 2021. 
 
To assist Councils in preparing motions, a discussion paper is available on the National 
General Assembly website (see attached copy). 
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To be eligible for inclusion in the National General Assembly Business Papers motions must 
follow the principles and must also be accompanied by a Council resolution: 
 

1. Be relevant to the work of local government nationally. 
2. Not be focussed on a specific location or region – unless the project has national 

implications.  You will be asked to justify why your motion has strategic importance 
and should be discussed at a national conference. 

3. Be consistent with the themes of the National General Assembly. 
4. Complement or build on the policy objectives of your state and territory local 

government association. 
5. Be submitted by a Council which is a financial member of their state or territory local 

government association. 
6. Propose a clear action and outcome i.e. call on the Australian Government to do 

something. 
7. Be a new motion that has not already been debated at an National General 

Assembly in the preceding two years; and 
8. Not be advanced on behalf of external third parties which may seek to use the 

National General Assembly to apply pressure to Board members or to gain national 
political exposure for positions that are not directly relevant to the work of, or in the 
national interest of, local government. 
 
 

This report is presented to Council to consider submitting Notice of Motions to the National 
General Assembly Conference. 

  

Community Engagement: 

Nil. 

 

Strategic Direction: 

 

Key Direction: 4 Our Leadership 
Objective: 4.1 Openness and transparency in decision making 
Strategy: 4.1.1 Support the organisation to operate its legal framework 

 

 

Financial Implications: 

Nil financial implications for the submission of motions.  A separate report is presented to the 
February 2020 Council Meeting to consider attendance at the conference which carries 
financial implications. 

 

Attachments 

1. ⇩  Correspondence from the Australian Local Government Association  

2. ⇩  National General Assembly Call for Motions Discussion Paper  

  
 
JAMES RONCON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 

December 4, 2020 

ITEM  5 

BROKEN HILL CITY COUNCIL REPORT NO. 181/20 

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT THE 2021 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO BE HELD IN CANBERRA ON 20-23 
JUNE 2021. 11/304 

         
 

Recommendation 

1. That Broken Hill City Council Report No. 181/20 dated December 4, 2020, be 
received. 

2. That Council be represented at the 2021 National General Assembly of Local 
Government in Canberra, June 20-23, 2021 by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General 
Manager and any interested Councillors. 

3. That interested Councillors submit a completed Travel Form to the Executive Support 
Officer by 19 March 2021. 

 

Executive Summary: 

The National General Assembly (NGA) brings together hundreds of delegates from Councils 
across Australia to debate issues of national significance to local government.  It provides an 
opportunity for local Councils to develop and express a united voice on core issues affecting 
their communities with access to influential decision-makers of the federal government, at 
both the political and departmental levels. 
 
It is recommended that Council confirm representation to the National General Assembly of 
Local Government, and that Council prepare motions to the Conference to further pursue 
significant local government issues. 

Report: 

The 2020 National General Assembly will be held in Canberra from Sunday 20 June to 
Wednesday 23 June, 2021. 
 
Attendance at the Assembly is an opportunity for our elected members to meet Federal 
Government Ministers and Shadow Ministers to discuss various matters of concern to the 
City.  This face to face interaction is invaluable as a follow up to Council’s 
letters/submissions to Ministers regarding current matters of high importance to the City and 
advocating Council’s position on these matters. 
 
The Conference Program has not yet been released for the National General Assembly.  
This will be circulated to all Councillors once released.   
 
As per previous experience, Council will need to book accommodation in Canberra early to 
secure rooms close to the venue and this report is presented to Council for Councillors to 
advise of their interest to attend the National General Assembly in June 2021. 
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Community Engagement: 
Nil. 

 

Strategic Direction: 

Key Direction: 4 Our Leadership 
Objective: 4.1 Openness and transparency in decision making 
Strategy: 4.1.1 Support the organisation to operate its legal framework 

 

Financial Implications: 

registration costs associated with attending the 2021 National General Assembly per person, 
are as follows: 

Early Bird Registration Fee (up to 7 May 2021) $989.00 
Virtual Conference Registration $959.00 
Standard Registration Fee  $1,099.00 
Return flights to Canberra (approximate) $1,400.00 
Accommodation – 4 night’s per person $1,380.00 
  

Councillors will also be reimbursed for any out-of-pocket travel expenses incurred as per 
Council’s adopted Councillor Support Policy. 

 

Attachments 

There are no attachments for this report  
 
 
JAMES RONCON 

GENERAL MANAGER  
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